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The  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
Have  General  Stores 

in  Manitoba,  the  North-west 
Territories  and  British  Columbia 
where  the  best  goods  can  be 
obtained  at  the  lowest  prices 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
Have  Lands  for  Sale 

Farming  and  Grazing  Lands  on 
Easy  Terms  of  Payment,  and  with- 
out any  conditions  of  Settlement 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
Make  the  Best  Flour 

Highest  awards  at  the  Winnipeg 
Industrial  Exhibitions. 

OVbK    200    VEARa   EXPERIENCE 
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SPRING  SEASON,  1897 

To  the  Traf1e_^^ 

In  each  0/  FIVE  GREAT  DEPARTMENTS  as  under,  we  are 
splendidly  equipped  for  catering  to  the  trade  of  the  GREAT  WEST,  and  we  are 
determined  to  giue  our  customers  such  aduantage  as  can  only  be  deriued  from 
successful  and  experienced  buying. 

Staples 

Foreign  and  Domestic 

Dress  Goods 

and  Woo/ens 

Small  Wares  and 

Haberdashery 

ll^il?.  Men's  Furnishings 

Carpets  &  House 

Furnishings 


|V[en's  pupnishings 

We  have  given  this  department  special  attention  for  this  season.  Our  NECK- 
WEAR stock  is  very  large  and  etteetive,  comprising  all  the  latest  styles  in  the  newest 
effects.  Shirts  in  great  variety,  in  WHITE  and  COLORED  DRESS  and  NEGLIGE 
styles.  We  would  call  the  attention  of  the  trade  to  the  celebrated  SPRING 
BOTTOM  PANTS  and  OVERALLS,  OUR  OWN  MANUFACTURE. 


LADIES'  BLOUSES. 


We  have  a  magnificient   line,  perfect  in    design,  make   and    finish  with  detachable 
collars  and  cuffs. 


A  very  important  feature  with  us  is  the  prompt  and  careful  attention  we  give  to 


filling  LETTER  ORDERS. 


R.  J.  WHITLA  &  CO., 


Vsriisrjsrx:PE&,  nyn_A-isr. 


FORT  (iAEKY   IN  OLDEN  TIME 
SUMMER  SOESE  FORT  Garry  the  Last  Kelic 

Hudson's  Bay  Stores  of  To-day,  Winnipeg 
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THE  LEADING 


PRODUCE  HOUSE  OF 

THE  NORTH-WEST 


If  \  1)11  wisli  to  obtain  the  liig:liest  market  value  for  your 
)>ro(iuce  (and  who  does  not?)  and  are  not  already  on  our  list 
ot  shippers,  let  us  enroll  you,  and  he  benefitted  by  onr  wide 
eontiections  and  large  experience  in  this  line,  we  handle 
the  bulk  of  the  produce  of  this  province,  which  is  in  itself 
the  best  recommendation  of  our  fair  dealings,  financial 
stM,biliry  and  inielligent  methods. 


^^y^'-'^^t^^m- 


J^ij  PA-P06£ffS 
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The  accompanying  cut  represents  our  New  cold  Storage 
Warehouse,  which  is  entirely  under  the  most  approved 
system  of  modern  refrigeration,  through  it's  medium  we  are 
enabled  to  handle  all  kinds  of  perishable  merchandise  under 
the  most  favorable  conditions.  Wo  are  prepared  to  store  for 
holders,  sell  on  commission  or  purchase  outright. 

Parsons  Produce  Compy, 


ALFRED_POLGE 

FELT  SHOES 


THEY  ARE  NOT  A  YOU  MAY 


LUXURY 

THEY  ARE  A 

NECESSITY 


jdiiojges 


EXIST 


but  you  cannot 


Suppers 

':!sHois-:)     Suffer  Comfort 


in  Macitoba  witht-ut  them. 


ARTHUR  CONGDON,  13  RORIE  ST.,  WINNIPEG,  MAN. 
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HOME  CURED  BUT  UNEXCELLED 


Red  Cross  on  a  Tin  of  Lard,  a  Ham  or  a  Side  of  Bacon  means  purity 
and  choice  curing.  The  western  trade  is  our  natural  market,  and  with  such 
goods  as  we  are  now  producing  we  expect  to  secure  all  the  business  we 
can  handle.     We  want  it  and  we  propose  to  merit  it— AND    GET   IT. 


Pork  Packera,  WinDip>ag. 
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Winnipeg,  Canada,  February  21,  1896. 
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INTRODUCTORY 

OME  thousands  of  copies  of  this 
number  of  The  Commercial 
will  be  printed  for  general 
distribution,  in  addition  to  the 
number  required  for  regular  sub- 
scribers. A  copy  of  the  issue  will 
therefore  fall  into  the  hands  of  many 
persons  who  are  not  regular  readers 
of  the  journal.  Some  whc  chance  to 
receive  this  number  may  wish  to 
know  something  about  the  journal. 
The  Commercial,  as  its  name  implies, 
is  primarily  a  paper  for  business  men 
and  other  persons  who  wisli  to  keep 
informed  regarding  the  commercial 
news  and  general  development  and 
resources  of  Western  Canada.  Its 
columns  are  tilled  with  matter  per- 
taining to  trade,  commerce,  manufac 
tures,  finance,  insurance,  mining  news, 
market  reports,    etc.      Its    particular 


field  is  Western  Canada,  inclading 
the  vast  territory  lying  between  Lake 
Superior  and  the  Pacific  Coast.  While 
considerable  space  is  given  to  general 
commercial  matters,  particular  atten- 
tion is  given  to  commercial  progress 
and  development  in  Western  Canada. 
The  journal  is  published  weekly,  at 
Winnipeg,  Canada,  and  will  be  mailed 
to  any  address  in  Canada,  the  United 
States  or  Great  Britain,  for  $2  per 
annum,  i8s.  4d.)  in  advance. 

Persons,  either  at  home  or  abroad, 
who  wish  to  learn  something  about  the 
vast  region  known  as  Western  Canada, 
will  find  The  Commercial  a  valuable 
and  interesting  paper.  Its  aim  is  to 
give  only  reliable  information  about 
the  country.  A  representative  of  the 
paper  visits  every  settled  portion  of 
the  country  at  least  once  a  year.  The 
great  province  of  British  Columbia  is 
given  special  attention.  Each  week  a 
budget  of  British  Columbia  matter  is 
given,  prepared  by  our  special  re- 
porters on  the  ground  there.  Thus 
The  Commercial  is  kept  in  touch  with 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  in  this 
way  the  journal  has  earned  an  en- 
viable reputation  for  reliable  infor- 
mation concerning  Western  Canada. 
This  paper  has  long  been  looked  upon 
as  an  authority  on  matters  concerning 
that  portion  of  Canada  west  of  the 
great  lakes  of  the  St.    Lawrence. 

A  great  interest  is  now  being  taken 
in  mining  matters  in  this  country. 
Western  Canada  possesses  several 
mineral  districts'  which  are  now  evi- 
dently on  the  verge  of  an  era  of  great 
activity.  The  rich  discoveries  in  gold, 
silver  and  other  metals,  made  during 
the  past   year,  have   drawn  much  at- 


tention to  our  mineral  wealth,  and 
foreign  as  well  as  home  capital  is  now 
flowing  in  for  the  development  of 
these  natural  resources.  The  first 
wave  of  activity  in  mineral  develop- 
ment has  already  been  experienced, 
and  during  the  next  few  years  West- 
ern Canada  bids  fair  to  be  the  centre 
"f  the  greatest  mining  activity  any- 
where in  the  world.  In  order  to  keep 
the  readers  of  The  Commercial  posted 
in  legitimate  mining  matters,  the  staff 
of  the  journal  has  recently  been  in- 
creased. Those  who  wish  to  learn 
about  our  mineral  resources  and  de- 
velopment, will  find  The  Commercial 
a  reliable  medii'.m  of  information. 

The  Commercial  is  now  in  its 
fifteenth  year  of  jiullication.  At  the 
time  this  paper  was  established,  the 
development  of  the  country  had  just 
nicely  started.  Railways  were  just 
gaining  a  foothold  in  the  country,  and 
the  Great  West  was  only  beginning  to 
awaken  to  a  new  life.  Since  that  time 
great  changes  have  taken  place,  and 
we  may  safely  hope  for  even  greater 
progress  in  the  near  future. 

To  those  who  are  not  acquainted 
with  The  Commercial,  we  would  say 
that  this  journal  has  no  political  in- 
terests to  serve.  Its  politics  will  be 
the  welfare  of  Western  Canada. 
Political  ()Uestions  will  be  discussed 
only  in  their  relation  to  commerce  and 
the  material  interests  of  the  country. 
The  aim  of  The  Commercial  has  been 
to  keep  entirely  free  from  the  influences 
of  party,  creed  or  clique,  and  the  im- 
partial manner  in  which  this  policj^ 
lias  been  carried  out,  is  frequently 
attested  by  letters  from  and  statements 
of  our  regular  readers. 
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Rupert's  Land. 

What   is   now   considered   the   Canadian 
Northwest  was,   in  the  eirly   days  of   ex- 
ploration, called  by  the  above  name,  from 
the  date  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
charter,   on   the   2nd   of   May,    IGT'X     The 
name  was  given  in  honor  of  Prince  Rup- 
ert, the  Royal  head  of  the  newly  formed 
company,  and  to  the  present  day  the  name 
is  applied  to  the  territory  west  of   Lake 
Superior  and  east  of  the   Rocky  Mount- 
ains,  notwithstanding  the   fact  that   prov- 
inces and  territories  have  been  carved  out 
of  the  great  area,  since  the  formation  of 
the  Canadian  Confederacy   in   1870. 

It  is  not  in  the  line  of  a  trade  journal 
to  follow  the  historical  movement  since 
the  first  attempts  at  settlement  of  this 
great  land.  Writers  more  able  have  at- 
tended to  that  work,  and  the  chapters  and 
periods  are  all  more  or  less  familiar  to 
most  readers  of  The  Commercial. 

What  this  journal  has  most  to  do  with 
is  the  progress  of  trade  growth  in  the 
country,  and  that  progress  may  be  said  to 
have  commenced  in  reality  with  the  en- 
tering of  Rupert's  Land  into  the  Canadian 
Confederation. 

It  is  true  that  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years  previous  to  Confederation  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  carried  on  a  crude 
system  of  trade  or  barter  with  the  Abor- 
iginees  all  over  the  country.  But  the  sys- 
tem was  so  crude  and  so  monopolistic  in 
its  form,  that  it  could  scarcely  be  consid- 
ered a  system  of  progressive,  or  even  civ- 
ilized, trade.  That  the  system  had  its 
good  points  is  without  doubt.  The  com- 
pany, while  it  sometimes  sent  out  men  of 
severe  and  tyrannical  notions  as  officers, 
invariably  sent  out  men  who  hid  ideas  of 
ju-itice,  or  at  least  of  consistency,  which  to 
the  untutored  aborigines  had  the  appear- 
ance of  justice.  The  motto  of  the  com- 
pany, meaning  "Skin  for  Skin,"  indicated 
deary  the  principle  of  equal  treatment  of 
all  which  the  officers  of  the  company  in- 
variably observed  ;  and  this  system  con- 
veyed clearly  to  the  primitive  minds  of 
the  natives  the  impression  that  they  were 
being  treated  with  fairness  by  the-e  offi- 
cers. 

It  is  astonishing  what  a  hold  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company's  oiTicers  had  upon 
the  minds  of  the  Indians  of  fifty  years  ago 
as  to  justice.  The  company  had  no  sys- 
,  tem  of  cheating  the  simple  and  dc  iling 
fairly  with  the  cunning  Indian.  The  treat- 
ment of  its  officers  was  alike  to  all,  with, 
of  course,  the  interests  of  the  company  al- 
ways well  considered. 

Under  such  a  sy.stem,  and  with  a  policy 
of  determined  opposition  to  free  tradinji. 
it  is  not  astonishing  that  the  growih  of 
trade  was  slow  under  the  rule  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company.  Even  the  opposition 
of  the  Northwest  Trading  Company,  a 
powerful  organization,  with  its  headcjua-- 
tcrs  in  Montreal,  at  last  ended  in  the 
amalgamation  of  these  two  corporations, 


and  the  exercise  of  their  combined  power 
to  crush  out  free  trading  in  the  country. 
Even  riotous  and  almost  rebellious  acts  on 
the  part  of  the  Indians  and  half-breeds  did 
not  break  the  bonds  of  monopoly,  fur- 
trading  until  almost  fifty  years  ago,  if  not 
for  the  benefit  of  the  company,  was  con- 
sidered and  proclaimed  by  the  officers  an 
illicit  traffic. 

Under  a  system  like  this  the  trade  of  the 
country,  outside  of  that  done  by  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company,  even  in  1870,  when 
Confederation  became  a  fact,  amounted  to 
very  little,  and  Fort  Garry,  now  the  City 
of  Winnipeg,  in  the  fall  of  that  year  had 
not  more  than  a  dozen  small  tradesmen's 
establishments,  and  a  population  of  not 
more  than  2-50  people. 

In  1870,  besides  the  village  which  clus- 
tered around  Fort  Garry,  and  which  has 
since  developed  into  the  busy  City  of 
Winnipeg,  there  were  no  other  centres  of 
population  in  Rupert's  Land,  excepting  a 
small  settlement  around  the  locality  where 
the  thriving  town  of  Portage  la  Prairie 
now  stands.  Only  at  points  throughout 
the  country,  where  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany's posts  existed,  were  there  even  vil- 
lages of  the  half-breeds  and  native  whites. 
Even  farming,  on  a  soil  so  rich  as  could 
be  found  anywhere,  was  carried  on  to  a 
very  limited  extent,  so  limited  that,  with 
the  influx  of  settlement  which  followed 
the  entry  into  Confederation,  the  local 
food  product  supply  was  altogether  inade- 
t|uate  for  local  wants  for  several  years,  and 
heavy  importations  from  the  south  and 
east  had  to  be  made. 

Rupert's  Land,  therefore,  up  to  its  en- 
try into  Confederation,  was  a  country 
practically  preserved  for  the  Indian  and 
the  operations  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany. 


The  Canadian  Northwest. 

The  above  caption  is  the  modern  name 
of  Rupert's  Land,  with  the  portion  of 
Western  Ontario  from  Lake  Superior  to 
the  eastern  Manitoba  Boundary  added  to 
the  area  of  the  latter.  This  great  land 
has  probably  more  varied  resources  than 
any  country  of  equal  area  in  tjic  whole 
world.  Nor  is  it  without  a  history,  al- 
though as  a  mere  commercial  recorder  the 
writer  has  not  much  to  do  with  that. 

The  portion  of  the  great  area  east  of 
the  Red  River  Valley  is  probably  one  of 
the  greatest  fields  for  geological  stu.Iy  in 
-America,  and  as  yet  its  geological  peculi- 
arities, and,  it  might  be  truly  said,  eccen- 
tricities, have  furnished  many  a  knotty 
problem  for  the  student  of  that  science. 
Over  these  thousands  of  square  miles  of 
country  in  the  volcanic  ages  there  seems 
to  have  been  a  seething  anarchial  up- 
heaval, which  in  some  places  has  left  the 
granite  formation  away  above  all  o.hcr.s, 
while  close  beside  can  be  found  stretches 
where  the  granite  is  buried  deep  beneath 
the  depository.  Fertility  is  certiinly  not 
one  of  the  features  of  this  country,  for  its 


brerid-producing  power  is  limited  to  nar- 
row streaks  and  small  patches  of  alluvial 
soil,  usually  far  apart,  and  nowhere  ex- 
tensive or  possessing  the  great  richness 
for  agricultural  purposes  so  general  in  the 
broad  prairie  land  stretching  to  the  west- 
ward from  the  Red  River  Valley. 

Until  within  the  last  quaricr  of  a  cen- 
tury, the  timber  resources  of  the  country 
were  considered  its  only  wealth,  unless  its 
fur  products,  and  the  abundance  of  fish  to 
be  found  in  its  island-dotted  lakes.  In 
the  past  centuries  it  was  never  looked 
upon  as  a  land  for  white  settlement,  and 
was  merely  the  pathway  through  which 
French  enterprise  advanced  westward  from 
the  St.  Lawrence  Valley  to  meet  and  con- 
tend with  the  British  enterprise  under  the 
control  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
which  found  its  way  into  the  great  prairie 
country  through  the  Hudson  Baj'  and 
the  streams  which  flow  into  it  front  the 
south. 

Even  the  history  of  this  country  is  little 
more  than  a  succession  of  squabbles  and 
sanguinary  encounters  between  the  agents 
of    the    rival    fur    trading    organiTa'.ions  : 
and  the  portion  of  history  furnished  by  the 
Indian  inhabitants  is  daubed  with  equa'ly 
sanguinary  details.     It  was  at  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  the  Lac  Christineaux  of  the 
last  century,  that  the  westward  advance  oi 
the   warlike   Chippewa    Indians,    with   the 
trail  of  blood  and  butchery  which  follow- 
ed  it,   came   to   a   permanent   halt.        For, 
after  exterminating  numerous  other  tribes 
of    Indians    in    their    westward    progress 
through  lake  and  river  land  in  their  well- 
handled    canoes,     the     Chippewas     found 
themselves  powerless  to  advance  into  the 
great   "  yellow   land,"   as   they  called   the 
prairie    land    of   the   west,    for   there    the 
mounted  Sioux  bands  were  more  than  their 
match   at   war   on   the   level    phin.        The 
western   portion   of  this   land   was.   there- 
fore, the  battle-ground   for   supremacy  in 
the  past  between  both  whites  and  Indians. 
Up  to  about  thirty  years  ago,  therefore, 
the   country   from   Lake    Superior   to  the 
eastern  regions  of  the   Red   River  Valley 
was  practically  without  settlement.       The 
outlet   at   Fort   William,   the   lake   port   of 
the  fur-trading  interests,  was  the  only  vil- 
lage of  settlers,  and  only  a  number  of  fur- 
trading  posts  existed  west  of  th.at  place, 
this  great  stretch  of  cpimtry  was  so  long 
It  is  singular  how  the  mineral  wealth  of 
kept  from  the  work  of  the  miner,  and  the 
great  timber  wealth,   which   was  so  well- 
known  was  so  long  in  being  broken  upon 
by  the  lumbermen.     \  railway  across  the 
country   from   east   to   west   has    built   up 
quite  a  number  of  smaller  industrial  points, 
while  at  Rat  Piirt.age,  on  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  and  the   adjoinng  town   of   Kcc- 
watin,    the    combined    popu'ation    of   the 
present   day   numbers   between   6.0C0   and 
7,000,  and  is  rapidly  increasing  as  the  gold 
fields  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  are  being 
prospected  and  developed.     However,  the 
mining  and  lumbering  interests  of  this  re- 
gion arc  treated  of  elsewhere  in  this  pub- 
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licatlon,  arid  need  not  be  referred  to  at 
length  here.  Sufficient  to  say  that  this 
barren  looking  country,  which  was  fifty 
years  ago  considered  unfit  for  white  settle- 
ment, now  contains  a  population  of  nearly 
25,000,  7,000  of  which  is  met  with  at  the 
gateway  to  the  country  in  the  thriving 
towns  of  Port  Arthur  and  Fort  William. 
What  the  population  may  reach  in  five 
years  more,  with  a  period  of  energetic 
mining  enterprise  setting  in,  is  hard  to 
say.  One  hundred  thousand  may  not  be 
beyond  the  mark. 

But  we  leave  this  rocky,  timber-covered 
country, with  all  its  undeveloped  and  large- 
ly undiscovered  mineral  wealth,  and  enter 
the  great  prairie  country  at  the  Red  River 
Valley,  and  here  we  have  a  country  of  un- 
bounded wealth  as  a  food-producing  land. 
It  is  estimated  that,  in  the  fertile  belt 
stretching  from  the  Red  River  Valley  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  there  are  not  less 
than  four  hundred  millions  of  acres  of 
lands  rich  in  agricultural  advantages,  and 
capable,  if  cultivated,  of  producing  bread 
for  nearly  the  whole  universe,  and  yet  the 
agricultural  development  of  this  great  land 
only  commenced  about  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago,  and  until  sixteen  years  ago, 
when  railway  communication  with  the  out- 
side world  was  secured,  the  progress  of 
agriculture  was  necessarily  very  slow. 
This  great  land  in  1870  contained  a  po.jU- 
lation,  outside  of  Indians,  of  less  than  three 
thousand,  and  to-day  it  contains  three 
hundred  thousand.  In  1870  it  was  a  vast 
unorganized  waste  so  far  as  government 
was  concerned,  with  the  exception  of  the 
hundred  miles  square  around  the  mouth  of 
the  Red  River,  which  was  the  old  Pre' 
vince  of  Manitoba,  before  its  boundaries 
were  enlarged.  Only  one  place  worthy  the 
name  of  a  town  then  existed,  namely.  Fort 
Garry,  with  250  people.  Now  the  Ci'y  of 
Winnipeg  had  a  population  of  about  40,- 
000,  several  other  cities  of  5,000  have 
sprung  up,  and  there  are  altogether  some 
twenty  points  where  a  town  or  city  of  over 
1,000  people  can  be  found.  Such  is  the 
Canadian  Northwest  at  the  present  date, 
and  of  the  influences  which  have  been  at 
work  in  this  record  of  progress  more  will 
be  found  in  this  publication. 


The  City  of  Winnipeg. 

Although  the  Hudson's  Bay  Co.  have 
had  a  post  at  Fort  Garry,  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  city,  since  the  year  18'12,  the 
history  of  Winnipeg  as  a  town  da^es  b-ick 
only  to  1870,  when  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley 
crushed  the  Reil-O'Donahue  rebellion.  In 
the  spring  of  that  year  the  business  places 
in  the  village  of  Fort  Garry  numb..red 
eighteen,  and  the  total  buildings  outside  oi 
the  fort,  twenty-eight,  while  the  census  re- 
turns in  the  fall  showed  a  total  population 
of  215  outside  of  the  military  stationed  in 
the  place.  The  manufacturing  institutions 
were  a  tannery  and  a  harness  shop.  From 


this  year  forward  it  became  a  fixed  belief 
among  the  people  of  the  place  th.it  it  w.is 
going  to  advance  to  a  city  of  some  import- 
ance in  a  comparatively  small  number  of 
years,  and  that  Manitoba  was  destined  to 
be  a  rich,  populous  and  prosperous  prov- 
ince. Faith  in  the  place  soon  spread  to 
the  east,  and  in  the  fall  of  1872  the  Mer- 
chants' Bank  established  the  first  branch 
of  a  chartered  bank,  and  from  this  onward 
eastern  capital  began  to  be  freely  invcsxd 
in  the  town  and  province. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  follow  min- 
utely the  additions  of  new  industries  to 
the  city  during  the  ne.xt  few  years.  Suf- 
ficient to  say  that  Winnipeg's  industrial 
progress  was  steady,  although  not  rapid, 
and  in  1874,  the  year  in  which  the  city  was 
incorporated,  the  number  of  buildings 
within  her  limits  was  over  nine  hundred, 
twenty-seven  of  which  were  occupied  by 
manufacturing  industries,  over  one  hun- 
dred by  mercantile  concerns,  and  the  bal- 
ance as  offices,  hotels,  boarding  houses, 
dwellings,  and  so  forth.  The  popu'ation 
of  the  ciiy  was  about  three  thousand  sev;n 
luMul-c'l,  and  the  value  of  property  assess- 
ed within  its  limits  $2,076,018. 

Notwithstanding  the  terrible  convulsions 
that  shook  the  whole  monetary  system  of 
America  and  Europe  during  the  years  1873 
and  1874,  the  year  of  1875  opened  with 
bright  prospects  for  the  city  of  Winnipeg 
and  the  Province  of  Manitoba.  True  it 
is  that  foreign  capital  did  not  come  freely 
to  assist  in  their  development  during  that 
year  and  in  1876,  but  the  residents  of  the 
city  were  now  convinced  that  it  had  a 
great  future,  and  showed  that  they  had  en- 
terprise enough  to  give  material  aid  in  the 
great  work.  The  number  of  new  enter- 
prises were  not  so  numerous  as  during 
1874, but  older  business  men  were  fast  add- 
ing to  their  trade.  The  most  valuable  ad- 
dition to  the  machinery  of  business  was 
the  establishment  of  the  Ontario  Bank 
branch.  The  Red  River  had  five  passen- 
ger and  three  fright  steamboats  plying 
upon  it,  whereas  only  one  made  occasional 
trips  five  years  previously.  The  work  of 
city  improvement  had  also  been  going  on 
apace.  That  summer  a  new  city  hall  had 
been  erected,  and  other  corporat  on  ex- 
penditures added  to  the  price  of  its  con- 
struction, made  a  total  of  nearly  $90,000. 
The  value  of  imports  at  the  port  of  Win- 
nipeg for  the  year  ending  June  30th, 1875, 
not  including  goods  from  Canada,  was 
$1,248,309  ;  the  exports  for  the  same  per- 
iod were  valued  for  $588,958,  and  the  dut- 
ies collected  $171,430.76.  The  value  of  as- 
sessed property  was  $2,762,414,  and  the 
population  of  the  city  numbered  about 
5,000. 

In  1876  the  city's  progress  in  commer- 
cial and  industrial  affairs  was  steady,  and 
that  year  two  flouring  mills  wire  con- 
structed, which  had  an  aggregate  capacity 
of  nearly  400  barrels  per  day.  The  popu- 
lation made  material  gain,   and  the  value 


of  property  assessed  that  year  was  $3,031,- 
585. 

In  the  year  1877  the  first  determined  ef- 
forts for  railway  communication  with  the 
eastern  world  and  through  the  province 
were  made,  and  as  early  as  February  of 
that  year  the  citizens  offered  a  bonus  of 
$200,000  to  any  company  that  would  con- 
struct a  railway  from  the  city  to  the  west- 
ern boundary  oi  the  province,  but  it  was 
not  until  near  the  close  of  the  following 
year  that  the  St.  Vincent  branch  of  the 
C.  P.  R.,  connecting  with  the  St.  Paul, 
]Minneapdlis  &  Manitoba  Railway  at  that 
city,  was  completed,  and  through  rail  com- 
munication to  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
continent  secured.  That  year  the  popula- 
tion of  the  city  increased  to  about  6,500, 
the  value  of  property  to  a  little  over  3,- 
000,000.  The  tax  receipts  amounted  to 
$67,478.68,  and  the  civic  expenditure  to 
$55,569.07. 

In  1879  progress  was  very  rapid,  owing 
to  the  impetus  which  railway  communica- 
tion gave  to  business,  and  by  the  close  of 
the  year  the  population  had  increased  to 
8,000,  and  tlie  value  of  assessed  property 
to  $3,415,065. 

During  1880  the  city's  progress  was  un- 
usually rapid,  and  her  population  increas- 
ed with  amazing  rapidity,  being,  at  least, 
12,000  by  mid-summer,  while  the  valuation 
of  assessed  property  was  fixed  at  $4,006,- 
160.  By  the  close  of  the  year  railway 
communication  was  complete  to  Rat  Port- 
age on  the  east  and  Portage  la  Prairie  on 
the  west. 

With  the  year  1881  the  famous  Winni- 
peg boom  set  in.  and  the  state  of  inflation 
reached  before  its  close  can  be  better  re- 
membered by  those  who  were  resident 
here,  than  described  now  that  it  is  past. 
':  "^ere  can  be  no  doubt,  but  the  city  /.id 
surrounding  country  made  during  that 
year  unprecedented  progress  of  a  lasting 
description,  and  the  influx  of  actual  settlers 
who  had  come  to  remain  in  the  North- 
west, and  grow  up  with  it,  was  immeasur- 
ably greater  than  that  of  any  preceding 
year.  The  boom,  therefore,  although 
carried  to  the  most  crazy  excess,  was  not 
a  bubble  without  substance.  The  ener- 
getic manner  which  the  C.  P.  R.  syndicate 
commenced  the  work  of  railway  extension, 
which  up  to  that  year  had  been  carried 
on  in  a  half-hearted  and  irresolute  man- 
ner by  the  Dominion  Government,  gave 
an  impetus  to  the  boom,  and  in  a  few 
months  inflation  was  at  its  height,  and 
penetrated  every  branch  of  business  more 
or  less.  Prices  of  goods  in  mercantile 
lines  were  inflated  as  well  as  real  estate, 
and  money  seemed  to  purchase  very  little 
of  anything.  Before  the  close  of  the  year 
the  city's  population  had  reached  nearly 
20,000,  some  5,000  of  which  were  floating 
idlers  attracted  by  the  speculative  mania. 

An  index  to  the  enormous  increase  in 
the  general  business  of  the  city  is  to  be 
found  in  the  following  statistics,  which  we 
take  from  a  work  published  early  in  1882, 
entitled  "Winnipeg  and  Her  Industries." 


THE  COMJIEKCIAL— SUPPLEMENTARY  NUMBER 


Chartered  bank  branches  in  city,  9  ; 
loan  companies  doing  business,  8  ;  manu- 
facturing concerns,  39  ;  wholesale  mercan- 
tile concerns,  50  ;  retail,  170  ;  miscellan- 
eous trading,  104. 

Volume  of  wholesale  trade,  1881. $6,236,000 
Volume  of  retail  trade,  l.?81....  5,908,000 
Manufacturing,  including  trades- 
men,  1881    6,676,000 

Miscellaneous,  1881   1,300,000 

Estimated  loans  at  close  of  1881.  4,900,000 
Although  with  the  opening  of  1882  the 
inflation  in  real  estate  collapsed,  that  year 
Was  by  no  means  one  of  depression  in 
Winnijicg.  Quite  a  large  number  ot 
mercantile  and  manufacturing  undertak- 
ings were  set  on  foot  in  the  city,  and  the 
floating  population  seemed  during  the 
summer  rather  to  increase  than  decrease  ; 
so  much  so,  that  in  the  month  of  Jul\ 
there  were  over  25,000  persons  in  the  city, 
and  several  thousands  of  these  lived  in 
tents  during  the  summer  months.  The 
resident  population  and  number  of  busi- 
ness concerns  had  increased  so  rapidly 
during  the  fall  and  winter  of  1881,  that 
people  were  contented,  and  in  many  cases 
thankful,  to  carry  on  business  and  reside 
in  shed-like  buildings,  many  of  which" 
could  scarcely  be  rented  now  for  stables. 
With  the  opening  of  spring,  1882,  the  work 
of  constructing  buildings  of  a  more  sub- 
stantial nature  commenced  in  earnest,  and 
they  did  not  require  to  be  built  on  specu- 
lation, as  the  majority  of  them  were  leased 
by  intending  tenants  before  construction 
had  proceeded  very  far,  and  sometimes 
before  it  had  commenced.  The  real  estate 
boom  was  thus  succeeded  by  something 
like  a  building  boom,  and  there  were  stili 
many  persons  living  in  the  city  who  firmly 
believed  that  the  collapse  of  the  former 
was  only  temporary,  and  that  a  return  of 
inflated  prices  was  only  a  matter  of  a  fe\v' 
months,  or  a  year  at  most. 

The  rapid  construction,  both  eastward 
nnd  westward,  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  also  brought  a  large  floating,  ancf 
by  no  means  impecunious,  population  to 
the  city  ;  so  that  altogether  1882  was  by 
no  means  a  dull  year  in  mercantile  cir- 
cles, and,  could  reliable  figures  have  been 
reached,  it  would  no  doubt  have  shown 
an  aggregate  of  business  done  fully  as 
great  as  that  of  1881.  Still,  the  state  of 
trade  was  far  from  being  healthy.  Inlla- 
tion  permeated  every  branch,  and  the  cost 
of  living  was  so  high  that  shrewd  business 
men  could  see  plainly  what  a  revolution 
was  necessary  before  a  normal  state  of  af- 
fairs could  be  reached.  Hundreds  of  im- 
migrants were  weekly  passing  through  the 
city  to  seek  homes  farther  west  ;  but  its 
reputation  for  extortionate  charges  had 
been  told  and  magnified  to  them,  and  they 
passed  through  it  as  rapidly,  and  with  as 
little  delay,  as  if  it  were  a  plague-stricken 
district  through  which  they  must  pass,  but 
in  which  they  need  not  linger. 

The  business  done  in  the  city  in  1882 
may  be  siRsseil  at.  if  not  reached,  by  the 
Customs  slalenient  of  imports  and  duties 


collected,  which  was  as  follows  : — 
Goods  imported   (dutiable). .  .$6,402,158.00 
Goods  imported  (free)    1,768,820.00 

Total  imported  $8,170,978.00 

Goods  entered  for  consumption 

(dutiable)    $7,454,221.00 

Goods  entered  for  consumption 

(free)    1,968,820.00 

Total  for  consumption   ..$9,223,051.00 

Duty  collected    $1,585,456.90 

Goods     entered     for     exporta- 
tion     $   472,021.00 

Notwithstanding  these  figures,symptoms 
of  the  coming  reaction  were  felt  towards 
the  close  of  the  year.  A  number  of  the 
smaller  business  men  of  the  city  fountf 
themselves  hopelessly  tangled  with  real  es- 
tate speculations,  and  when  the  opening  of 
1883  was  reached,  it  was  found  that  the 
year  just  passed  through,  unlike  the  two 
immediately  preceding  it,  had  an  insol- 
vency record,  there  having  been  in  the 
city  19  failures,  with  aggregate  liabilities 
of  $201,000.  the  figures  for  the  whole 
Northwest  being  :  Insolvencies,  28  ;  lia- 
bilities,  $290,000. 

It  would  not  be  out  of  place  to  call  188:? 
the  year  of  crash  in  Winnipeg's  history. 
As  it  wore  on,  the  work  of  separating 
legitimate  trade  from  speculation  pro- 
gressed, and  the  process  was  anything  but 
helpful  to  the  former.  The  fact  forced  it- 
self gradually  upon  the  most  unwilling 
minds,  that  the  collapse  of  real  estate 
speculation  was  to  be  permanent,  and  men 
who,  early  in  1882,  were  ranked  as 
wealthy,  entered  upon  1883  with  bank- 
ruptcy staring  them  in  the  face. 

That  contraction  should  follow  inflation 
is  accepted  as  an  axiom  of  commerce  by 
many,  and  it  was  certainly  the  experience 
of  the  city  of  Winnipeg  in  1883  ;  and  the 
city  was  only  an  inde.x  of  the  unsafe  state 
of  affairs  all  over  the  Northwest.  When 
the  1st  of  .'\pril  was  reached,  it  was  found 
that  there  had  been  47  failures  in  the 
Northwest,  and  nearly  one-half  of  the 
number  in  Winnipeg  during  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  year  :  and  the  gross  liabilities  of 
the  47  exceeded  $400,000.  During  the  sec- 
ond quarter  the  depression  became  deeper, 
and  4.">  failures  were  recorded,  with  gross 
liabilities  of  $590,000.  The  month  of  July 
was  entered  upon  with  a  dread  of  panic 
hanging  over  the  country,  and  business 
men  who  were  weak  financially  soon  found 
it  impossible  to  stand  the  pressure.  Banks 
and  other  financial  institutions  which  had 
encouraged  and  fostered  the  reckless  in- 
flation of  boom  <lays,  were  now  merciless- 
ly exacting  in  their  demands,  and  many  a 
man,  who  in  a  more  confident  state  of 
trade  could  have  weathered  the  pressure 
with  honor,  was  forced  to  insolvency. 
Nevertheless,  the  number  of  men  who 
reached  failure  through  purely  trade  mis- 
fortunes was  singularly  small,  over  90  per 
cent,  of  the  insolvents  having  succumbed 
to  the  pressure  of  a  real  estate  or  other 
speculative  deal.     There  can  be  no  doubt 


that  a  tremor  ran  through  the  whole  fab- 
ric of  Northwestern  trade  when  the  busi- 
ness misfortunes  of  the  third  quarter  oi 
the  year  were  published,  showing  87  fail- 
ures, with  aggregate  liabilities  of  $1,458,-  - 
OOO  ;  and,  as  before,  the  city  of  Winnipeg 
had  its  full  proportion  of  this  crash.  De- 
pression then  seemed  to  have  spent  its 
force  ;  and,  although  the   last  quarter  of 

1883  was  one  of  great  stringency,  compar- 
ative safety  had  evidently  been  reached, 
and  the  number  of  failures  dropped  to  ^Z, 
and  their  aggregate  liabilities  tO-  $415,000. 
The  Northwestern  failures  in  1883  were 
thus  232  in  umber,  and  their  aggregate  lia- 
bilities amounted  to  §2,809.000;  while  the 
proportion  contributed  by  Winnipeg  was 
101  failures,  with  aggregate  liabilities  ol 
$1,750,0(10. 

While  trade  was  making  this  black  re- 
cord, a  great  revolution  had  been  going 
on  in  other  affairs  in  the  city.  Specu- 
lative extortioners  had  been  nearly  all 
swamped  in  the  crash,  and  rents  of  busi- 
ness buildings  and  residences  dropped 
gradually   down,   until   in   the   opening  of 

1884  they  were  at  less  than  half  their  boom 
prices.  Speculators  who  had  figured  upon 
cornering  markets  in  necessaries  of  life 
produced  at  home,  were  sadly  disappoint- 
ed, and  the  price  of  almost  every  com- 
modity included  in  what  is  termed  living 
declined  rapidly  in  value,  so  that  1884  was 
entered  upon  with  everything  connected 
with  trade  affairs  in  a  healthy,  if  not  a 
prosperous  state,  and  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence solid,  if  not  rapid,  progress  was 
made  during  the  year,  as  is  shown  by  the 
following  figures  taken  from  a  statistical 
report  of  the  city's  trade  as  presented  to 
the  Winnipeg  Board  of  Trade,  at  its  an- 
nual meeting,  held  on  February  3rd,  1885: 

Trading  institutions  of  every  class 91£ 

Wholesale  mercantile  houses   75 

Retail  mercantile  houses    408 

Manufacturing    houses    167 

M  isccllaneous   houses    263 

BVSISESS  DOSE   IN    1884. 

Wholesale  mercantile    $14,220,098 

Retail   mercantile    5,809,600 

Manufacturing.contracting  and 
building  (not  included  in  mer- 
cantile)         2,550,000 

Miscellaneous    500,000 


Total   $'23,079,698 

N'aluc  of  imports  $2,239,611.00 

Customs  duties  collected  ....  509,516.81 
In  1885  busirtess  in  Winnipeg  made  con- 
siderable progress,  although  the  outbreak 
oi  the  rebellion  in  the  far  Northwest  made 
a  bad  ii<tcrruption,  and  just  as  the  spring 
was  about  to  open  up,  and  the  prospect 
looked  brighter  than  it  had  done  for  four 
years,  military  preparations  for  crushing 
the  rising  occupied  the  attention  mort 
than  business,  and  completely  staggered 
many  branches  of  trade.  For  weeks  in 
March  and  .\pril  the  sound  of  the  bugle 
was  more  familiar  than  the  clang  of  the 
hammer,  and  by  the  close  of  the  latter 
month  the  citv  had  sent  to  the  front  some 


Ws 


> 
-I 

r-     o 


l^ 


l^ 


W<^       - 


i^ 


S   LEADING  LINES 


(S 


I 
I 


''Mi     BINDERS 

Fitted  with  Roller 
'/}&i  and  Ball  Bearings 

|P     MOWERS 

5^g3  Fitted  with  Roller 

^^1  and  Bill  Bjarings 

RAKES 

mm     SEEDERS 
G^,     CULTIVATORS 

HS3\\  2ii,000  sold  in  1896 

PLOWS 
HARROWS 
WAGONS 
FANNING 

MILLS 
SLEIGHS 
STRAW 

CUTTERS 
PULPERS 
CORD 
THRESHERS 


—  j>» 

S        .SB 
—I  t= 


11 

i 


i 


iil(^ 


i 


c/> 


MASSEY-HARRIS 

BICYCLES 

Now  ready  for  the  Nortl|west 
NIarket. 


1«3H01H  3Hi  '30Vll3  3fJ0 

sarcoAOia 

Sid£JVH-AaSSVIAI 


> 

c 
S 

0 
0 

0 

> 

0 

K 

> 

M 

0 


r 


^ 


s^ 


=^ 


=^ 


s^ 


5^ 


r<^ 


iM 


^ 


4mi 

B 


11 

il 


Martin,  Mitchell  (&  Co. 

Grain  .  . 
Exporters  .  . 

Connections  with  the  East  and  Europe, 
and  all  other  arrangements  and  facilities  for 
handling     every     variety     of     Northwestern 


gram. 


Office:  Grain  Exchanoe  Building, 

Winnipeg,     -      -     Manitoba. 


Grain 
Merchant 


OFFICE  :  GRAIN  EXCHANGE, 

WINNIPEG,        MANITOBA 
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R.D.MARTIN  &  CO.,        R.    P.    ROBLIN, 


GRAIN  MERCHANTS, 


GRAIN    SHIPPER. 


Room  22  Grain  Fxchange  Room  2  Grain  Exchange, 

Winnipeg-.  Winnipeg 
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S.  A.  McGaw, '  RoBT.MuiR  &  Co. 


.^J, 


DEALER    IX 

WHEAT 

OATS 

BARLEY 

and  all  kinds  of  GRAIN 
Buyern  at  all  pnucipal  puint!)  iu  Manitoba  and  Northwest. 


Office:  GRAIN  EXCHANGE,  WINNIPEG. 

Corrospondecco  aolioited. 


MILLERS  and 
GRAIN  DEALERS 


Ori'iCB,  WiNNiricc^,  Mii.i.s,  iJi.ad.sto.nk. 

Manufacture    best    grades 


of  Patent  and  Strong  Bakers  \f/ 
Flours  from  choice  Manitoba  ^J^ 
Hard  Wheat. 


We  do  not  daim  id  maki^  a  better  flour  than  other  miller* 
do.  but  we  will  guarantee  it  to  be  equal  to  the  best. 

We  invite  comparison  with  the  l)e3t  tlours  you  can  lind  on 
the  market.  Cash  l)uyers  will  consult  their  best  interests  by 
opening  a  correspondence  with  us. 

We  are  (irain  Dealers  and  Shippers  of 
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fiigraoed  'row  Photo  bj  Steele  ic  Co.,  Wtnnipcg 
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WINNIPEG  COLLEGES. 
St.  John'b 


Weslbv 
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2,000  men  as  soldiers/  teamsters,  transport 
men  and  other  branches  of  the  service. 
Such  an  exodus  had  a  very  bad  effect 
upon  the  retail  trade  of  the  city,  there  be- 
ing so  many  less  to  supply  with  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  not  to  mention  the  comforts 
and  luxuries. 

On  industrial  affairs  the  effect  was  also 
unfavorable,  and  so  many  artisans  went  to 
the  front,  that  quite  a  few  manufacturing 
concerns  were  practically  at  a  standstill  for 
three  or  four   months. 

Of  the  wholesale  trade,  after  the  first 
shock  \vas  over,  the  effect  was  not  so  un- 
favorable, although  the  lines  dependent 
upon  building  and  contracting  suffered 
very  sevfirely,  as  no  building  was  under- 
taken until  after  midsummer,  and  heavy 
undertakings  of  every  kind  were  post- 
poned until  after  the  return  of  the  troops 
from  the  front. 

The  year  1885  closed  with  87  houses  in 
Winnipeg  which  did  more  or  less  of  a 
wholesale  or  jobbing  business,  which 
shows  an  increase  of  twelve  over  the  fig- 
ures of  1884.  There  were  no  new  concerns 
started  during  the  year,  but  fourteen  add- 
ed jobbing  to  their  retail  trade,  while 
two  wholesale  concerns  went  out  of  busi- 
ness. 

The  87  were  divided  as  follows  :  In 
grain,  grain  products  and  milling,  9  ;  in 
groceries  and  provisions,  16;  in  dry  goods, 
and  clothing,  8  ;  in  lumber  and  lumber 
manufactures,  including  furniture,  12  ;  in 
hardware,  metals  and  stoves.  10  ;  in  farm 
machinery.  7  :  in  boots  and  shoes,  harness 
and  leather  goods.  4  ;  and  miscellaneous. 
Ii1. 

In  1884  the  grocery  and  provision  trade 
showed  the  largest  aggregate  of  business, 
but  this  year  it  had  to  give  place  to  grain, 
grain  product  and  milling,  which  came  to 
*he  front  with  an  aggregate  business  of 
*3.518,452,  divided  as  follows  :  Wheat, 
3,455,400  bushels,  at  a  cost  of  $2,033,600  ; 
oats,  5!l!1,450  bushels  at  a  cost  of  |259,800  ; 
barley,  flax  and  other  grains  and  seeds  to 
a  value  of  $141,100  ;  flour,  474,100  bags  at 
a  value  of  $923,892  ;  oatmeal,  bran,  shorts, 
chopped  grain  and  other  grain  products  of 
a  value  of  .flOO.OOO. 

Groceries  and  provisions,  although  tak- 
ing a  second  place  during  1885,  showed  an 
increase  in  aggregate  over  1884.  and  fig- 
ured up  to  $3,397,846. 

The  third  in  the  list  in  1884  was  the 
lumber  trade,  but  in  1885,  that  place  was 
taken  by  dry  goods  and  clothing,  with  an 
aggregate  business  of  $1,594,450. 

Lumber  and  timber  manufactures  took 
the  fourth  place  with  an  aggregate  of  $1,- 
257,000,  and  were  very  closely  followed 
by  hardware,  metals  and  stoves  with  a 
total  of  $1,220,000. 

Farm  machinery  took  the  si.Kth  place 
with  a  total  of  $1,064,327,  while  there  is 
quite  a  wide  gap  between  that  and  the 
next  on  the  list,  namely,  boots  and  shoes, 
harness  and  leather  goods,  which  footed 
up  to  $517,000. 


The  remaining  nineteen  houses  were 
spread  over  a  number  of  branches,  includ- 
ing paints  and  oils,  stationery,  crockery 
and  glassware,  wines  and  liquors,  fruits, 
etc..  and  they  showed  an  aggregate  busi- 
ness for  the  year  of  $1,263,000. 

Thus  the  aggregate  wholesale  trade  of 
the  year  footed  up  to  $13,848,075.  or 
$372,023  short  of  that  of  1884,  which  reach- 
ed $14,220,098. 

This  deficiency  was  made  up  as  follows  : 
Lumber  showed  a  decrease  of  $1,302,300  ; 
hardware,  of  $277,273  ;  farm  machinery,  bi 
$39,200  :  and  boots  and  shoes,  harness  and 
leather  goods,  of  $33,500  ;  making  a  total 
of  $1,6.52,323  in  these  four  branches. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  grain  and  mill- 
ing business  showed  an  increase  of  $562,- 
032  ;  groceries  and  provisions,  of  $243,500; 
dry  goods,  of  $5,450,  and  miscellaneous 
lines  of  $458,400,  giving  a  total  increase  of 
all  lines  of  $1,280,282. 

The  year  1886  was  one  of  general  pros- 
perity, and  the  figures  of  the  city's  trade, 
as  reported  at  the  annual  meeting  were  for 
the  year  : — 

Wholesale   mercantile    $15,695,356 

Retail  mercantile 6,000,000 

Unclassified 1,750,000 

Building  462,000 

Manufactures     not    included     in 

mercantile    1,262,000 

Total    $25,169,356 

The  year  1887  .  was  a  year  of  unusual 
prosperity  in  the  Northwest,  the  crop  be- 
ing the  finest  on  record,  and  the  average 
yield  the  heaviest.  The  exports  from  Man- 
itoba for  that  year,  according  to  an  esti- 
mate carefully  compiled  for  the  Winnipeg 
Board  of  Trade,  had  a  value  of  nearly 
$11,000,000,  the  wheat  export  alone  being 
over  10,000.000  bushels. 

It  is  needless  to  follow  this  up  year  after 
year.  Winnipeg's  progress  has  been  phe- 
nomenal for  the  past  ten  years,  and  if 
during  the  past  two  years  of  depression  it 
has  been  slower  than  usual,  it  has  been 
steady  always,  while  the  city  as  a  place  of 
residence  has  improved  wonderfully  dur- 
ing the  past  three  or  four  years. 

From  the  year  1888  to  1891  Winnipeg's 
progress  was  steady  and  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  when  the  crash  of  1892-3  over 
the  Western  States  came  on,  there  was 
but  little  trouble  throughout  Manitoba  or 
the  Northwest  Territories.  No  inflation 
of  any  kind  existed-  in  the  country,  and  the 
depression,  which  was  general,  caused  no 
crash.  It  came  upon  a  country  down  to 
strict  principles  of  economy,  and  broke 
harmlessly,  like  a  wave  upon  a  rocky 
beach.  One  local  bank  went  to  the  wall, 
but  its  failure  scarcely  affected  the  com- 
mercial affairs  of  the  city  and  surrounding 
country. 

The  following  compilation  of  business 
figures,  made  by  the  writer  at  the  close  of 
1894,  shows  how  the  prosperity  of  Winni- 
peg went  steadily  on,  while  crash  and  ruin 


came    to    many    localities    in    the    StatfiS 
south. 

There  are  in  Winnipeg  at  present  about 
1.100  places  of  business.  First  among 
these  we  mention  the  banks,  as  follows  : 
The  Bank  of  Montreal.  The  Bank  of  Com- 
merce. The  Bank  of  British  North  Amer- 
ica. The  Merchants'  Bank,  The  Imperial 
Bank  of  Canada,  The  Bank  of  Ottawa, 
The  Molson's  Bank,  The  Union  Bank  of 
Canada,  The  Banque  de  Hochelaga,  The 
Banque  Nationale,  and  the  private  bank- 
ing firm  of  .'Vlloway  &  Champion.  Nearly 
one-half  of  the  chartered  banks  of  Canada 
are  thus  represented  in  the  city. 
,  There  are  in  the  city,  including  the  grain 
and  milling  firms,  over  one  hundred 
houses  doing  a  wholesale  or  jobbing  busi- 
ness, whose  aggregate  annual  turn-over 
must  exceed  $20,000,000.  The  lines  repre- 
sented are  dt^y  goods,  groceries,  hardware, 
clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  farm  machin- 
ery, provisions,  and  farm  produce,  fruit, 
crockery  and  glassware  and  furniture. 

There  are  in  the  city  over  one  hundred 
manufacturing  institutions,  a  large  number 
being  small  ones  representing  ..industries 
that  will  yet  assume  large  proportions. 
The  iron  and  metal  industry  stands  first,  if 
we  except  flour  milling,  which  shows  the 
largest  turnover,  although  it  does  not  fur- 
nish the  most  employment.  Two  brewer- 
ies do  an  extensive  business  all  over  the 
Northwest  :  three  cigar  factories  now  em- 
ploy over  one  hundred  hands,  while  the 
harness  and  saddlery  industry  employs 
about  eighty.  Saw  and  planing  mills  em- 
ploy about  one  hundred  and  ten  hands, 
and  the  furniture  and  upholstery  business 
over  forty  hands,  while  the  manufacture 
of  tents,  awnings,  mattresses  and  such  like 
employ  over  sixty.  The  Qanadian  Pacific 
and  Northern  Pacific  shops,  with  the  train 
hands,  .clerks  and  other  employees,  keep 
located  in  the  city  over  s^ven  hundred 
hands,  so  that  there  is  altogther  in  Winni- 
pegs  quite  a  heavy  demand  for  skilled 
n'cchanical  labor  of  different  kinds. 

The  press  of  the  city  comprises  three 
daily  papers,  one  morning  and  two  even- 
ing, any  of  which  for  size,  variety  of  news 
and  ability  in  conduct,  could  hold  their 
own  with  the  publications  of  large  eastern 
cities.  There  are  eight  weekly  papers 
published,  one  being  in  the  German,  and 
two  in  the  Icelandic  language.  There  are 
six  monthlies  published  also,  which  makes 
up  the  entire  press  of  the  city. 

There  are  thirteen  different  loan  and 
mortgage  companies  doing  business  'n 
Winnipcg.while  several  insurance  compan- 
ies and  other  corporations  have  agencies 
here  and  heavy  investments  in  real  estate 
n'ortgages.  The  aggregate  funds  out  at 
interest  by  these  corporations  amounted 
to,  a  year  ago,  over  $16,000,000,  not  to 
mention  the  loans  of  that  class  made  by 
private  parties. 

There  are  over  six  hundred  retail  insti- 
tutions in  Winnipeg,  representing  almost 
cverv  line  of  business,   while  some  of  the 
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leading  stores  would  hold  their  own  in 
magnitude  with  those  of  leading  eastern 
cities. 

The  balance  of  the  business  institutions 
are  made  up  of  real  estate  and  land  com- 
panies, offices  of  commission  agents,  or 
those  representing  eastern.  United  States 
and  European  manufacturers,  fire  and  lift- 
insurance  agencies,  and  a  number  of  other 
lines,  too  various  to  be  enumerated. 

Such  is  the  business  structure  of  the 
City  of  Winnipeg  at  present,  and  while 
the  present  general  depression  prevents 
anything  of  a  booming  activity  from  exist- 
ing, the  state  of  business  is  decidedly 
healthy. 

Through  the  year  1895,  when  the  low- 
est recorded  prices  of  agriculture  ever 
reached  on  this  continent  prevailed,  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  Winnipeg,  the  com- 
mercial centre  of  a  great  agricultural  coun- 
try, felt  the  depression.  Nevertheless 
there  was  no  commercial  depression  worthy 
of  note,  and  insolvencies  in  Manitoba  were 
few,  far  between,  and  not  of  any  magni- 
tude. ,\lthough  prices  of  all  products 
were  unprecedcntcdly  low,  the  crops  of  all 
kinds  of  grain  in  the  province  were  prob- 
ably the  heaviest  ever  reaped  in  any  coun- 
try, and,  instead  of  the  country  and  city 
going  backwards,  genuine  progress  in 
prosperity  was  made. 

In  summing  up  the  export  results  of  the 
crop  of  1895,  "The  Commercial"  last  spring 
published  an  article,  going  minutely  into 
details  of  every  class  of  goods  shippca 
out  of  the  country,  making  a  conservative 
value  of  the  same.  From  this  article  we 
i|Uote  the  following  paragraphs,  as  they 
are  condensed,  and  carry  their  full  mean- 
ing  in   small    snacc: 

The  first  article  of  export  is  wheat.  Up 
to  the  close  of  navigation  in  grain  and 
flour,  our  wheat  exports  amounted  to  ' 
13,578,024  bushels,  which  at  an  average 
value  of  32  cents  a  bushel  (a  very  low 
figure  to  fix),  would  have  a  value  of  $4,- 
.■114,9G7.«8.  To  this  has  to  be  added  near- 
ly 8,000,000  bushels  which  have  since  come 
to  market,  and  the  bulk  of  which  is  stili 
held  in  store  awaiting  the  opening  of  lake 
navigation.  At  least  8,000,000  bushels 
more  are  held  by  our  farmers,  making  16,- 
00(1,0(10  bushels  still  to  export,  for  which  a 
much  better  price  is  forthcoming  under  an 
improved  slate  of  markets,  and  may  In- 
calculated  at  least  at  45  cents  a  bushel,  or 
a  total  value  of  $7,200,000,  thus  making 
the  value  of  the  total  whe.at  export  $11,- 
544,9(i7.G8. 

Of  coarse  grains  the  West  has  at  least 
12,500,000  bushels  for  export  from  last 
crop,  thC'  bulk  of  which  is  still  in  the 
hands  of  farmers,  who  would  not  sell  at 
the  abnormally  low  prices  which  have  pre- 
vailed all  winter.  The  insufliciency  of  ele- 
vator storage,  even  for  wheat,  has  kept 
these  grains  from  being  shipped  to  lake 
l>orls  for  storage,  and  as  a  conset|uencc 
the  bulk  of  the  crop  is  .still  in  the  hands  of 
farmers.     It    is    a    moderate    estimate    to 


value  these  rough  grains  and  the  oatmeal 
available  for  export  at  $1,600,000. 

The  export  of  flax  seed  will  exceed  1,- 
000,000  bushels,  and  the  price  will  average 
fully  65c.  a  bushel  all  round,  making  a 
total  value  of  $6.50,000. 

The  exports  of  live  stock  for  1895 
reached  50,000  head  of  cattle  at  an  aggre- 
gate value  of  $1,850,000,  or  $37  a  head  ; 
sheep,  15,000  head  at  $3  each,  total  $45,- 
000  ;  hogs,  15,0(J0  at  $8  each,  total  $120,- 
oOO.  and  horses,  400  at  $-50,  a  total  of  $20,- 
OOO,  making  a  total  live  stock  export  value 
of '$2,035,000. 

The  fish  exports  from  Lake  Winnipeg 
for  the  past  year  aggregate  in  value  about 
$250,000,  and  those  from  other  lakes  about 
$50,000,  or  a  total  of  $300,000. 

The  make  of  dairy  products  for  the  year 
are  as  follows  :  Che?se,  1,553,492  pounds, 
with  an  export  of  creamery  butter  mostly 
from  the  factories,  making  a  combined 
value  of  $192,823.  Of  dairy  butter,  1,233,- 
440  pounds  were  exported,  value  $131,353, 
or  a  total  export  of  dairy  products  of 
$.324,176. 

Of  raw  hides,  50,000  were  exported,  hav- 
ing a  value  of  over  $100,000,  while  the  ex- 
port of  furs  rarely  comes  under  $1,000,000 
in  value  any  year,  and  this  year  may  safe- 
ly be  put  down  at  that  figure. 

There  is  another  range  of  varied  ex- 
ports, which  it  is  very  difficult  to  classify. 
Our  wool  crop  of  the  past  year,  an  ab- 
normally heavy  one,  celts,  tallow,  230,000 
pounds  of  medicinal  roots,  and  several 
other  unimportant  items  which  will  ag- 
gregate in  the  neighborhood  of  $200,000. 

.'\fter  allowing  $200, (HiO  as  the  value  of 
items  to  be  overlooked,  the  article  above 
quoted  from  reaches  a  grand  total  of  $15,- 
269,143.68,  which  does  not  include  the  coal 
exports  of  .•Mberta,the  exports  of  precious 
metals,  and  other  lines,  regarding  which 
could  not  be  reached.  A  country,  with  a 
population  of  less  than  300,000  could  not 
but  make  progress  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  its  commercial  centre  .-o'lH 
not  but  share  in  that  progress. 

Winnipeg  to-day  is  a  prosperous  and 
progressive  commercial  city  of  over  40,000 
population,  as  noted  above.  The  city  is 
distinctly  a  commercial  centre,  as  distin- 
guished from  a  manufacturing  town.  While 
mr.nufacturing  has  made  some  pri,a:i-c-<s 
here,  il  is  primarily  the  jobbing  tra.'o  n( 
the  city  which  has  distinguisho  1  Winnipe>j 
as  the  most  important  citv  of  Western 
Canada.  The  influence  and  trade  of  Win- 
nipeg's jobbing  houses  extends  all  over 
Western  Canada,  from  Lake  Superior  to 
the  Coast.  Every  branch  of  trade  is  re- 
presented among  the  mercantile  houses  of 
llie  cily.  Ill  dry  goods,  clothing,  fancy 
goods,  and  other  textile  lines,  stationery, 
hardware,  paints,  and  kindred  branches, 
boots  and  shoes,  furs,  hats  and  caps,  gro- 
ceries, provi.-iions,  fruits,  leather,  building 
supplies,  crockery,  farm  and  other  machin- 
ery, and  in  fact  all  lines,  there  arc  large 
and    ri-spimsible    houses    catering    to    the 


trade  of  this  western  country. 

The  grain  trade  is  a  branch  by  itself, 
and  in  that  line  we  may  say  that  seven- 
eights  of  the  grain  trade  of  the  West  is 
handled  by  firms  having  their  headquar- 
ters in  Winnipeg.  It  is  a  very  important 
feature  of  the  trade  of  the  city.  The  grain 
trade  will  be  referred  to  in  another  article 
at  greater  length. 

The  trade  in  farm  machinery  is  an  im- 
portant feature.  There  are  a  number  of 
wholesjile  supply  houses  in  farm  machin- 
ery in  the  city,  with  agencies  at  country 
pt  ii:ts  all  over  the  country.  In  an  agri- 
cultural country  like  Manitoba  and  the 
Territories,  the  annual  sales  of  farm  ma- 
chinery are  very  large,  and  in  the  aggre- 
gate amount  to  a  considerable  portion  of 
tho  city's  trade. 

The  farm  produce  trade  is  another 
branch  which  is  developing  fast.  Former- 
ly this  trade  was  handled  as  a  branch  of 
the  grocery  business,  but  it  has  grown  to 
such  proportions  of  late  years  that  several 
large  firms  are  now  doing  business  solely 
in  this  branch,  handling  butter,  cheese, 
eggs,  etc.  Cold  storage  warehouses  be- 
came a  necessity  for  the  proper  handling 
of  the  produce  trade,  and  these  have  been 
supplied.  There  are  now  several  cold  stor- 
age warehouses  in  the  city,  and  the  facili- 
ties in  this  respect  are  fully  equal  to  the 
requirements  of  the  trade.  The  commod- 
ities handled  are  exported  to  Great  Brit- 
ain or  shipped  to  domestic  consuming 
markets. 

There  are  also  several  houses  handling 
hides,  wool,  skins,  medicinal  roots  and 
other  such  products  of  the  country,  such 
as  do  not  properly  come  within  the  scope 
of  the  produce  trade.  These  products  are 
shipped  to  Eastern  Canada  manufacturers 
or  markets,  or  to  the  United  States.  The 
raw  fur  trade  is  quite  an  important  item. 
Raw  furs  are  shipped  mostly  to  London, 
England.  Winnipeg  is  a  very  important 
raw  fur  market,  one  of  the  largest,  if  not 
the  largest,  in  the  world.  The  city  is 
also  the  centre  of  the  live  stock  export 
trade  in  this  western  country. 

These  lines  of  trade  are  all  exclusive  of 
manufacturers'  and  other  agencies  or  the 
ordinary  retail  trade  of  a  city  of  the  size 
of  Winnipeg.  In  manufacturing  Winni- 
peg has  not  advanced  so  rapidly  as  in 
wholesale  commercial  business.  How- 
ever, we  have  a  number  of  important 
local  industries.  The  industrial  establish- 
ments include  three  flour  and  oatmeal 
•  mills,  two  large  biscuit  and  confectionery 
n\anufactories,  besides  smaller  retail  con- 
cerns in  the  same  line,  saw  and  planing 
mills  and  other  w-ood-working  establish- 
ments, carriage  shops,  stained  glass  works, 
six  breweries  and  manufacturers  of  waters 
and  drinks,  cigar  factories,  wholesale  har- 
ness and  saddlery  factory,  furniture  and 
upholstering,  tents  and  mattress  factories, 
several  foundry  and  machine  shops,  four 
packing  houses. spicc.condiment  and  broom 
factories,  linseed  oil  mill,  b.irb  wire 
factories,   woollen    mill,   engraving,    litho- 
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graphing,  printing  and  publishing  houses, 
besides  numerous  other  smaller  manufac- 
turing concerns  of  a  retail  nature.  The 
large  foundries  and  shops  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  and  the  Xorthern  Pacific 
Railway  companies  alone  employ  quite  an 
army  of  men. 

A  city  of  such  commercial  importance 
must,  of  course,  have  good  financial  re- 
sources. Banking  facilities  are  supplied 
by  ten  chartered  banks,  exclusive  of  pri- 
vate banking  concerns.  The  clearings  of 
the  Winnipeg  banks  exceed  all  other  cities 
in  Canada,  except  those  of  Montreal  and 
Toronto.  Winnipeg  thus  stands  third  in 
the  amount  of  bank  clearings. 

All  the  leading  loan  companies  and  fire 
and  life  insurance  companies  have  head 
offices  in  Winnipeg  for  Western  Canada. 
and  some  of  these  companies  have  invest- 
ed in  large  buildings  here.  There  are  also 
a  number  of  local  companies  in  these 
lines. 

The  city  has  three  daily  papers,  two 
publishing  morning  and  evening  editions. 
There  are  also  many  weekly  and  monthly 
publications,  including  agricultural,  edu- 
cational, commercial,  literary,  news,  sport- 
ing, fraternal,  religious  and  other  branches 
of  the  journalistic  field.  These  papers  are 
published  in  French,  German.  Scandinav- 
ian and  Icelandic,  as  well  as  in  English. 

Railway  trains  run  into  Winnipeg  from 
twelve  roads,  including  main  and  branch 
lines  centering  in  the  city.  Three  great 
trunk  lines  run  dailj'  trains  into  the  city, 
each  of  these  roads  having  a  through  line 
to  the  Pacific  coast,  besides  connections 
east  and  south.  These  are  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railway  and  the  Great  Northern.  Winni- 
peg is  therefore  a  great  railway  centre. 

In  its  educational  and  social  life,  Win- 
nipeg is  fully  as  far  advanced  as  in  com- 
mercial matters.  There  are  four  colleges 
affiliated  with  the  University  of  Manitoba, 
besides  academies,  business  colleges,  col- 
legiate institute,  and  many  public  schools, 
including  several  splendid  structures. 

The  city  is  well  supplied  by  the  electric 
street  railway  service,  has  several  electric 
light  companies,  gas  works,  water  works, 
and  public  library.  There  are  many  fine 
churches,  controlled  by  the  various  relig- 
ious bodies. 

A  recent  statistical  compilation  gives  the 
number  of  teachers  in  the  Winnipeg  public 
schools  as  99.  This  does  not  include  the 
various  colleges,academies,private  schools, 
etc. 

The  Winnipeg  post  office  stands  third 
in  importance  in  Canada,  on  the  basis  of 
revenue,  being  e.xceeded  only  by  Toronto 
and  Montreal. 

The  following  annual  estimate  of  the 
population  of  Winnipeg  for  the  past  22 
years  has  been  prepared  by  the  publisher 
of  the  City  Directory  : — 

1876  3.240      1887  21,104 

1877  3,250      1888  23,496 

1878  3,273     1889  24,114 

1879  4,500     1890  25,003 


1880  6,468  1891  25,500 

18S1  7,977  1892  .30,000 

1882  11.757  1893  .33,000 

1883  22.523  1894  35,500 

1884  24.700  1895  38,50-3 

1885  22,315  1896  40,000 

1886  20,287  1897 42,150 


Winnipeg  Clearing  House 

The  commercial  importance  of  a  city 
will  be  indicated  to  a  considerable  extent 
by  the  clearing  house  returns.  Winnipeg 
as  a  commercial  and  financial  centre  is  al- 
ready taking  a  leading  place  among  the 
cities  of  Canada.  The  clearing  house  re- 
turns indicate  that  it  is  exceeded  in  this 
respect  by  only  two  other  cities  in  the 
country — Montreal  and  Toronto.  It  says 
a  great  deal  for  this  young  western 
metropolis,  that  it  takes  third  place  after 
the  old  established  cornmercial  centres  of 
Montreal  and  Toronto.  There  are  exact- 
ly ten  chartered  banks  in  the  city,  a  gain 
of  one  during  the  past  year.  This  does 
not  include  private  banking  concerns  and 
loan  companies.  The  clearing  house  was 
established  three  years  ago,  and  the  clear- 
ings have  shown  a  steady  increase  since 
then.  The  following  shows  tlie  total  clear- 
ings of  the  Winnipeg  clearing  house  for 
the  past  three  years  : 
Year. 

1891)   $64,146,438 

1895   55,873,630 

1894    50,540.647 


Lands  Around  Winnipeg. 

It  must  at  first  sight  be  something  of  a 
conimdrum  to  the  new  arrival  in  the  Pra- 
irie Province  why  there  are  so  many  va- 
cant and  unsettled  lands  around  the  city 
of  Winnipeg,  the  capital,  commercial,  po- 
litical, educational  and  social  centre  of  the 
province.  Approaching  the  city  by  rail, 
the  visitor  can  see  on  all  sides  wide 
stretches  of  virgin  prairie,  which  the  plow 
has  never  disturbd,  with  only  patches  here 
and  there  settled  upon  and  cultivated.  If 
these  lands  were  unproductive  and  sterile. 
there  would  not  be  much  cause  for  won- 
der, but  if  the  visitor  happened  to  arrive 
in  the  summer  or  fall  he  will  see  from  the 
luxuriant  growth  of  wild  hay,  that  the 
lands  are  rich  and  fertile,  and  where  the 
land  is  being  cultivated,  the  luxuriance  of 
crops  show  what  might  be  accomplished 
on  every  acre  still  lying  wild  and  uncul- 
tivated. There  can  be  no  reason  for  this, 
the  shrewd  visitor  will  at  first  conclude, 
unless  these  lands  are  held  at  exorbitant 
prices,  compared  with  what  good  land  can 
be  had  for  at  points  further  west. 

To  comprehend  this  anomalous  state  of 
affairs  it  is  necessary  to  study  the  his- 
fory  of  Manitoba  since  the  time  it  was 
incorporated  as  a  province  of  Canada  in 
1870,  and  after  that  study  it  is  an  easy 
matter  to  see  why  the??  lands  arc  Still 
vacant  and  unfilled, 


To  complete  the  annexation  to  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada  of  the  vast  Northwest, 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  satisfy  and 
conciliate  the  old  settlers  and  natives  in 
the  country  at  the  time  of  confederation. 
.-\n  attempt  to  grab  the  country  in  1869 
resulted  in  the  first  Riel  rebellion,  and  the 
spectacle  of  one  strong  colony  of  the  Brit- 
ish Empire  annexing  another  by  means  of 
conquest  and  force  was  not  to  be  thought 
of.  under  the  light  of  British  fair  play. 
The  residents  of  the  country  had  to  be 
s.itisfied.  and  to  secure  this  satisfaction  it 
became  necessary  to  grant  to  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  the  new  territory  at 
the  time  of  annexation  240  acres  of  land, 
in  which  grant  whites,  half-breeds,  and,  in 
fact,  residents  of  every  kind  shard  alike. 
In  the  anxiety  of  Canadian  politics  to  se- 
cure the  new  territory,  and  the  control  of 
its  vast  resources,  the  grant  was  made 
a  carte  blanche  one,  without  terms  of  cul- 
tivation, or.  in  fact,  conditions  of  any  kind, 
except  the  qualification  of  f>eing  a  resident 
of  Manitoba  at  the  time  the  grant  was 
made. 

The  reader  should  know  that  the  resi- 
dents of  Manitoba,  up  to  the  time  of  con- 
federation, were  not  agriculturists  who 
knew  the  practical  value  of  lands  or  how 
to  take  advantage  of  the  grant  made  to 
them.  The  little  farming  done  up  to  that 
tinic  was  only  equal  to  the  bread  wants 
of  the  local  community,  and  no  outside 
market  for  agricultural  products  had  been 
dreamt  of  by  the  population,  who  were 
even  then  little  better  than  retainers  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who  had  ad- 
vanced during  their  own  lifetime  to  that 
position  from  a  state  bordering  on  serf- 
dom to  that  corporation.  The  gathering 
of  furs  and  such  like  for  the  company  to 
export  had  been  their  only  catering  for 
an  outside  market,  and  when  land  was 
granted  to  them  indiscriminately  and  with- 
out conditions,  it  is  needless  to  say  that 
not  one  in  fifty  had  the  most  remote  idea 
of  how  to  turn  their  acquisition  to  profit, 
and  systematic  cultivation  was  about  the 
last  undertaking  these  people  w-ould  con- 
template, for  their  manner  of  frontier  life, 
with  few  exceptions,  was  not  such  as  to 
fit  them  for  a  life  of  industrious  farming. 
The  bulk  of  these  lands  thus  granted 
to  native  Manitobans  at  the  time  of  con- 
federation were  locatd  around  Winnipeg, 
and  the  result  was  that  during  the  decade 
from  1870  to  1880,  when  hundreds  of  en- 
terprising and  practical  agriculturists  set- 
tled in  Manitoba,  the  district  around  Win- 
nipeg was  not  open  for  settlement,  and  the 
tide  of  immigration  swept  past  it  to  points 
further  west,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases 
to  much  less  desirable  locations. 

During  the  decade  named  that  individ- 
ual, who  is  the  curse  of  almost  every  new 
country,  namely,  the  land  speculator,  got 
his  work  in  on  the  simple  natives  who 
owned  the  lands  around  Winnipeg. 
Ready  money  was  a  tempting  bait  to  these 
people,  at  least  to  that  large  proportion  of 
them  accustomed  to  the  itinerant  life  ot 
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freighting  or  trapping  and  liunting.  There 
are  stories  told  of  how  the  rum-drugged 
native  had  parted  with  his  240  acre  grant 
of  land  for  a  pair  of  blankets,  worth  at  the 
present  time  not  more  than  five  dollars.  It 
took  but  a  few  years  of  this  system  to 
transfer  the  bulk  of  the  lands  around  Win- 
nipeg from  the  native  to  the  speculator, 
who  stood  at  the  threshold  of  settlement, 
and  demanded  exorbiant  prices  for  the 
lands  he  had  thus  obtained.  Time  passed 
and  these  speculative  land  grabbers  came 
to  the  great  Manitoba  boom  of  1881-82. 
and  at  that  time,  though  a  heavy  tide  of 
agricultural  settlers  was  sweeping  into  the 
Northwest,  not  one  in  a  hundred  of  the 
new  arrivals  located  around  the  capital,  or 
would  pay  the  exorbitant  demands  of  spec- 
ulators who  held  lands  then,  but  passed 
on  further  west  to  where  free  or  cheap 
lands  could  be  had.  The  consequence  was 
that  before  the  middle  of  the  decade  end- 
ing with  188a,thickly  settled  districts  could 
be  found  all  over  the  province,  while  fur- 
ther cast  around  Winnipeg  the  lands  were 
unoccupied. 

Greed  frequently  over-reaches  itself,  and 
it  was  thus  with  the  land  speculators 
around  Winnipeg.  In  time  they  found 
there  was  no  sale  at  any  price  for  the 
lands  they  held,  and  the  news  of  their  ex- 
tortions had  spread  to  old  lands  to  such 
an  extent  that  new  settlers  hurried  past  ihe 
district  for  fear  of  being  victimized  In- 
some  land  shark. 

With  few  exceptions  these  land  specu- 
lators were  practically  working  upon  mar- 
gins, and  had  mortgages  and  other  obli- 
gations resting  on  their  property.  As  a 
natural  consc(|uencc  a  few  years  froze 
them  out,  and  the  lands  they  had  hoped 
lo  sell  at  high  prices  fell  from  their  grasp, 
an<l  came  into  the  possession  of  loan  and^. 
ii'ortgage  companies,  or  individuals  who 
l>ought  under  mortgage  sale,  and  the  re- 
sult was  that  by  the  close  of  the  last  de- 
cade seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  land 
speculators  around  Winnipeg  had  lost 
their  lands,  and  the  remainder  who  were 
able  to  hold  on  to  theirs  were  convinced 
of  the  folly  of  their  past  course.  The  re- 
sult now  is  what  generally  happens  when 
a  forced  reaction  has  set  in.  Prices  of 
land  have  gone  to  the  opposite  extreme, 
and  around  Winnipeg  they  now  average 
less  than  one-half  of  what  is  asked  for 
inferior  lamls  in  other  districts  of  the  pro- 
vince. The  poorer  grade  of  low  lying 
lands,  with  the  great  area  fit  only  for  hay 
lands,werc  held  in  l)Oom  days  at  $lo  to  .*2" 
an  acre, but  they  can  now  be  had  in  abund 
ance  at  $2  to  $2.rO  an  acre.  The  best 
grade  of  lands,  suitable  for  grain  raising. 
were  held  in  boom  days  at  ^.tll  to  $4n  an 
acre,  but  the  finest  of  them  to-day  can  be 
had  at  from  f)  to  $10.  This  means  that 
a  farm  of  land,  as  rich  in  an  agricultural 
sense  as  can  be  fiumd  in  this  world,  lo- 
cated within  a  dozen  miles  of  Winnipeg, 
a  city  of  about  IH.OOO  population,  can  be 
purchased  at  $10  an  acre  or  less.  Such  is 
the  state  of  the  land  market  around  Win- 


nipeg at  the  present  time,  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  this  anomalous  state  of  affairs 
can  last  long.  Even  a  bad  reputation  of 
land  owners  will  not  long  cause  settlers 
to  pass  lands  at  abnormally  low  figures, 
and  go  further  west  to  much  less  advan- 
tageous points,  and  pay  double  the  price 
for  poorer  lands. 

Another  fact  it  would  be  well  for  the 
reader  tc  kv)W.  and  that  is,  that  no  '••lil- 
wj..'  co'i-j  Lny,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany or  ether  landed  corporation  which 
advertise,  its  lands  in  old  countries  own 
any  lands  in  the  Winnipeg  district.  Their 
lands  arc  all  further  west  in  the  province 
and  lerriiories  beyond,  and  they  are  all 
thv.s  ii:iercfted  in  guiding  the  tide  of  set- 
tlen.itnt  lo  points  further  west.  In  four 
cases  out  of  five  the  agents  of  such  land- 
owning corporations  in  the  east  and  in 
Europe,  are  men  who  know  nothing  of  the 
Northwest,  and  scai-cely  one  of  the  num- 
ber can  distinguish  between  good  and  bad 
laiid.  Still,  it  is  their  duty  to  settle  the 
lands  of  the  corporations  who  employ  and 
pay  them,  and  frequently  they  have  been 
known  to  work  in  that  direction  and  at 
the  same  time  circulate  the  most  untruth- 
ful and  damaging  statements  about  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  are  not  interested. 
The  Winnipeg  district  has  suffered  much 
in  this  way,  ai'id  the  writer  of  this  article 
has  more  than  once  heard  an  ignorant  and 
unscrupulous  emigration  agent  in  the  east 
advising  intending  settlers  to  locate  in  one 
of  the  most  arid  and  sterile  portions  of 
the  Territories,  and  advising  them  against 
settling  in  a  fertile  locality,  simply  because 
the  corporation  einploying  him  owned 
lands  in  the  former  and  none  in  the  latter. 
Let  no  intending  immigrant  be  deceived 
by  interested  statements.  The  settler  who 
is  a  practical  agriculturist  can  easily  stop 
oft  at  Winnipeg  and  examine  and  enquire 
about  the  quality  of  lands  around  there. 
He  will  at  once  be  convinced  that  none 
richer  arc  to  be  found  in  the  world,  and 
he  will  also  discover  that  these  lands  can 
be  had  at  present  prices  which  will  as- 
tonish him,  so  low  are  they.  If  he  fails 
to  find  this  out,  which  he  cannot,  he  can 
go  further  west  and  select  his  location. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything  here 
as  to  the  advantages  over  all  other  por- 
tions of  the  Northwest,  which  Winnipeg 
possesses  in  the  way  of  an  omniferous 
cash  market  for  everything  a  farmer  can 
produce.  This  matter  is  fully  treated  of 
in  another  article  in  this  number. 


Winnipeg  as  a   Farmers 
Market. 


The  early  settlers  of  Eastern  Canada  had 
many  difticultics  to  contend  with,  which 
are  not  to  be  met  with  in  Manitoba,  and 
one  of  the  worst  and  most  tantalizing  was 
the  dilficulty  of  securing  a  ready  cash 
i\irirkct  for  the  products  of  the  farm.  This 
latter  dillicully  has  never  been  experienced 


in  Manitoba,  since  railway  communication 
became  general,  so  far  as  grain  is  con- 
cerned. Every  little  town  in  the  province 
has  its  elevator  or  elevators,  with  buyers 
during  the  season,  ready  to  pay  cash  for 
every  bushel  brought  to  market.  In  the 
larger  towns  these  buyers  are  waiting  all 
the  year  round,  and  only  in  some  of  the 
minor  points  are  they  withdrawn  during 
the  summer,  when  farmers  are  busy  at 
work  on  their  farms  and  unable  to  haul 
grain  to  town,  unless  at  rare  intervals.  In 
fact,  so  keen  has  the  competition  in  grain 
buying  been  of  late  years,  that  dealers 
have  had  to  handle  the  farmers'  products 
on  exceedingly  slender  margins,  so  much 
so  that  quite  a  few  have  found  the  busi- 
ness unprofitable,  and  have  lost  money 
by  their  operations.  Only  the  large  con- 
cerns, buying  at  numerous  points,  and 
handling  hundreds  of  thousands,  and  even 
millions,  of  bushels  in  a  season,  have  been 
able  to  make  their  business  give  a  fair 
return  during  the  past  two  years.  There  is 
therefore  all  over  Manitoba  a  ready  cash 
market  for  grain,  and  keen  competition 
in  the  business. 

But  grain  raising  alone  is  not  farming 
in  Manitoba,  as  many  of  our  settlers  have 
dii.-overeJ  to  their   loss   during  the   past 
two  jfais  o!  depressed  grain  markets.  The 
prcc.iiitio'i  of  butter,  eggs,  poultry.cheese, 
cattle,  hogs  r.ud  other  commodities  is  rap- 
idly increafir.g  of  late,  and  it  is  an  cver- 
. ready  cash  maiket  for  such  products  that 
th ;  farmer  feels  the  lack  of  in  points  less 
impcrtant  end    further  west  than   Winni- 
peij.     The  tV.rnier  wishing  to  sell  cattle  or 
hog.-   ir,   western  points   has  to   wait  very 
oi'en    until    'he    visiting    buyer    of    such 
come   around.     He   may   take    his   butter, 
eggs,    cheese    and    other   commodities    to 
the    country    town    where    he    does    his 
trading,  and  find  that  he  has  to  take  pay- 
ment  in    groceries,    dry    goods    or    other 
nicrchanl^se,  or  at  best  get  a  proportion 
(not  a  large  one)   in  cash,  and  take  the 
balance  in  trade.     It  cannot  be  otherwise 
in   small  towns,   where  the  local   demand 
calls  only  for  a  small  proportion  of  such 
products  of  the  surrounding  farmers.     In 
Winnipeg  matters  are  different.     There  is 
not  a  product   of  the  farm   which  cannot 
be  brought  in  and  find  a  cash  market  at 
any   time    of   the   year,    and   there    is    no 
line   of   product    for   which    there    is    not 
competing  buyers  in  the  city,  so  that  the 
farmer  is  not  at  the  mercy  of  the  buyer  in 
any  case.     Winnipeg  is   the   central   point 
at  which  all  the  lines  of  railway  intersect- 
ing  the   province  converge,   and  it   is  the 
collecting  market  from  which  all  products 
in   car   lots   arc   exported.     It  cannot   fail 
therefore  to  be  a  ready  cash   market,   for 
it  is  the  collecting  point  for  the  exports 
of  the  vast  Northwest. 

There  is  another  point,  too,  which  an 
intending  settler  would  do  well  to  figure 
upon,  and  that  is  that  the  farmer  selling 
his  products  in  Winnipeg  gets  the  price 
the  farmer  at  western  points  would  get, 
with  the  addition  of  the  freight  from  the 
western  point  and  the  profit  of  one  middle 
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Foreign  Connectioa 

Drewrys  kM% 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 

U.  S.  A. 


EDWARD  L.DREWRY. 

SOLE  MANUFACTURER 
WINNIPE:G,-e,.^(HrVJ>~>     MANITOBA 
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REDWOOD  &  EMPIRE  BRI 


1%. 


Most    extensive  and  complete  in   Western  Canada.     Fine  P'lavored 
English    Hopped  Stock    Ale,    Pale  Brand    Light  Lager  and    Extra 
Porter  guaranteed    uniform   strength  and   quality. 


EDWARD  L  DREWRY,  MANUFA& 
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G.  G.  EMERSON, 

Brandon. 


C.  C.  HAGUE, 

Winnipyeg: 


EMERSON  &  HAGUE 


(SUCOESSOKS  TO  HOPE  &  C<.>:( 
MANUFACTURERS  OF 


OVERALLS  AKD  SHIRTS 


WAGON  and  CART  COVERS 


PAULINS 


W.  W.  SPRINGS 


MATTRESSES,  FLAGS.    Etc.      . 
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Tents  and 


Awnings 


Factory,  157  Thistle  Street,  Winnipeg. 


Branch,  10th  Street,  Brandon. 
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VIKWn  OI'    roIlTAdl-;    I,A    i'RAIllIK 


Sngrarti  from  Pholo  bt/_Koic<;  rvrlayc  la  rrairit 


Cf^IGHTO^ 


Tea  Importer  and  Wholesale  R^erchant 


Sold  in  Packages  only 
I  lb  and  5  lb  Cartoons 
5  lb  Cannisters 


Gri§:hton'5  ^T^iger 
eylon  X  ea      i 


A.     SF»EJCIALT"V 
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Teas,  Coffees,  Spices,  Baking  Powders,  Soaps,  Vixegar, 
KoLLED  Oats,  Meals,  Flour,  Etc. 


Ordei'i  by  Mail  Promptly  Attended  to 

A.   J.    CRIGHTON,    PORTAGE    LA    PRAtRiE,    MAN.      ^ 


F.  H.  Brydges 

Insurances 


BAiNlPOtDfR 


OUR    STANDARD     BRANDS 


WESTERN     CANADA     BLOCK. 
WINNIPEG 

■  *•  i* 

COMPANIES    REPRESELNTED; 

Xatioual  Assurauce   Co.,  of    Irelaud 
The  Imperial  Insurance  Co.;  | 

ACCIDENT 

Traveller's  Insurance  Co.  of  Hartford 

PLATE  GLASS 

Montreal  Plate  Glass  Insurance   Co. 

BURGLARY 

Duminiou   Burglary  Uuaiautee   Co., 
Limited. 


White  Star  Baking  Powder 
White  Star  Vinegar 
White  Star  PicKles 
Pure  Diamond  Extracts 

And  all  Spices  bearing  the  brand  "pure" 
are  guaranteed  to  be  the  same 

The  Dyson,  Gibson  Co. 


WINNIPEG.  MANITOBA 


Baking  powoi 

PURE  t^WHOLESOME 


(Xlhat  are  the  most 


OFi^ 


yoar  Customers  ? 

They  may  be  WORKING  MEN.  BUSI- 
NESS MEN,  PROFESSIONAL  MEN,  or 
men  with  nothing  to  do.  It  makes  no 
difference  so  long  as  they  are  MEN.  We 
have  just  what  they  want  to  wear.  A 
SHIRT  for  a  MINER,  for  a  TEAMSTER, 
for  the  gay  BICYCLER  or  CRICKETER 
or  the  man  who  would  shine  in  evening 
dress.  Not  to  mention  everything  else  in 
MEN'S  FURNISHINGS. 


Cr 
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SANFORD  BLOCK,  WINNIPEG 


HOTEL 


LELAND 


WINNIPEG 


MAN 


'I'll IS  HOUSE  has  accdimiiDilation  tor  ovei-  200  jjuests,  lias  every 
inoderii  luxury  to  be  found  iu  a  hotel.  Bedi'ooins  ami  suites  of  rooms 
with  Bathrooms  and  Lavatories  attached,  and  is  a  model  for  venti- 
lation, light  and  comfort. 

The  Fire  i'revention  and  o.scape  facilities  are  perfect,  ami  preclude  any 
chance  of  accident.  The  magnificent  Dining  Room  luif-  no  superior 
ill  Canada.  The  parlors  are  lu.xuriouslj'  furnished,  and  the  Rotunda 
and  Reading  Rooms,  spacious,  brilliantly   lighted  and  in  every  res|ieet. 


the    house    i 

CANADA. 


THE  PALACE  HOTEL  OF  WESTERN 


It  Is  by  all  odds  tf)e  most  cinvenieat  h)u<e  in   tt\9   City  for  Commercial  Travellers. 
b°ing  in  the  centre  of  the  City,  and  families  will  find  In  it  tl^e  acn^e  of  con\fort 


STAY  THERE  ONOE  AND  YOU   ARE  CERTAIN 
TO  OO  BACK  AGAIN. 


W.  D.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor 
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tnah.  A  farmer  working  a  half  section  of 
land  properly  could  by  selling  in  Winni- 
peg get  enough  each  year  for  his  products, 
over  that  paid  to  the  farmer  300  miles 
west  for  the  same  stuff,  to  pay  a  heavy 
interest  on  the  whole  cost  of  his  farm. 
In  short,  with  the  superior  market  afford- 
ed, he  would  be  better  off  to  pay  $10  an 
acre  for  a  farm  near  to  the  city  than  get 
one  as  a  gift  300  miles  further  west. 

As  a  purchasing  market  for  the  supplies 
necessary  on  a  farm  the  advantages  of  the 
Winnipeg  district  are  almost  as  great. 
The  competition  of  the  city  reduces  the 
prices  of  all  merchandise  to  the  lowest 
possible  levels,  and  in  this  respect  a  great 
saving  can  be  made. 

If  Winnipeg  has  great  advantages  to 
the  farmer  as  a  market  for  sale,  it  offers 
even  greater  as  a  market  to  purchase  in. 
The  city  is  now  the  grain  centre  of  Can- 
ada, and  on  its  Grain  Exchange  more 
business  is  done  by  far  than  in  any  other 
exchange  in  the  Dominion.  Here  the 
farmer  sells  his  grain  direct  to  the  ex- 
porter and  miller,  and  here  also  he  can 
purchase  much  of  his  supplies  direct  from 
the  manufacturer,  without  having  to  sub- 
mit to  the  profit  of  any  middleman. 

In  one  all-important  line  this  advantage 
of  purchase  direct  from  the  manufacturer 
is  very  marked  and  that  is  in  farm  ma- 
chinery and  implements.  Not  only  are 
the  leading  manufacturers  of  Canada  doing 
business  here,  but  some  of  the  United 
States  manufacturers  have  their  branch  of- 
fices and  warehouses  in  the  city.  Thus 
any  machine  or  implement  a  farmer  re- 
quires can  be  had  on  a  moment's  notice, 
and  can  be  bought  direct  from  the  manu- 
facturer, with  his  guarantee  attached. 

The  competition  in  this  branch  of  trade 
is  also  very  keen,  and  prices  are  down  to 
a  low  level  compared  with  what  they  were 
ten  years  ago.  For  instance,  take  the 
common  stubble  plow,  14  to  16  inch  cut. 
These  can  be  had  of  the  best  makes  at 
from  $12  to  $20,  while  breaking  plows 
usually  range  about  $5  higher.  The  time 
was  when  the  farmer  in  the  western  por- 
tion of  this  continent  paid  $350  for  a  self- 
binding  reaper,  and  then  got  a  very  in- 
ferior article,  compared  with  the  best  ma- 
chines of  to-day.  Now  the  finest  binder 
made  in  Canada  (and  there  are  no  better 
in  the  world),  can  be  bought  in  Winnipeg 
for  $140,  and  others  less  desirable  can  be 
had   for   less    money. 

Assuredly  this  is  getting  to  a  great  pitch 
of  economy,  compared  with  the  times 
when  half  a  dozen  middlemen  stood  by 
and  took  their  share  of  profit,  between  the 
manufacturer  and  the  farmer.  The  pres- 
ent is  a  state  of  affairs  which  does  not  ex- 
ist in  many  places  on  this  continent,  and 
the  writer  is  of  opinion  that  in  Manitoba, 
and  particularly  in  Winnipeg,  the  under- 
taking of  wiping  out  the  middleman  was 
first  successfully  undertaken.  _ 


Progress   of   Agriculture 
in  Manitoba. 

Compared  with  1895,  the  yield  of 
crops  in  Manitoba  last  year  looks 
small.  Last  year  was  not  a  favorable 
season  for  agriculture  in  Manitoba, 
and  the  result  is  made  to  appear  still 
more  unfavorable,  following  as  it  did 
the  big  crop  year  of  1895.  There  was 
a  falling  off  in  both  the  area  and 
yield  of  the  principal  crops  last  year. 
The  reduced  area  was  due  to  the  un- 
favorable weather  during  the  seeding 
season,  owing  to  the  late  spring  and 
excessive  moisture.  The  rainfall  was 
unusually  heavy  in  the  spring  and 
early  summer  and  seeding  was  great- 
ly delayed  inconsequence.  This  made 
much  of  the*  crop  late  and  backward 
and  decreased  the  average  yield,  as 
grain  crops  which  are  sown  late  in 
the  season  usually  give  a  much  lighter 
yield  than  when  they  are  sown  in 
good  time.  Crops  on  low  or  level 
land  were  also  damaged  by  the  exces- 
sive rains,  liast,  which  up  to  last 
year  had  been  almost  unknown  in 
Manitoba,  also  affected  many  crops, 
particiAarly  oats,  and  greatly  reduced 
the  yield  of  oats. 

The  quality  of  the  last  wheat  crop, 
however,  has  averaged  very  tine,  and 
this  makes  up  to  some  extent  for  the 
lighter  yield.  The  quality  of  the  oat 
crop  is  very  poor,  owing  to  damage 
from  rust.  Winnipeg  inspection  re- 
turns show  that  over  55  per  cent  of 
the  wheat  handled  here  graded  No.  1 
hard  or  better,  quite  a  number  of  cars 
grading  extra  hard,  which  is  a  higher 
grade  than  No.  1  hard. 

One  result  of  the  unfavorable 
spring  has  been  that  a  larger  area  of 
land  than  usual  has  been  prepared  for 
crop  this  year.  Farmers  who  were 
unable  to  get  their  full  area  in,  have 
summer  fallowed  the  land  for  crop 
this  spring  so  that  it  is  expected  the 
crop  area  which  will  be  sown  this 
year  will  be  considerably  the  largest 
on  record. 

The  higher  prices  received  for 
grain  on  this  crop  will  also  make  up 
to  a  large  extent  for  the  light  yield. 
In  fact  some  farmers  made  more 
money  last  year  than  they  did  from 
their  big  crop  in  1895.  Prices  have 
ruled  considerably  higher  in  Mani- 
toba for  all  grains,  than  has  been  paid 
to  farmers  at  points  in  the  United 
States  south  of  the  boundary.  Mani- 
toba farmers  have  therefore  obtained 
full  value  for  what  they  had  to  sell. 

The  following  statistics,  compiled 
from  the  crop  returns  collected  by  the 
provincial  government,  show  the  de- 
velopment of  the  wheat  growing 
industry  in  Manitoba  : 


WHE.iT 

Year  Area  Yield      Total  Yield 

Acres       per  acre        bushels 

1883 260.812....  21. 80...     5,68B,35o 

lS8t 307,020.... 20.11....     6,174,182 

1885   357,013.... 20.80....     7,429,410 

1880 381,441....  15. 33....     5,893,480 

1837   432, 131.... 27. 7   ....   12,351,724 

18SS* 

1839 623,245....  12.4   ....     7.201,519 

1890 746,058....  19  65....   14.665,769 

1891 916,660.... 25  3   ....   23,191,599 

1892 875,990....  16.5   ....   14.453,835 

1893 1,003, 640....  15.56....   15.615,923 

1894 1,010, 186....  17      ....   17,172,883 

1895 1,140.276.... 27.86....  31,775,038 

1896 999,598....  14.33....   14,371,806 

*Xo  statistics  gathered  in  1S8S 

This  shows  a  steady  increase  in  area 
from  year  to  year,  except  in  1892  and 
1890.  The  reduction  in  the  area  in 
1892  was  also  due  to  unfavorable 
weather.  Below  we  give  a  similar 
table  showing  the  growth  of  the  area 
sown  to  oats  : 

OATS 
Area  Yield       Total  Y'ield 

Year  acres       per  acre  bushels 

1881  133,044.... 30. 55....   4,064,494 

1885  157.026 40.53....   6,364,263 

188o 161,030. ...25. 15....   4'048,904 

lS->7  155,176. ...46.2   ....   7,265,237 

1889  218,744 16.8   3,415,104 

1890  235,534.... 40. 2   ....   9,513,443 

1891   305,644.... 48. 29 14,762,605 

1892  332,971, ...35 11,654.090 

1893     388,529,.., 25. 28....  9,823.935 

1891     413,686.... 28. 8   ....11,907,854 

1895 482.6.58. ..  .46.73  . . .  .22,555,733 

1893 442,415. ...28.25. ...12,502,318 

Oats  come  next  after  wheat  in  im- 
portance. The  surplus  is  shipped, 
some  to  British  Columbia,  some  to  the 
lumber  country  between  the  eastern 
boundary  of  Manitoba  and  the  Ottawa, 
some  to  Eastern  Canada  cities,  and 
some  to  Great  Britain.  Some  is 
shipped  out  in  the  form  of  oatmeal  to 
the  same  parts.  The  bulk  of  the  crop, 
however,  has  been  consumed  at  home. 

The  next  crop  in  point  of  import- 
ance is 

BARLEY 
Area        Yield      Total  Yield 
Year  acres        per  acre      bushels 

1SS3 60,291 ...  .30 1,893,430 

1884 40.936. ...32.83. ...1,363,928 

1885  52,189. ..,29 1,113,481 

1886 69,565 18.70. ..  .1,300,865 

1837 53,110.... 34. 31....  1,925,231 

1889 80.238. ...13.1   ....1,051,551 

1890 66,035. ...31.33. ...2,069,415 

1891  89,828.... 35. 6   ....3,197,876 

1692     97,644. ...29.      ....2,831,676 

1893 114,762. ...22. 11. ...2,547,653 

1894  119,528. ...25.87. ...2.981,716 

1895 153,839....  36. 69....  5,645.036 

1896 127, 835.... 24, 8   ....3,171,747 

Barley  is  grown  principally  for 
feeding  at  the  farm.  Some  very  fine 
samples  of  barley,  however,  are  some- 
times shown.  The  home  breweries 
take  a  portion  of  the  crop  and  the 
balance  is  shipped  to  Eastern  Canada, 
or  used  here  for  feed. 

After  barley  comes  flax  in  point  of 
importance.  This  crop  is  grown  for 
the  seed  onlj%  and  no  use  is  made  of 
the  straw  or  fibre.  Some  of  the  seed 
is  crushed  in   Winnipeg,   where  there 
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is  a  linseed  oil  mill,  and  some  is 
shipped  east.  In  some  years  flax 
has  been  exported  to  the  United  Sates. 
The  area  in  flax  was  light  last  year. 
Peas  and  rye  are  grown  to  a  very 
limited  extent.  Potatoes  and  roots 
usually  give  heavy  yields  here. 

Most  farmers  in  Manitoba  depend 
upon  the  wild  prairie  hay  for  fodder 
crops.  Some,  however,  are  beginning 
to  cultivate  hay  crops,  with  good 
success. 

A  bushel  represents  00  pounds  of 
wheat,  34  pounds  of  oats  and  48 
pounds  of  barley.  When  we  consider 
the  small  population  of  Manitoba,  the 
production  of  grain  per  capita  will  be 
seen  to  be  very  large. 

The  land  area  of  .Manitoba  is  about 
05,000  square  miles,  besides  about 
10,000  square  miles  of  water  area. 
We  have  therefore  a  land  area  of  over 
two  and  a  half  s(|uare  miles,  or  say 
IGOO  acres  for  every  farmer.  This 
indicates  what  vast  room  we  have  for 
development,  and  it  also  shows  the 
possibilities  of  the  future  of  Manitoba 
in  grain  production. 

These  Hgurcs  apply  to  the  province 
of  Manitoba  alone,  and  not  to  Western 
Canada  as  a  whole. 


Winnipeg  Grain  Ex- 
change. 

Tiie  Winnipeg  (jrain  and  Produce 
Exchange  is  an  institution  which  is" 
closely  connected  witli  the  graiii  trade 
of  Western  Canada,  as  we  may  say 
that  practically  the  entire  grain  crop 
of  the  country  is  handled  by  members 
of  the  exchange.  .\  large  number  of 
the  grain  merchants  have  their  ollices 
in  the  (irain  Exchange  building  in 
Winnipeg.  The  exchange  has  a  mem- 
bership of  100.  'I'he  ollicers  this  year 
are  :  \.  Hawlf,  president,  h'obt.  Muir, 
vice-president,  and  C.  N.  Bell,  secre- 
tary. A  lirst  class  telegraphic  service 
is  supplied  by  the  exchange,  so  tliai 
the  members  arc  in  direct  communica- 
tion with  the  leading  grain  markets  of 
the  world.  The  exchange  is  a  great 
assistance  in  this  way  to  the  trade. 
Another  great  convenience  is  the 
ai'bitration  and  settlement  of  disputes 
arising  between  members  in  the  course 
of  business.  New  rules  were  recently 
adopted  by  the  exchange,  relating  to 
sales  for  future  delivery,  and  for  ihe 
definition  of  trade  terms.  The  ninth 
annual  report  of  the  exchange,  rcen- 
tly  issued,  gives  consideral)le  stastical 
and  other  information  relating  to  grain 
trade  matters. 


Our    Live    Stock   Trade. 

The  live  stock  trade  of  Manitoba  and 
the  territories  sliows  a  considerable 
dechne  in  the  number  of  animals  of 
all  kinds  exported  last  year,  as  com- 
pared with  exports  in  I8'.i5.  This  de- 
cline in  shipments,  however,  does  not 
indicate  any  stirinkage  in  the  live 
stock  industry  here.  On  the  contrary, 
the  farmers  continue  to  go  more  into 
mixed  farming,  experience  having 
taught  them  that  it  is  more  profitable 
to  devote  considerable  attention  to  live 
stock  than  to  depend  upon  grain  alone. 
The  live  stock  industry  in  the  range 
country,  where  grain  crops  are  not 
grown  to  any  considerable  extent,  has 
also  made  satisfactory  progress. 

The  decline  in  shipments,  as  regards 
cattle  and  sheep,  is  due  piytly  to  the 
large  shipments  of  1805.  The  avail- 
able surplus  of  cattle  w^as  drawn  upon 
very  heavily  during  I89.'i.  Every- 
thing fit  to  ship  was  sent  out  during 
that  year  and  the  country  was  raked 
over  so  closely,  that  it  left  a  smaller 
number  for  shipment  in  18'J6  than 
would  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 
.\nother  cause  for  the  decline  in  ship- 
ments was  the  unfavorable  season  for 
fattening  grazing  animals.  I.iast  sum- 
mer was  the  worst  season  in  many 
years  for  grazing  animals,  owing  to 
the  frequent  rains,  which  kept  the 
grass  soft  and  less  nutritive  than 
usual.  In  wet  years  the  natural 
prairie  grass  seems  to  lose  some  of  its 
fattening  (|Ualities,  and  flies  are  also 
more  troublesome  in  wet  seasons. 
Last  summer  the  flies  were  unusually 
'  bad.  Cattle  and  sheep  did  not  fatten 
up  as  readily  as  they  usually  do. 
When  shipments  closed  in  the  falU 
(juite  a  number  of  animals  which 
should  have  been  exported,  were  not 
in  fit  condition  for  export. 

The  large  falling  off  in  the  exports 
of  live  hogs  is  really  a  gratifying  fea- 
ture. It  does  not  indicate  any  tlecline 
in  the  number  of  hogs  marketed,  but 
it  shows  that  the  packing  industry  has 
made  considerable  progress  here.  The 
real  cause  of  tins  decline  in  the  ship- 
ments of  live  hogs  is  owing  to  the  in- 
creased demand  from  packers.  Win- 
nipeg i>ackers  have  taken  more  hogs 
than  ever  before,  and  at  several  other 
|)oints  ([uite  a  number  of  hogs  have 
been  packed.  .\  few  years  ago  the 
supply  of  cured  hog  products  for  con- 
sumption in  Manitoba  and  the  Terri- 
tories was  largely  imi>orted  from  the 
United  slates  or  shipped  in  from  llast- 
ern  Canada.  Now  we  are  producing 
and  packing  our  iiog  products  at  home, 
and  the  country  west  of  Lake  Superior 
to  the  Pacific  coast  is  now  mostly  sup- 
plied with  products  prepared  in  Win- 
nipeg or  at  other  j'oints  in  the  West 


where    packing   establishments  have 
been  started. 

The  following  shows  the  exports  of 
live  stock  from  Manitoba  and  the 
Territories  for  three  years  : 

1894.        1895.  1896. 

Cattle .•?0,00<j     50.000       33,273 

Sheep 4,000     15,000         9,212 

Uogs 10,000     15,000         .^,316 

Horses...  200  400  293 

The  horses  and  sheep  or  nearly  all 
of  them,  were  western  range  animals. 
About  half  the  cattle  were  range 
animals  and  the  balance  domestic 
cattle.  The  figures  include  shipments 
to  British  Columbia. 

In  addition  to  these  shipments  of 
live  stock,  a  limited  quantity  of  dressed 
meats  have  been  shipped  from  Mani- 
toba and  the  Territories  to  other  Can- 
adian provinces,  some  going  to  British 
Columbia  and  some  to  points  east. 
During  the  present  year  it  is  expect- 
ed that  a  large  slaughtering  establish- 
ment and  cold  storage  warehouse  will 
be  established  in  Winnipeg,  for  the 
purpose  of  exporting  fresh  beef  and 
mutton  to  Great  Britain,  instead  of 
shipping  live  animals.  It  this  indus- 
try can  be  successfully  established,  it 
will  mean  a  great  saving  in  the  cost 
of  transportation,  as  the  dressed  meat 
can  be  handled  much  more  econom- 
ically as  regards  freight  and  other  ex- 
penses, than  in  exporting  live  animals. 
Tue  proposed  slaughtering  establish- 
ment will  have  a  capacity  of  about 
1000  head  of  cattle  per  week. 


Our  Western  Waterways 

THE  VAST  STRETCHE.S  OF    1}.'LANP    NAVI- 
GABLE    WATERS    OF     WESTERN" 

I  ANA  PA. 

We  hear  it  sometimes  stated  that 
transportation  is  the  problem  of 
Western  Canada.  If  this  be  true,  we 
may  add  that  the  solution  of  the  pro- 
blem lies  largely  in  the  development 
of  our  water-ways.  The  utilization  of 
our  water-ways  is  a  iiuestion  which 
has  not  received  that  consideration 
from  our  business  men  which  its  im- 
portance demands.  Few  people  even 
among  the  older  residents  of  this  new 
country,  seem  to  realize  the  magni- 
tude of  our  waterways,  and  the  great 
things  which  could  be  accomplished 
by  the  opening  up  of  our  "  magnificent 
water  stretches."  A  few  persons  who 
have  made  a  study  of  this  question 
have  tried  to  draw  popular  attention 
to  the  matter,  but  while  we  have  be- 
come enthusiastic  over  the  building 
of  railways  or  the  construction  of 
other  works,  we  have  not  t^ken  hold 
of  the  ijuestion  of  the  development  of 
our  waterways  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  indicate  that  we  are  really  in 
earnest  in  desiring  the  development 
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of  these  gre  t   natural  highways. 

The  great  .  iue  of  water  trans- 
portations is  well  known  to  all  large 
shippers  or  receivers  of  goods.  We 
know  that  during  the  season  of  navi- 
gation on  the  lakes,  freight  rates  to 
and  from  the  East  are  much  lower 
than  in  the  winter,  when  navigation 
is  closed.  The  difference  in  the  cost 
of  handling  goods  by  water,  as  com- 
pared with  railwav  freights,  is  so 
great,  that  wherever  water  routes  can 
be  utilized  it  means  a  vast  reduction 
in  the  cost  of  transportation.  The 
rate  of  1  cent  per  bushel  on  wheat 
from  Chicago  to  Buffalo,  by  water,  is 
not  unusual.  This  is  only  one-third 
of  a  mill  per  ton-mile,  compared  with 
the  average  rail  rate  in  the  United 
States,  according  to  Poors  manual,  of 
about  'J  mills  per  ton- mile,  or  only 
one  t  went jr  seventh  of  the  average  rail- 
way rate.  Compare  one  cent  per 
bushel  on  wheat  from  Chicago  to 
Buffalo,  by  water,  with  17  cents  per 
100  pounds  on  wheat  from  "Winnipeg 
to  Fort  William  by  rail  1  Compare 
25  cents  per  long  ton  on  coal  from 
Buffalo  to  Duluth,  by  water,  with  the 
regular  rate  of  83.00  per  short  ton  from 
Duluth  to  Winnipeg  by  rail  !  Coal 
has  been  carried  from  Buffalo  to 
Duluth  at  1.')  cents  per  long  ton  of 
2,2  10  pounds,  but  that  is  an  unusually 
low  rate.  These  comparisons  serve 
to  shows  that  the  railways  cannot 
begin  to  compete  with  water  trans- 
portation. 

With  these  astounding  facts  known 
to  shippers,  it  seems  strange  that 
greater  interest  has  not  been  taken  in 
the  development  of  our  water-ways. 
Our  energy  has  been  directed  to  the 
construction  of  railways,  while  the 
water-ways,  which  offered  a  means  of 
transportation  with  which  the  rail- 
ways could  not  hope  to  compete,  have 
been  neglected.  The  development  of 
our  water-ways  would  bring  about  an 
economv  in  transportation  which 
would  be  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
country. 

We  have  in  this  country  some  really 
magnificent  water  stretches,  the  open- 
ing up  and  development  of  which 
would  give  us  one  of  the  grandest 
systems  of  inland  navigation  in  the 
world.  It  is  a  matter  for  regret — in 
fact  for  self  reproof — that  we  have  so 
little  data  as  to  the  feasibility  and 
cost  of  developing  and  connecting 
these  various  water  routes.  So  far  as 
is  known,  however,  it  is  believed  that 
some  very  important  water  routes 
could  be  opened  up  in  this  country  at 
a  very  moderate  expenditure.  AVe 
-will  glance  first  at  the  Saskatchewan 
river,  Lake  Winnipeg,  and  Red  river. 
With  some  obstructions  these  three 
bodies  of  water  form  a  continuous 
water  route  stretching  out  about  1,400 
mil«s,  all  within  Canadian  territory. 
The  upper  portion  of  the   Red  river, 


lying  within  the  United  States,  would 
add  200  or  300  miles  to  the  length  of 
this  system.  These  are  all  waters 
regarding  the  navigability  of  which 
there  can  be  no  shadow  of  doubt,  as 
these  waters  have  been  navigated  for 
years.  The  chief  obstructions  in  this 
chain  of  navigable  waters  are  the  St. 
Andrew's  rapids,  on  the  Red  river,  a 
short  distance  below  Winnipeg,  and 
the  rapids  on  the  Saskatchewan  river, 
near  Lake  Winnipeg.  AVith  these 
obstructions  overcome  by  canals,  and 
some  improvements  in  the  channel  of 
the  Saskatchewan,  this  vast  system 
would  be  navigable  from  the  Manitoba 
boundary  at  Emerson  to  the  far  north- 
western town  of  Edmonton,  in  north- 
ern Alberta. 

The  carrying  out  of  the  improve- 
ments necessary  to  open  up  this  vast 
system,  would  be  of  inestimable  value 
to  the  country.  The  great  natural 
resources  of  the  country  tributary  to 
these  waters  would  be  more  easily 
and  quickly  developed,  and  heavy 
freight  would  be  handled  at  a  mere 
fraction  of  the  cost  of  railway  trans- 
portation. The  resources  of  the 
region  include  the  fishery  interests  of 
Lake  Winnipeg,  the  great  timber 
wealth  surrounding  the  lake,  the  coal 
areas  tributary  to  the  fSaskatchewan 
and  the  vast  agricultural  territory  of 
the  Saskatchewan  valley.  There  are 
also  known  to  be  large  deposits  of 
iron  ore  about  Lake  Winnipeg. 

The  opening  up  of  this  route  even 
for  the  coal  trade  alone,  would  appear 
to  render  it  very  desirable,  even  if 
there  were  no  other  important 
resources  available  for  development 
in  the  tributary  country.  We  have 
already  stated  that  coal  has  been 
carried  trom  Buffalo  to  Duluth  at  the 
very  low  rate  of  15  cents  per  long 
ton.  It  is  presumed  that  coal  could 
be  carried  from  the  Xorth  Saskatche- 
wan to  Winnipeg  about  as  cheaply  as 
it  could  be  transported  from  Buffalo 
to  Duluth.  At  this  rate  we  would 
have  coal  laid  down  in  Winnipeg  at 
under  S2.00  per  ton.  Coal  has  al- 
ready been  transported  to  points  along 
the  Saskatchewan  river,  and  there  is 
nothing  fanciful  or  impractical  about 
the  proposal  to  extend  this  transporta- 
tion as  far  as  Winnipeg,  and  beyond 
Winnipeg  to  points  along  the  Red 
river  to  the  head  of  navigation  on  this 
stream  in  Minnesota  and  Dakota.  It 
is  evidently  a  perfectly  practical  and 
reasonable  proposition.  The  only 
(|uestion  is  as  to  the  expense  of  de- 
veloping the  route.  While  no  very 
accurate  data  is  at  hand  as  to  the  cost 
of  the  necessary  works,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  those  who  are  familar  with 
the  route,  that  the  cost  would  be  very 
moderate  in  proportion  to  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  therefrom. 

We  have  dwelt  upon  the  tiuestion 
of   coal    transportation     only.       The 


other  interests  are  equally  as  import" 
ant  and  could  be  enlarged  upon  with 
equally  striking  results,  were  it  neces- 
sary to  do  so  to  show  the  importance 
of  developing  this  route. 

Connecting  with  the  Saskatchewan 
river  is  another  large  stream,  known 
as  the  South  Saskatchewan.  This 
river  is  not  as  well  known  as  the 
north  branch  or  the  main  stream,  but 
it  has  been  navigated  bj^  steamers  all 
the  way  from  Lethbridge  in  souchern 
Alberta  to  its  juncture  with  the  main 
stream.  During  the  rebellion  of  1885 
it  will  be  remembered  that  steamers 
on  this  river  did  good  service  in  trans- 
porting troops  and  supplies.  By  the 
development  of  the  south  branch 
about  500  miles  of  navigation  could 
be  added  to  the  Saskatchewan  system, 
reaching  the  f.ne  coal  mines  of 
southern  Alberta. 

Besides  Lake  Winnipeg,  we  have 
two  other  large  lakes  in  Manitoba, 
namely :  Lake  Manitoba  and  Lake 
VVinuipegoosis.  These  two  lakes 
might  be  considered  as  forming  pract- 
ically one  body  of  water  though  there 
is  a  slight  interruption  to  navigation 
between  them.  Together  they  form  a 
fine  stretch  of  navigable  water  about 
250  miles  long.  These  lakes,  it  is  be- 
lieved, form  a  better  route  to  the  Sas- 
katchewan river  than  the  Lake  Winni- 
peg route.  The  northern  end  of  Lake 
Winnipegoosis  approaches  very  close 
to  the  Sasicatehewan  river,  and  the 
country  between  is  a  low  swamp.  In 
fact  there  is  said  to  be  an  overflow 
from  the  Saskatchewan  to  Lake  Winni- 
pegoosis in  high  water.  The  route  to 
the  Saskatchewan  via  these  two  lakes 
would  be  up  the  Assiniboine  river 
from  Winnipeg,  and  thence  by  a  canal 
from  the  Assiniboine  to  Lake  Manitoba. 
( )nce  Lake  Manitoba  were  reached,  the 
expense  of  opening  the  route  through 
to  the  Saskatchewan,  it  is  believed 
would  be  very  small.  This  route 
would  render  it  unnecessary  to  con- 
struct a  canal  at  the  Grand  rapids  of 
the  Saskatchewan,  near  Lake  Winni- 
peg, and  it  would  also  afford  a  route 
more  free  from  heavy  storms,  such  as 
are  liable  to  be  encountered  on  a  large 
body  of  water  like  Lake  Winnipeg. 
It  would  therefore  allow  of  the  trans- 
portation of  coal  in  a  lighter  and 
cheaper  class  of  barges. 

To  open  the  route  to  the  Saskatche- 
wan via  lakes  Manitoba  and  Winni- 
pegoosis, we  would  have  first  the  im- 
provement of  the  Assiniboine  river, 
the  principal  work  for  which  would  be 
a  canal  at  the  St.  James  rapids,  just 
at  the  western  boundary  of  the  city  of 
Winnipeg.  This  would  give  a  water- 
power  which  would  pay  a  handsome 
dividend  on  the  cost  of  the  work. 
The  minimum  water-power  available 
here  by  opening  the  route  to  Lake 
Manitoba,  has  been  estimated  at  about 
10.000  horse-power,    and  the    utiliza- 
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tion  of  this  power  would  be  an  untold 
source  of  wealth  to  the  city  of  Winni- 
peg'. The  total  steam  power  in  use  in 
Winnipeg  is  estimated  at  under  2,500 
horse-power,  and  is  operated  at  a  cost 
varying  from  17  cents  per  horse-power 
per  day  of  24  hours,  up  to  SI  per  horse- 
power per  day.  The  water-power 
could  be  utilized,  it  is  believed,  at  a 
cost  of  about  C  cents  per  horse-power 
per  day.  This  great  saving  would 
pay  for  the  construction  of  the  work, 
besides  placing  the  city  in  a  position 
tobecume  a  great  manufacturing  centre 
thus  increasing  the  home  market  for 
the  products  of  the  farmer. 

The  opening   of  a   canal  from  the 
Assiniboine  river  to  Lake  Manitoba  is 
considered   by   engineers    who    have 
examined  the  route,  to  be  a  compara- 
tively   easy    undertaking,      and    one 
which  could  be  carried  out  at  a  very 
moderate    cost.     A    natural    canal    is 
said  to  exist  for  a  great  portion  of  the 
distance.     Moreover  there  is  a  special 
incentive     to     construct    this    canal. 
The  natural  outlet  of  Lake   Manitoba 
is  not  suflicient  to  carry  off  the  flood- 
water,  and  the  consequence  is  that  a 
large  area    of  land    surrounding  the 
lake  is  subject  to  inundation.     Sooner 
or  later   a  canal   will  have  to  be  cut 
from  this  lake   to   give  an    increased 
outlet  for  the  water.     This  is  a  matter 
which  has  already  become  an  urgent 
question,  and  the  settlers  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  lake  are  strongly  urging  the 
government  to   undertake  the  work. 
Lake  Manitoba  is  fourteen  feet  higher 
than    the  Assiniboine    at    low    water, 
which    would  ensure   a   good  flow  of 
water    for  the    canal.     Over   200,000 
acres  of  land   around    lake  .Manitoba 
could  be   reclaimed    by    opening  thi^ 
canal,  which  in  itself  is  a  very  impor- 
tant matter,  and  the  value  of  the  land 
would  materially  detract  from  the  net 
cost  of  the  work. 

Besides  opening  the  route  to  the 
Saskatchewan,  the  great  resources  of 
the  country  tributary  to  Lakes  Mani- 
toba and  Winnipegosis  would  be 
opened  up  for  development.  The 
most  valuable  timber  areas  in  Mani- 
toba are  tributary  to  these  lakes,  be- 
sides whith  there  are  fishery  interests, 
salt,  building  stone  and  large  tracts  of 
agricultural  and  grazing  lands. 

The  Assiniboine  river  has  been 
navigated  by  steamers  a  distance  of 
some  hundrc^ds  of  miles  beyond  the 
])oiiit  where  the  proposed  canal  would 
connect  the  river  with  Lake  Manitoba. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  year 
1881,  steamers  did  a  good  business 
carrying  settlers  and  their  effects  up 
the  Assiniboine  from  AVinnipeg  to  the 
then  newly  located  town  of  Brandon, 
and  points  beyond  as  far  as  Fort  Pelly. 
We  have  spoken  about  coal  being  laid 
down  in  Winnipeg  from  the  Saskatch- 
ewan river  at  a  very  low  price.  By 
tJje  jmprpyemgnt  of  tbo   Assiniboine, 


this  coal  could  be  distributed  right 
through  the  heart  of  Manitoba  at  a 
correspondingly  low  cost. 

The  possibility  of  extending  the 
Lake  Winnipeg  system  of  navigation 
through  to  Hudson  bay,  is  still 
another  question  in  connection  with 
the  development  of  our  water-ways. 
Engineers  who  have  made  a  super- 
ficial examination  of  this  route,  claim 
that  it  is  perfectly  feasible.  We  will 
not  dwell  ujion  this  route  at  present, 
any  more  than  to  say  that  a  survey  of 
the  route  is  desirable.  A  private 
company  made  application  for  a 
charter  to  cover  this  route,  at  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  but  the  bill  was 
not  passed.  Our  policy  undoubtedly 
should  be  to  have  all  our  waterways 
opened  up  as  public  works,  rather 
than  that  they  should  fall  into  the 
hands  of  private  companies. 

Away  in  the    far    ncrthwest,   north 
of  Edmonton,  stretching  away    to  the 
Arctic   ocean,    we   have   some   really 
magnificent   water    stretches.       The 
Hudson's   Bay   Co.  has  had   steamers 
running   on  these  northern  waters  for 
some  years.     The  improvement  and 
connection     of    these     great      water 
stretches  would  open   up  highways  of 
commerce    into   these    vast   northern 
regions     which     would     render     the 
country  comparatively  easy  of  access. 
Last  but  not  least  we  have  another 
great  water  route  which  has  received 
more  or  less   consideration    for  many 
years.      This    is     a    more  important 
route  than  any  of  the  others  mentioned, 
though  its  feasibility  is  not    so  certain 
as    either    of  the    routes    to   the  Sas- 
katchewan, and  even  if  feasible   the 
expense   of  developing    it   would    no 
doubt  be  much  greater.     We  refer  to 
the  proposal  to  establish  a  water  route 
from  the  Red   river   through   to  Lake 
Superior.     This  would  appear  super- 
ficially  to  be  a  very   heavy   under- 
taking,   and    many   persons    will    be 
inclined    to   doubt    the    feasibility    of 
such  a  route,    on  first  thought.     They 
will  1)0  inclined    to   consider   that  the 
cost  would  be  so  great  that  it  would 
be  foolishness  to  undertake  it.   Parties 
who   have   given  the   question   some 
study,  however,  claim   that  a   water 
route    from   the    Red     river   to   Lake 
Superior  is  not  only  feasible,  but  that 
tiic  cost  of  opening  such  a  route  would 
not  be  out  of  proportion  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  work.     Ic  will  be   remem- 
bered that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  late 
Alexander   .McKenzie  government   to 
develop    the    water   stretches    of  this 
route  in   opening  communication  be- 
tween the  older  provinces  and  Mani- 
toba.      However,       that      idea     was 
droi)pe(l  and  a  railway    was    built  in- 
stead.    Now    that   a    second  outlet  to 
Lake  Sujierior  is  beginning  to  Vie  con- 
sidered necessary,  it    would  appear  to 
be  a  wise  thing  to   have    a  tliorough 
pxamiioation  ot  tUe    proposed  water 


route  made,  bpfere  deciding  that  we 
must  have  another  railway.  If  the 
water  route  be  feasible  at  a  reasonable 
cost,  it  would  be  a  more  valuable 
acquisition  than  a  second  railway,  and 
it  would  provide  a  means  of  handling 
heavy  freight  at  rates  with  which  the 
railways  could  not  begin  to  compete. 

From  the  Red  river  to  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  it  is  believed  that  a  light 
draft  canal  could  be  opened  at  a  very 
moderate  expense.  The  Rosseau  river 
rises  near  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and 
flows  eastward  to  the  Red  river.  The 
land  in  south-eastern  Manitoba,  west 
of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  is  low  and 
marshy.  There  is  abundance  of 
water  everywhere.  In  fact  too  much 
water,  and  the  canal  would  be  a 
means  of  reclaiming  a  large  area  of 
land  which  is  now  too  wet  for  settle- 
ment. It  has  been  alleged  that  it  is 
possible  to  pass  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  Red  river,  via  the  Hosseau 
river,  during  high  water,  in  a  canoe, 
without  making  any  portages,  thus 
indicating  that  the  country  between 
the  lake  at  Buffalo  Bay  and  the  head 
waters  of  the  Rosseau  is  inundated  in 
high  water. 

From  the  point  where  the  proposed 
canal  would  enter  the  Like  of  the 
Woods,  there  is  navigable  water  all 
the  way  to  Fort  Frances,  a  distance  of 
over  100  miles.  The  opening  of  a 
canal  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  would 
bring  that  great  timber  country  to  our 
doors.  The  logs  for  sawing  into  lum- 
ber would  be  brought  by  water  to  the 
Red  river,  and  sawn  here,  and  thus 
the  expensive  railway  haul  of  130  to 
150  miles  would  be  saved  to  the  pur- 
chasers of  lumber.  The  opening  of 
this  part  of  the  route  alone,  regardless 
of  connections  east  of  Fort  Frances, 
would  be  an  undertaking  of  immense 
advantage  to  Manitoba,  providing  the 
work  can  be  done  at  a  reasonable 
cost. 

From  Fort  Frances  eastward  there 
are  stretches  of  navigable  water  which 
it  is  claimed  could  be  utilized  at  a 
moderate  cost,  to  open  the  proposed 
water  route  to  within  about  forty 
miles  of  Lake  Superior.  From  that 
point  to  the  latter  lake,  the  work 
would  be  very  heavy  and  a  short  rail- 
road would  probably  he  necessary, 
instead  of  carrying  the  canal  through 
to  the  lake.  But  even  with  the  trans- 
fer which  would  be  caused  by  this 
break  in  the  water  route,  the  cost  of 
transporting  goods  from  the  Red  river 
to  Lake  Superior  would  be  about  cut 
in  two. 

We  have  referred  as  briefly  as 
possible  to  these  various  schemes,  only 
saying  enough  about  each  to  interest 
our  readers  in  them.  What  we  do 
urge  is,  that  a  strong  effort  be  made 
to  induce  the  government  to  nake  a 
survey  of  these  various  routes,  during 
tbe  coming  summer.    Tbe  feasibilUj- 
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of  some  of  these  routes  at  a  very  mod- 
erate expenditure,  can  hardly  be 
doubted.  This  is  particularly 
true  of  the  Like  Winnipeg 
and  Lake  ManitoDa  routes  to 
the  Saskatchewan.  The  belief 
in  the  practicability  of  the  various 
routes  does  not  rest  upon  mere  senti- 
ment. We  have  the  evidence  of  prac- 
tical engineers  who  have  made  a 
study  of  the  questions,  in  their  favor. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  such  men 
as  Geo.  H.  Webster,  C.  E.,  of  the  Mani- 
toba it  Northwestern  railway,  Major 
Ruttan,  C.  E.,  city  engineer  of 
Winnipeg,  and  Col.  Scobel,  C.  E. 
Each  of  the  various  proposed  water 
routes  have  been  endorsed  by  some 
one  of  these  engineers,  so  far  as  they 
were  able  to  do  so  from  a  superficial 
examinaticn  of  the  matter. 

The  greatest  hope  for  the   future  of 
Western  Canade,    we  believe,    lies  in 
the  development  of  our  great  natural 
water   highways.      Tributary   to   the 
great    Saskatchewan    and   Red   rivers 
and  the  great  lake  basins  of  Jlanitoba, 
we    have    a    territory     which,    if   as 
thickly     settled     as     some      of      the 
countries    of   Europe,     would    have   a 
population   of    over  50,000,000,     The 
development    of    these    water    routes 
would  lead  to  the  establishing  of  water- 
powers  at  various    points.     We    have 
referred  to  one  valuable  water-power 
which  would  be  established  at  Winni- 
peg.    Other   water-powers   would   be 
formed  at   other  points   where  canals 
would  be   built.     The  development   of 
these  water-powers  would  alone  be  of 
great  value  to  the  country.     We  need 
cheap  power  in  this  country  to  assist 
in  establishing  manufacturing  indus- 
tries, and  the  more  manufacturing  we 
have  the  better   will   be   the  demand 
for  the   produce  of    our  farms.     The 
home  market  is  usually  the  best  mar- 
ket.    This    winter    Winnipeg   is    con- 
suming large  quantities  of  oats  shipped 
in  from  country  points,  at  much  higher 
prices  than  could  be  obtained  for  ship- 
ment to  Eastern  Canada  or  for  export. 
This  also  is  the  case  with  other  prod  ucts. 
A  city  of  a  couple   of  hundred  thous- 
and people  here  in  Manitoba,  would  be 
a  great  thing  for  the  farmers  of  this 
country.     These   water-powers   would 
build   up  our   towns    and    cities,   and 
would  draw  consumers  here  to  manu- 
facture goods  which  we  now  bring  in 
from    other    countries    or    from    the 
eastern    provinces,    while   we   would 
also  be  able  to  manufacture  products 
which  we  now  send  away   in  the  form 
of  raw    material.     With    the   aid  of 
electricity  power  could  be  transmitted 
from  these  water -powers  to  the  nearest 
towns. 

What  the  business  men  of  Manitoba 
and  the  Territories  should  demand, 
and  persist  in  until  they  gain  their 
end,  is  at  least  a  preliminary  survey 
ef  these  various  routes,  so  that  we 


might  have  more  exact  data  to  go 
upon.  In  demanding  this  we  would 
not  be  asking  anything  unreasonable, 
as  no  heavy  expenditure  would  be 
undertaken  until  more  definite  infor- 
mation had  been  received. 


Winnipeg  Board  of 
Trade. 


The  Winnipeg  Board  of  Trade  is  re- 
garded as  the  most  important  institution 
of  the  kind  in  the  West.  It  certainly  is  a 
representative  body,  containing  among  its 
members  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
city.  The  board  is  not  merely  an  organi- 
zation of  local  interest.  Its  influence  ex- 
tends all  over  the  western  country.  The 
board  is  always  willing  to  take  up  any 
matter  in  the  interest  of  other  districts, 
as  well  as  matters  which  concern  the  city 
of  Winnipeg  and  its  interests.  The  resi- 
dents of  other  towns  in  Manitoba  and  the 
Territories,  and  even  in  British  Columbia, 
frequently  call  upon  the  board  to  assist 
them  in  securing  some  desired  result. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  very  successful 
one  with  the  board.  The  membership  was 
largely  ■  increased,  the  finances  were  in 
good  shape  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
many  important  questions  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year.  Indeed,  it  is  the  general 
feeling  of  the  members  that  the  affairs  of 
the  board  have  been  managed  with  ability 
and  energy  during  the  year  by  President 
Mathewson,  assisted  by  the  other  officers 
and  the  council.  Much  of  the  success  at- 
tending the  efforts  of  the  board  during  the 
year  is  due  to  the  earnest  efforts  of  the 
president  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
board  in  every  legitimate  way.  The  fol- 
lowing summarized  report  of  the  council, 
presented  at  the  recent  annual  meeting, 
will  indicate  what  a  large  number  of  ques- 
tions have  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
board  during  the  j'ear: — 

The  board  was  represented  at  the  Con- 
gress of  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  the 
Empire,  which  met  in  London  in  June 
last,  by  Sir  Donald  A.  Smith,  Hon.  T.  M. 
Daly  and  Mr.  Stephen  Nairn.  Following 
were  the  instructions  given  by  the  board 
to  its  delegates  : 

1.  As  to  commercial  relations  between 
the  mother  country  and  her  colonies  and 
dependencies.  Considering  the  means  es- 
tablished for  inter-communication  between 
the  various  parts  of  the  Empire  and  the 
great  quantity  of  agricultural  produce  that 
can  be  supplied  by  Western  Canada,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies  should  be  stimu- 
lated, extended  and  increased,  and  the 
freest  trade  relations  possible  established. 
The  advantages  to  be  derived  therefrom 
warranting  the  freest  exchange  of  com- 
modities within  the  Empire  on  a  prefer- 
ential trade  basis  consistent  with  revenue 
necessities. 

4.  As    to    bills    Qf    lading    reform,    we 


would  favor  full  responsibility  by  all  com- 
mon carriers. 

5.  As  to  commercial  education, we  would 
favor  any  general  system  calculated  to 
bring  commercial  affairs  more  into  line  as 
a  branch  of  popular  education. 

6.  This  board  would  favor  a  uniform 
decimal  system  of  weights,  measures  and 
currency. 

7  That  this  board  strongly  favors  a 
ui'iform  postage  rate  of  one  penny  within 
the  Empire. 

13.  As  to  intercolonial  trade  relations, 
wc  would  approve  of  the  closest  possible 
trade  relations  between  all  the  dIflFerent 
colonies  and  dependencies  of  the  Empire. 

11.  We  would  strongly  favor  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  permanent  board  of  arbi- 
trct'or  for  the  settlement  of  international 
disputes. 

16.  We  realize  the  advantage  and  desir- 
abilty  of  a  uniform  procedure  on  bills  of 
exchange  throughout  all  the  Empire. 

The  board  also  resolved  to  ask  the  dele- 
gates to  submit  the  following  resolution, 
which  it  may  here  be  said  was  proposed 
by  Hon.  T.  M.  Daly,  in  a  very  eloquent 
and  impressive  speech,  which  was  enthus- 
iastically received  by  the  Congress,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Nairn  : 

Resolved,  Thtat  this  Congress  views 
with  regret  the  disposition,  on  the  part  of 
many  people  of  influence  in  Great  Britain, 
to  direct  the  tide  of  surplus  population 
leaving  that  country  to  foreign  lands,  thus 
drawing  from  the  strength  of  the  Empire 
to  build  up  alien  powers. 

That  this  Congress  looks  upon  such  a 
tendency  as  not  only  wasteful  of  the  vital- 
ity of  the  Empire,  but  altogether  unneces- 
sary, seeing  that  the  British  Colonies  and 
Dependencies  offer  fields  as  attractive,  if 
not  more  attractive,  than  can  be  found  in 
any  foreign  country,  and  that  within  the 
bounds  of  the  British  Empire  the  emi- 
grant can  find  any  variety  of  climate,  and 
reach  success  in  any  pursuit,  and  yet  re- 
tain all  the  privileges  of  a  British  subject. 

Therefore,  this  Congress  deems  it  the 
duty  of  the  Imperial  and  Colonial  Govern- 
ments, as  well  as  of  all  patriotic  citizens 
of  the  Empire,  to  use  every  means  avail- 
able to  encourage  emigration  to  the  Col- 
onies from  the  Mother  Land,  and  to  dis- 
courage, in  every  way  possible,  the  direct- 
ing of  such  emigration  to  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

The  resolution  of  the  Winnipeg  board, 
regarding  emigration,  was  adopted  unani- 
mously by  the  Congress.  The  delegates 
made  reports  to  the  board  of  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  Congress. 

.•Vt  a  meeting  held  on  the  24th  of  April, 
lSlli3,  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  council  that  merchandise  arriving  at 
Fort  William  and  Duluth  by  steamers, 
other  than  those  owned  by  the  C.  P.  R. 
Co.  and  the  Sarnia  line,  was  discriminated 
against  in  the  matter  of  railroad  rates  from 
Fort  William  and  Duluth  to  Winnipeg 
and  western  points.  The  council  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  make  representations 
to  the  railroads,  and,  as  a  result,  the  feJ- 
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lowiii)!;  communications  were   forwarded  : 

Winnipeg.  27tli  April,  1896. 
To  Kol)t.   Kerr.  Traffic  Manager  C.  P.  Ry. 
Company. 
Dear    Sir  : — The    Winnipeg    Board    of 
Trade  begs  to  submit  to  you  the  follow- 
ing :— 

1.  Notice  has  been  given  by  your  road 
that  the  freight  rates  on  merchandise  from 
Fort  William  to  Winnipeg,  and  propor- 
tionately to  other  western  i!oiius.  when 
such  merchandise  is  carried  to  Fort  Wil- 
liam by  independent  steamboat  lines  are  : 
1st.  $1.16:  2nd.  ftSc  ;  .'ird.  Hue:  1th,  (ific: 
r)th,  57c.,  whereas  last  year  the  rates  were 
!'-2c.,  or  24c.  less  ;  "He.  or  H'c.  less  ;  (ioc. 
or  l.ic.  less  :  -Vic,  or  luc.  less  ;  -ITc,  or 
I'lc.  less.  This  in  efTect  is  the  placing  in 
force  of  your  ordinary  local  tariff  on  all 
through  frei.i^ht  received  by  your  road  at 
Fort  William  from  steamboat  lines  other 
than  the  C.  P.  R.  line  and  the  Beatty  line, 
a  discrimination  which  has  never  before 
been  made  by  your  road. 

1.  This  Board  of  Trade  has  frequently 
protested  that  your  rates  from  Fort  Wil- 
liam, in  force  last  year,  were  much  higher 
than  the  circumstances  of  the  situation 
warranted,  and  the  board  now  strenuously 
protest  against  the  action  of  your  com- 
pany in  virtually  raising  those  rates  at 
this  time. 

.'!.  This  board  also  strongly  protests 
against  any  action  of  your  company  hav- 
ing as  a  direct  result  the  confining  of  the 
Lake  Sui)erior  carrying  trade  to  any  par- 
ticular steamboat  lines  connecting  with  ihe 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  at  Fort  William, 
and  the  board  asserts  that  any  such  action 
by  your  company  is  directly  antagonistic 
to  the  best  interests  of  this  country. 

■1.  The  board  unhesitatingly  declares  that 
llie  position  of  the  C.P.  R.  and  the  Beatty 
^teamship  lines  are  quite  strong  enough 
now,  owing  to  the  peculiar  advantages 
they  enjoy  through  their  direct  connection 
with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and  the 
(jrand  Trunk  Railway,  and  that  if  the  in- 
dependnt  steamboat  lines  are  driven  from 
the  Lake  Superior  trade  by  any  action  of 
discriminalon  in  freight  rates  by  your 
company  from  Fort  William  westward,  the 
vast  public  works  in  the  form  of  canals 
undertaken  and  carried  out  by  Canada  at 
much  cost  and  sacrifice,  will,  to  a  consid- 
erable extent,  be  rendered  barren  of  the 
result  fairly  expected  by  the  people  of 
Canada. 

"i.  This  board  wishes  to  point  out  that 
the  licet  of  Canadian  vessels  in  the  carry- 
ing iraile  on  Lake  Superior  is  even  now 
totally  ina(le(|uate  to  tran.-port  the  grain 
and  oilier  produce  of  .Manitoba  and  the 
Territories  down  the  lakes  and  the  St. Law- 
rence to  Canarlian  seaports,  and  that 
largely  as  a  conseciuence,  the  great  bulk 
(if  Manitoba  grain  exported  to  Europe 
is  shipjied  by  .American  vessels  from  Fort 
William  and  Duliith  to  HiifTalo.,  N.Y.,  and 
Canada  loses  all  the  profit  of  handling  thi> 
great  business  at  Kingston  and  .Montreal, 
and   this  \cry  greatly  reduces  the  import- 


ance of  Montreal  as  a  seaport.  If  the  in- 
dependent Canadian  steamboat  lines  now 
in  the  trade  to  Fort  William  are,  in  the 
face  of  the  many  serious  difficulties  un- 
der which  they  have  labored  for  some 
years,  further  crippled  by  your  company 
discriminating  against  them  in  the  matter 
of  rates  west  of  Fort  William,  it  would 
,-eem  that  but  on  result  can  ensue — the  in- 
dependent steamers  will  be  driven  out  of 
the  trade,  and  the  grain  of  ^lanitoba  will 
be  forced  to  take  the  comparatively  small 
capacity  offered  by  the  steamers  of  the 
Beatty  or  your  own  line.or  be  handed  over 
to  .American  bottoms  for  transportation 
to  Buffalo.  In  view  of  such  a  most  seri- 
ous state  of  affairs,  which  would  seem  to 
be  a  natural  result  of  action  on  the  part  of 
your  company  in  discriminating  between 
lines  of  steamers  handing  over  freights  to 
your  railroad  at  Fort  William,  this  Board 
protests  against  your  company  applying  a 
higher  rate  of  freight  than  was  imposed 
last  year  on  merchandise  carried  by  your 
railroad  west  of  Fort  William  and  handed 
to  you  by  independent  steamboat  lines  on 
;^akr  .Superior. 

(i  .At  a  time  when  the  deepest  regret 
.iii.i  i.UNiety  is  e.xperienced  by  the  people 
oi  Cmao  I  at  the  decadence  of  the  Cana- 
d-an  lake  marine,  this  direct  blow  by  your 
ccnip:iiiy  at  the  weak  shipping  interests 
and  the  welfare  of  the  producers  and  con- 
s'.i'i.-.  ,s  of  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest 
Tcrrilcjries  is  viewed  with  alarm  by  this 
.''•.;.rd.  :i!k'.  i'  is  a  matter  of  astonishment 
t!  <'t  any  ttiiiio';.ry  advantage  gained  by 
your  ci  in|)an;  Y.y  this  move  should  weigh 
for  a  i.riinunt  against  the  very  serious 
cmi^;  quences  likely  to  follow.  In  view  of 
the  limited  grain-carrying  capacity  of  the 
Beatty  line  and  your  own  steamers,  when 
compared  with  the  volume  of  grain  offer- 
ing this  year  at  Fort  William  and  the 
crowded  state  of  the  interior  elevators,  this 
Board  would  expect  that  instead  of  dis- 
couragement, every  encouragement  would 
be  offered  by  your  company  to  the  inde- 
pendent steamboat  lines  to  take  part  in  the 
Fort  William  trade,  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  .American  fleet. 

7.  The  Board  wishes  to  point  out  that 
Vi,e  President  Shaughnessey,  of  the  C.  P. 
K  Co.,  when  giving  sworn  testimony  be- 
fore liu  late  freight  rates  commission  on 
I  Jill  .April, 1895,  stated,  in  regard  to  freight 
rates  c.n  east-bound  grain  :  "The  wheat, 
having  reached  the  elevator  at  Fort  Wil- 
liam is  open  to  the  broadest  possible  com- 
petition." It  would  appear  from  the  pres- 
ent lutioii  of  the  company  that  they  have 
.1  'ople  I  at  entirely  different  policy  in  re- 
gard to  west-bound  shipments,  and  this 
Board  hopes  that  this  will  speeilily  be 
changed  to  conform  with  the  policy  re- 
cognized as  applying  to  cast-bound  grain. 
The  Board,  therefor,  asks  th.at  the  rates  in 
force  last  season  be  not  increased. 

Winnipeg.    '.'Sth    .April,    189l>. 
To  J.  M.  Ilannaford,  General  TraHic  Man- 
ager, Northern  Pacific  Ry.  Co, 


Dear  Sir  :— I  am  instructed  by  the  Win- 
nipeg Board  of  Trade  to  write  you  on  the 
following  matter  : 

1st.  The  Board  has  been  notified  that 
your  company  will  charge  full  local  rates 
on  w-est-bound  merchandise  handed  to  you 
at  Duluth  by  steamers  other  than  those  of 
the  Beatty  line,  for  forwarding  to  Manitoba 
points. 

2nd.  This  Board  protests  again.st  your 
road  discriminating  against  freight  handed 
to  you  at  Duluth  by  independent  steamer 
lines  for  shipment  to  Manitoba  points. 

.3rd.  This  Board  protests  because  your 
road's  terminus  is  at  Duluth,  and  through 
freight  from  eastern  points  should  not  be 
discriminated  against,  in  view  of  the  heavy 
subsidies  granted  to  your  road  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Mantoba.  and  the  freight  for  Mani- 
toba transferred  to  you  from  any  indepen- 
dent lines  at  Duluth  should  carry  equal 
rates  with  freight  from  any  particular  line. 

I.  This  Board  trusts,  as  a  matter  of 
equity  as  well  as  interest,  you  will  treat  all 
freight  for  ilanitoba.  transferred  from 
steamboat  lines  at  Duluth,  as  entitled  to 
the  same  charges,  which  charges  in  all 
cases  should,  at  least,  not  exceed  tho>e 
imposed  last  season. 

Copies  of  the  above  letter,  addressed  Im 
the  C.  P.  R.  Co..  were  forwarded  to  the 
Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals  and 
Boards  of  Trade  at  Toronto.  Montreal  and 
Hamilton,  with  a  request  that  they  would 
actively  co-operate  with  this  Board  in  im- 
pressing on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
Co.  the  necessity  of  immediately  cancelling; 
the  discriminating  rates  complained  of. 
which  obviously  would  greatly  injure  im- 
portant interests  in  Manitoba,  and  indeed 
the  whole  Dominion.  In  answer  the  fol- 
lowing letters   were  received  : 

Ottawa.  May  Cth,  189G. 
Chas.    N.   Bell,    Esq.,   Secretary   Board   of 
Trade,   Winnipeg,   Man. 

Sir  : — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ullimo,  transmit- 
ting a  copy  of  a  statement  furnished  by 
the  Winnipeg  Board  of  "Trade  to  the 
Traffic  .Manager  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company  on  the  subject  oi 
freight  rates  on  the  merchandise  carried 
by  steamboat  lines  to  Fort  William,  and 
there  consigned  by  the  C.  P.  R.  Co.  to 
points  in  the  west. 

With  regard  to  your  request  that  repre- 
sentations be  made  to   induce  the  railway 
company   to   restore  the   rates  and   condi- 
tions on  this  steamboat  trat^c  to  the  same 
status  as  prevailed  last  year.  I  am.  by  di- 
rection,  to   inform  you  that  this   Depart- 
ment  has  no  control   wliat(»'er   in   regard 
to  the  freight  rates  charged  on  steamer.s. 
I  am.  Sir.  your  obedient  servant. 
JOHN  H.  B.ALDERSON. 
Secretary. 

Ottawa,  May  22.  l.S9(i. 
Chas.   N.    Hell,  Secretary   Board  of  Trade. 

Winnipeg.  Man. 

Sir  :— Referring  to  your   letter  of  the 
28tli  ultimo,  covering  copy  of  a  statement 
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on  the  subject  ot  freight  rates  on  merchan- 
dise  carried   by    steamboat   lines  to    Fort 
William,   and   thence   by   rail   to    western 
points,  I  am,  by  direction,  to  inform  you 
that  the  President  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company  has  communicated,  un- 
der date   of  the   loth   instant,  a  statement 
sliowing  the  position  which  that  company 
has   been   obliged  to   take   in   this   matter, 
which  is  to  the  effect     "That  taking  ad- 
"vantage  of  the   special   rates   which   pre- 
■vailed  Jrom  Fort  William  and  Duluth  to 
■■Winnipeg    for    lake    traffic,    outside    and 
"tramp  boats  have,  for  the  past  few  years, 
■■so   badly  cut   into   the   business   that  the 
"regular  lines  have  not  had  sufficient  busi- 
"ness  left  to  support  them,  and  it  has  be- 
'■come  a  question  with  the  Canadian   Pa- 
■■cific.  Grand  Trunk  and  Northern  Pacific 
■•Railways,  of  allowing  the  regular  lines  to 
"drop  out,  leaving  the  business  to  outside 
'■boats  and  to  chance.     The  regular  boats 
■'running  in  connection  with  the  railways 
■'referred  to  have  to  start  at  the  beginning 
"of   the    season    and    make    regular    trips 
"throughout  the  season,  without  regard  to 
"the  amount  of  traffic  to  be  carried,  con- 
"sequently,  for  a  considerable  part  of  each 
"season  the  boats  have  to  be  run  at  a  loss, 
"and  if  the  outside  and  irregular  boats  are. 
"allowed  to  come  in  at  times  when  busi- 
"ness  is  good  and  make  such  rates  as  they 
"see  fit.  and  take  the  business  away  from 
"the  regular  lines,  the  effect  must  be  easily 
"apparent.     The    railways    interested    have 
"found    it    necessary    to    take    the    action 
"complained  of  by  the  Winnipeg  Board  of 
■■Trade,  in  order  to  keep  the  regular  lines 
■■of  esteaniers  going,  and  we  believe  this 
■to  be  in  the  public  interest  just  as  much 
"as  in  the  interest  of  the  railways.       The 
"Beatty    line   between   Ontario    and   Lake 
"Superior  points  has  been   in  existence  a 
"great  many  years,and  its  withdrawal  from 
"the  Northwest  trade,  which  under  the  cir- 
"cumstances   prevailing   for   the   past   few 
"years  was  inevitable,   would  have  been  a 
■'serious  loss  to  the  Canadian  Northwest," 
1  am.  Sir.  your  obedient  servant, 
JNO.    n.    BALDERSON, 

Secretary. 

Montreal,  May  4th,  1896. 
E.  B.  >  JMur.  Esq.,  President  Board  of 
Trade,  Toronto. 
Dear  Mr.  Osier  : — Since  our  conversa- 
tion of  yesterday,  I  have  been  looking  into 
the  question  of  the  alleged  discrimination 
between  Fort  William  and  Duluth  and 
Winnipeg  against  outside  boats  and  in 
favor  of  our  own  line  of  boats  and  the 
Beatty  line.  I  finnd  that,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  special  rates  which  prevailed 
from  Fort  William  and  Duluth  to  Winni- 
peg for  lake  business,  outside  and  tramp 
boats  have  for  the  past  few  years  so  badly 
cut  into  the  business  that  the  regular  lines 
have  not  sufficient  business  left  to  support 
them,  and  it  has  become  a  question  of 
protecting  the  regular  lines  running  in 
connection  with  the  Canadian  Pacific  and 


Grand  Trunk  or  allowing  the  regular  lines 
to  drop  out,  leaving  the  business  to  the 
tramp  boats  and  to  chance.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  the  regular  boats  have  to 
start  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  and 
make  regular  trips  throughout  the  season 
without  regard  to  the  ups  and  downs  of 
the  traffic ;  consequently  for  a  considerable 
part  of  each  season  the  boats  are  run  at  a 
loss,  and  if  the  tramp  boats  are  allowed  to 
come  at  times  when  business  is  good  and 
make  such  rates  as  they  please,  and  take 
the  business  away  from  the  regular  lines, 
any  business  man  should  readily  see  what 
the  effect  must  be.  The  railways  interest- 
ed have  found  it  necessary  to  take  the  ac- 
tion complained  of  by  the  Winnipeg 
Board  of  Trade  in  order  to  keep  the  regu- 
lar lines  going,  and  we  believe  this  to  be 
in  the  public  interest,  as  well  as  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  railways. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  C.  VAN  HORNE. 

Montreal.  May  10th,  18!lG. 
Chas.   N.    Bell,   Esq..   Secretary   Winnipeg 
Board  of  Trade. 
Dear  Sir  :— Your  letter  of  :i8th  ult.,  with 
reference  to  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
discriminating  in  freight  rates  against  mer- 
chandise    arriving    at     Fort     William     by 
other  steamshp  lines  than  the  C.  P.  R.  and 
Beatty  lines,   has   been   considered  by  tlie 
Council  of  this  Board,  with,  the  result  that 
a    remonstrance    against    such    discrimina- 
tion  has   been   addressed   to    G.    M.    Bos- 
worth.   Freight  Traffic  Manager,  C.  P.  R. 
GEO.    HADRILL, 

Secretary. 
Mr.  G.  M.  Bosworth.  Freight  Traffic 
Manager  of  the  C.  P.  R..  visiting  Winni 
peg  shortly  afterwards,  he.  with  Mr.  Robt. 
Kerr,  Traffic  Manager,  and  J.  M.  Hanna- 
ford.  General  Traffic  Manager  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co.,  were  inter- 
viewed by  a  large  deputation  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board.  biU  with  very  unsatis- 
factory results,  and  no  change  in  the  situ- 
ation has  since  occurred. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Board  re- 
ceived letters  from  vessel  owners  in  the 
Lake  Superior  trade  endorsing  their  posi- 
tion in  this  matter. 

The  Board  had  a  lengthy  correspondence 
with  the  Department  of  Inland  Revenue 
regarding  changes  made  in  the  grain 
grades.  The  Department  ordered  certain 
changes  in  the  grades  at  a  time  when  it 
would  have  deranged  the  entire  grain 
trade  to  have  introduced  changes,  as  the 
new  crop  was  then  moving  heavily.  After 
much  correspondence,  and  a  trip  of  the 
secretary  to  Ottawa,  suggestions  were 
made  which  led  to  a  satisfactory  settle- 
ment of  the  difficulty,  and  the  obno.xious 
changes  in  the  regulations  were  not  put 
into  force.  Thus  a  very  serious  situation 
was  averted  by  the  action  of  the  Board. 
The  Board  suggested  the  appointment  of 
a  commission  to  fully  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  the  grain  standards  with  a  view  to 


having  permanent   regulations   made   gov-' 
erning  grain  inspection. 

Alter  having  had  correspondence  with 
several  leading  Boards  of  Trade  in  Canada 
on  the  subject  of  tlic  postage  rate  at  pres- 
ent in  force,  the  Council  prepared  the  fol- 
lowing petition  addressed  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor-General-in-Council  :— 
■'That  this  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that 
a  revision  of  the  postal  rates  and  classifi- 
cations of  mail  matter  should  be  made 
that  would  provide  for  a  uniform  rate  of 
two  cents  per  ounce  on  letters  for  carriage 
within  Canada,  and  from  Canada  to  New- 
foundland and  the  United  States  : 

•■Wherefore,  your  petitioners  do  pray 
that  Your  Excellency-in-Council  will  sanc- 
tion legislation  providing  for  a  uniform 
rate  of  two  cents  per  ounce  on  letters 
posted  in  Canada  for  delivery  in  Canada, 
Newfoundland  and  the  United  States,  and 
your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever 
pray." 

Copies  of  this  petition,  accompanied  by 
a  letter  explaining  the  motives  of  the 
Board,  were  forwarded  to  every  Board  of 
Trade  in  the  Dominion,  with  a  request 
that  they  would  sign  a  copy  of  the  petition 
and  transmit  it  to  the  Government  and 
also  take  up  the  matter  with  the  represen- 
tatives to  Parliament  from  their  several 
districts. 

We  have  been  advised  that  a  very  large 
number  of  these  petitions  have  been  sent 
in  to  the  Government  ;  many  of  the 
Boards  appealed  to  have  written  us.  ex- 
pressing their  thorough  endorsation  of  the 
prayer  of  the  petition. 

In  answer  to  our  own  petition,  forward- 
ed to  the  Government,  the  Postmaster- 
General  has  answered  that  he  is  not  in  a 
position  to  say  what  action  the  Govern- 
ment may  take  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
Some  of  the  members  of  Parliament  for 
Manitoba,  who  interviewed  the  Postmas- 
ter-General on  our  behalf,  inform  us  that 
there  was  not  much  hope  held  out  that  the 
petition  would  be  successful.  The  Council 
recommend  that  the  incoming  Council 
again  take  up  this  matter  and  make  full  re- 
presentations, an(5.  if  necessary,  further  ad- 
dress the  other  Boards  of  Trade  in  Canada 
in  that  direction. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  the  Presi- 
dent suggested,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Board,  the  advisability  of  holding  a 
Business  Men's  Convention  in  this  city, 
and  inviting  business  men  throughout 
Manitoba,  the  Territories  and  Western 
Oiitaro.  to  meet  and  discuss  matters  of  in- 
terest to  the  business  community.  The 
Board  endorsed  the  proposition  and  placed 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Council, 
who  appointed  committees  to  arrange  for 
a  convention  of  the  character  outlined, 
?onie  six  hundred  circulars  were  mailed  to 
Imsiness  men,  asking  if  they  approved  of 
such  a  convention  to  be  held  in  Winnipeg 
during  the  first  week  in  February,  and  also 
lequesting  that  they  suggest  to  the  com- 
mittee subjects  for  discussion  at  the  con- 
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Velilion.  Replies  were  received  from  a 
large  number,  which  were  unanimously  in 
favor  of  the  convention,  and  a  long  list  of 
suggestions  as  to  matters  of  interest  for 
discussion  were  sent  in.  Since,  over  one 
thousand  invitations  have  been  mailed  on 
a  list  as  complete  as  the  committee  could 
make  it  of  the  business  men  in  the  terri- 
tory above  mentioned.  Many  replies,  in 
acceptance  of  this  invitation,  are  to  hand, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
convention  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.  on 
Thursday,  the  4th  February. 

Note. — The  convention  has  since  been 
held,  and  it  proved  a  great  success. 

Two  communications  were  rceived  in 
October  and  November  from  J.  S.  Larke, 
Commercial  Agent  of  the  Government  of 
Canada  for  Australasia.  Mr.  Larke  is  sta- 
tioned at  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  and 
advised  the  Board  on  the  state  and  pros- 
pects of  the  crops  in  .Australia  and  New 
Zealand.  He  reported  that  there  was  last 
year,  and  would  probably  be  this  year,  a 
considerable  shortage  in  the  crops  there. 

Your  Council  are  glad  to  report  to  the 
Board  that  the  relations  existing  with  the 
several  Boards  of  Trade  in  Manitoba  and 
the  Northwest  Territories,  and  elsewhere 
in  Canada,  are  of  the  most  friendly  de- 
scription. The  Council  have  communi- 
cated with  the  Provincial  Boards  on  sev- 
eral subjects  during  the  past  year,  and 
have  received  hearty  support  and  co-opcr- 
fltion  in  all  matters  advanced,  tending  to 
the  welfare  of  this  western  country,  and 
the  Dominion  in  general.  We  could  only 
wish  that  some  of  the  Provincial  Boards 
were  more  active  in  holding  meetings  for 
the  consideration  of  important  matters  af- 
fecting the  trade  and  commercial  prosper- 
ity of  the  province. 

The  Board  was  represented  at  the  Wesf- 
ern  Immigration  -Association  meeting  held 
in  Winnipeg  on  February  27th  and  28th, 
I89C.  A  large  number  of  subjects,  of  great 
interest  to  that  part  of  Canada  lying  be- 
tween Lake  Superior  and  the  Pacific  in 
particular,  were  discussed  by  the  conven- 
tion,the  principal  items  on  the  programme 
being  those  relating  to  the  best  means  to 
be  adopted  to  secure  settlers  for  this  west- 
ern country,  and  to  develop  its  varied  re- 
sources. The  attendance  was  large,  re- 
presentatives from  every  district  in  the 
territory  defined  being  present.  A  per- 
manent organization  was  effected,  the  ex- 
ecutive being  coniiosed  o(  representatives 
from  Western  Ontario,  Manitoba,  the 
Northwest  Territories  and  British  Colum- 
bia. Representatives  of  the  executive  were 
sent  to  Ottawa  and  interviewed  the  Do- 
minion Govcrnmcnt.explaining  the  scheme 
adopted  by  the  Association,  and  they  ask- 
ed for  substantial  financial  assistance  in 
carrying  on  its  work.  The  change  of 
Government  at  Ottawa  no  doubt  interfer- 
ed to  prevent  this  assistance  being  given, 
but  the  Association  has  approached  the 
Government  in  power,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
success  will  crown  their  efforts.     The  re- 


presentatives of  the  Association  also  ad- 
dressed some  of  the  leading  Trade  Associ- 
ations in  Eastern  Canada,  and  received  en- 
dorsement of  the  plans  of  the  organization. 
In  April  the  Board,  at"a  general  meet- 
ing, passed  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  "That  this  Board  heartily  en- 
dorse the  movement  inaugurated  by  the 
Western  Canada  Immigration  Association, 
and  especially  : — 

"To  establish  a  Bureau  of  Immigration. 
'To  appoint  as  head  of  the  Association, 
without  respect  to  politics,  a  man  whose 
pre-eminent  qualifications  in  matters  of 
immigration  shall  fit  him  for  the  position. 
"To  establish  a  permanent  ofiice  as  head- 
quarters (with  a  competent  secretary  in 
charge)  in'  the  city  of  Winnipeg,  with 
sub-associations  in  affiliation  throughout 
Western  Canada. 

"That  the  present  organiation  be  con- 
tinued in  order  that  their  work  should  be 
pushed  forward  at  this  peculiarly  oppor- 
tune period,  and  thus  save  valuable  time." 
In  March  a  communication  was  received 
from  the  Hon.  Joseph  Martin,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  Bill  No.  52,  "An  Act  to  Incorpor- 
ate the  Hudson's  Bay  Canal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company."  Mr.  Martin  informed  the 
Board  that  he  objected  to  some  of  the 
powers,  asked  for  in  the  Bill,  being  grant- 
ed to  the  Company,  and  asked  the  Board 
to  communicate  their  views  to  him  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  Council  called  a 
general  meeting  of  the  Board  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  matter,  and,  after  consid- 
erable discussion  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Hill,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted, 
and  a  copy  forwarded  to  Mr.  Martin  : 

"That  this  Board  heartily  endorse  the 
project  of  constructing  a  waterway  from 
the  southern  boundary  of  Manitoba  to  the 
shores  of  the  Hudson  Bay,  but  the  Board 
cannot  sanction  the  sweeping  privileges 
asked  by  the  Company  in  connection  with 
the  control  of  the  streams  flowing  into 
Lake  Winnipeg,  or  the  powers  in  connec- 
tion with  the  disposition  of  the  Company's 
stock,  and  the  Board  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  opening  of  navigation  from  the 
city  of  Winnipeg  is  a  work  which  should 
be  undertaken  and  carried  out,  by  the  Do- 
minion Government,  and  the  privileges, 
secured  by  such  a  work,  should  be  free  to 
all  alike,  and  not  controlled  by  any  private 
corporation." 

The  action  of  the  Board  in  this  matter 
was  no  doubt  one  of  the  principal  factors 
in  securing  the  defeat  of  the  Bill. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  on 
the  15th  of  April,  regarding  the  death  of 
Sir  John  Schultz  : — 

"Be  it  resolved.  That  the  Winnipeg 
Board  of  Trade  place  on  record  their  great 
appreciation  of  the  most  valuable  services 
rendered  to  Canada,  and  particularly  to 
Manitoba,  Keewatin,  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tories and  Northern  Districts,  by  the  late 
gentleman,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion be  forwarded  to  Lady  Schultz,  with 
an  expression  of  the  sympathy  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  to  her  in  her  aftliction." 


Regarding  the  proposal  emanating  froiri 
the  Ottawa  Board  of  Trade  to  form  a 
Dominion  Board,  the  Winnipeg  Board 
replied  as  follows  : — 

After  due  consideration  the  Council 
wrote  the  Ottawa  Board  as  follows  : 

"This  Board  cannot  see  how  any  advan- 
tages are  to  be  enjoyed  by  Boards  distant 
from  the  seat  of  the  proposed  Dominion 
Board,  and  cannot  favor  the  scheme  pro- 
posed. The  Board  would  very  gladly  join 
in  any  feasible  plan  to  hold,  periodically, 
a  conference  of  delegates  from  the  Boards 
of  Trade  in  Canada,  to  consider  matters 
of  .genera!  interest  to  the  whole  Domin- 
ion." 

In  February  last  a  communication  was 
received  from  the  Winnipeg  Bankers'  As- 
sociation, enclosing  a  Bill  introduced  in 
the  Dominion  House  of  Commons,  en- 
titled "An  Act  Respecting  Interest,"  by 
whi^-h  it  was  proposed  to  reduce  the  legal 
rate  of  interest  in  Canada  from  six  to  four 
pe-  cpnt.  After  full  consideration,  the 
Coun;il  fassed  the  following  reolution  : — 
Resolved,  "That  this  Council,  having 
had  considerdation  of  Bill  No.  8,  'An  Act 
Respecting  Interest,'  are  unanimously  of 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  very  injurious 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  Province  of 
Manitoba  and.  of  the  general  Dominion,  if 
a  reduction  of  the  rate  of  legal  interest 
below  six  per  cent,  was  made." 

Copies  of  this  resolution  were  forwarded 
to  the  Canadian  Bankers'  Association,  the 
Hon.  Miniter  of  Finance,  and  the  Hon. 
Joseph  Martin.  M.  P.  Mr.  Martin  wrote 
the  Board  from  Ottawa,  assuring  them  of 
his  support  in  the  view  expressed  by 
them.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the 
Bill  was  afterwards   withdrawn. 

In  March,  the  Winnipeg  Bankers'  Asso- 
ciation communicated  with  the  Council  on 
the  subject  of  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  and 
asked  for  the  endorsation  of  the  following 
draft  of  a  Bill  which  it  was  proposed  to 
have  introduced  at  the  session  of  Parlia- 
ment then  being  held  : — 

"Her  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Commons  of  Canada,  enacts  as  follows  : 

(1).  The  Act  Respecting  Interest,  being 
Chapter  127  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  is 
hereby  amended  by  adding  thereto  the 
following  provisions,  which  shall  apply  to 
the  Province  of  Manitoba  only. 

(2).  Every  judgment  debt  shall  bear  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per 
annum  until  if  is  satisfied. 

(H).  Unless  it  is  otherwise  ordered  by 
the  Court,  such  interest  sh.ill  be  calculated 
from  the  time  of  the  rendering  of  the  ver- 
dict, or  of  the  giving  of  the  judgment,  as 
the  case  may  be,  notwithstanding  that  the 
entry  of  the  judgment  upon  the  verdict,  or 
upon  the  giving  of  judgment,  shall  have 
been  suspended  by  any  proceedings  in  the 
action,  whether  in  the  court  in  which  the 
action  is  pending,  or  in  appeal. 

(•1). Every  judgment,  decree,  rule  or  or- 
der of  any  court,  whatsoever,  in  any  civil 
proceeding,  whereby  any  sum  of  money, 
or   any   costs,    charges    or    expenses    ar« 
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THE  COMMERCIAL— SUPPLEMENTARY  NUMBER 


made  payable  to  any  person,  shall  have 
the  effect  of  a  judgment,  under  this  Act. 
and  the  amount  payable  thereunder  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  a  judgment  debt  within 
the  meaning  of  Section  -  of  this  Act. 

The  Council,  by  resolution,  endorsed  the 
principle  of  this  draft  Bill. 

Early  in  last  year  the  Board  received  a 
communication  from  Mr.  Gordon  Kirk- 
patrick,  of  Brisbane,  stating  that  there 
were  a  larg  number  of  persons,  with  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  means,  who  could  not  pur- 
chase agricultural  lands  in  Australia,  and 
he  considered  that  a  large  number  of  this 
class  could  be  induced  to  emigrate  to 
Manitoba  as  settlers.  The  Council  refer- 
red this  letter  to  the  Western  Canada  Im- 
migration Association,  as  the  best  means 
of  having  correspondence  carried  on  with 
Mr.  Kirkpatrick.  The  Association  has 
taken  the  matter  up  with  the  Department 
of  Immigration  at  Ottawa,  and  the  Board 
has  since  received  a  communication  on  the 
subject  from  the  Hon.  Clifford  Sifton,  and 
it  is  likely  that  the  matter  will  receive  due 
attention  during  the  year,  when  it  is  ex- 
pected active  work  will  be  carried  on  in 
the  direction  of  immigration. 

In  February  last  the  following  copy  of  a 
resolution  was  received  from  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  with  a 
request  that  this  Board  endorse  the  prin- 
ciple therein  outlined  : — 

"Whereas,  This  Chamber  represents  the 
commercial  interests  of  one  of  the  large 
cities  upon  an  international  border  land 
and  common  channel  and  water  bound- 
ary, between  two  peoples  engaged  in  like 
pursuits  and  of  a  common  origin,  each 
alike  desirous  of  peace  with  honor,  and 
deprecate  war  or  that  armed  neutrality  for- 
eign to  this  continent  ; 

"Whereas.  Needless  rumors  of  war  and 
misunderstandings  are  subversive  of  busi- 
ness interests  and  our  common  develop- 
ment, and  the  preservation  of  rights  of  in- 
dividuals and  states  through  the  medium 
of  negotiations  and  temporary  arbitrations 
have  been  awkward  and  unsatisfactory  ; 

"Resolved,  That  the  present  situation  af- 
fords an  international  opportunity  for  a 
permanent    remedial    understanding  ;    and 

"Whereas.  Upon  the  one  side  there  is  a 
republic,  a  federation  of  sovereign  states, 
with  a  Federal  Tribunal  decisive  of  the 
rights  of  those  states,  and  between  the  citi- 
zens of  each  ;  and  upon  the  other  side  a 
federation  of  provinces,  in  all  respects  re- 
publics save  allegiance,  in  one  Dominion, 
with  a  similar  court  of  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion, and  this  Dominion  a  colonial  de- 
pendence in  a  federated  Empire,  with  the 
judicial  committee  of  its  Privy  Council 
the  final  arbitrator  ;  and 

"Whereas,The  procedure  of  these  courts 
and  the  jurisprudence  of  all  these  peoples 
is  a  growth  under  one  common  law,  and 
the  decisions  of  their  own  courts  inter- 
quotable  and  respected  in  authority  ;  and 

"Whereas,  The  Hon.  Charles  A.  Towne 
has  presented  a  resolution  directing  the 
Committee    on    Foreign    Affairs    of    the 


House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  report  on  the 
practicability  of  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent  Court  of  Arbitration,  constitut- 
ed for  the  decision,  by  rules  of  law,  of  all 
controversies  between  the  peoples  and 
governments  of  the  United  States  and  the 
British  Empire,  except  those  involving  the 
honor  or  autonomy  of  either.  And  also 
for  the  speedy  and  amicable  adjustment  of 
tlie  boundary  line  between  this  country 
and  the  possessions  of  Great  Britain  ; 
therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  heartily  en- 
dorses the  purpose  of  such  resolution,  and 
that  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to 
similar  Boards  of  Trade  in  the  border 
cities  of  the  United  States  and  Canada." 

After  being  discussed  by  the  Council, 
the  following  resolution  was  passed  and 
forwarded  to  the  Rochester  Chamber  : — 

Resolved,  "That  the  Council  of  the  Win- 
nipeg Board  of  Trade,  having  duly  consid- 
ered the  resolution  forwarded  by  the 
Rochester  (N.Y.)  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
relating  to  the  establishment  of  a  Court  of 
International  Arbitration,  constituted  for 
the  decision,  by  rules  of  law.  of  contro- 
versies arising  between  the  British  Em- 
pire and  the  United  States,  hereby  ex- 
presses its  full  approval  of  the  tenor  of 
the  said  resolution,  and  hopes  that  pro- 
ceedings will  speedily  be  taken  in  the  di- 
rection of  amicably  settling  all  interna- 
tional differences  by  a  just  and  impartial 
tribunal,  and  that  such  tribunal  when  es- 
tablished may  effectually  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  any  interruption  to  the  friendly 
feeling  existing,  and  which  should  always 
exist,  between  the  British  Empire  and  the 
United    States." 

The  Council  took  up.  with  the  local 
committee  of  the  British  Association 
m.eeting  in  Toronto,  the  matter  of  endeav- 
oring to  have  as  many  members  as  pos- 
sible of  the  Association  visit  Manitoba  and 
the  West,  immediately  after  their  meeting 
in  August,  1897.  The  committee  has  re- 
plied that  they  will  lend  every  assistance 
in  carrying  out  the  views  of  this  Board, 
and  have  already  interviewed  Sir  William 
Van  Home  on  the  subject.  Sir  William 
stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be 
better  for  the  members  of  the  Association, 
and  for  the  country,  that  the  visitors 
should  not  go  in  a  body,  but  singly,  or  in 
small  groups,  and  at  their  own  conveni- 
ence. This  arrangement  would  allow  them 
to  see  more  of  the  country  than  if  they 
were  to  go  all  in  one  excursion  train.  He 
intimated  that  he  would  very  early  con- 
sider the  matter  and  determine  what  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co.  would  do. 
The  Council  have  written  Sir  William,  ano» 
urged  that  every  endeavor  be  made  to 
have  the  members  of  the  Association  visif 
the  Western  country. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Board,  on 
the  3rd  of  November,  1896,  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  and 
a  copy  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Rail- 


ways and  Canals  : — 

"Whereas,  the  present  railway  and  water 
route  for  traffic  through  Canada  to  the 
southeastern  portion  of  British  Columbia 
is  so  long  and  indirect,  that,  by  reason  of 
delay  and  expense  in  sending  goods  over 
it,  business  cannot  be  properly  transacted^ 
between  that  portion  of  British  Columbia 
and  other  parts  of  Canada,  and  trade  is 
thus  being  diverted  from  Canada  to  the 
United  States,  and  may  become  perman- 
ently diverted,  unless  better  transportation 
facilities  are  established. 

'■.\nd  whereas,  business  and  trade  with 
the  people  of  that  portion  of  British  Col' 
umbia  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  likely  to 
more  largely  increase  in  the  near  future, 
by  reason  of  its  mining  industries  attract- 
ing population   and  capital, 

'.And  wheras,  a  railway  through  the 
southern  portion  of  British  Columbia  by 
the  Crow's  Nest  Pass,  connecting  with  the 
present  railway  system  of  Canada,  would 
afford  better  facilities  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  passengers  and  goods,  and  open  up 
a  district  containing  good  cokeing  coal, 
which,  if  made  available,  would  give  a 
great  impetus  to  those  mining  industries  ; 
"Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Do- 
minion Government  be  urgently  requested 
to  immediately  take  such  steps  as  will  re- 
sult in  the  construction,  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible time,  of  a  railway  through  the  Crow's 
Nest  Pass,  so  that  those  portions  of  Can- 
ada lying  east  of  British  Columbia  may 
have  better  means  of  communication  and 
trade  with  the  Kootenay  and  Okanagan 
districts  of  British  Columbia,  and  so  that 
s'.irh  trade  may  not  become  diverted  from 
Canada." 

In  October,  the  matter  of  an  Experi- 
mental Farm  for  the  eastern  part  of  Mani- 
toba was  considered  by  the  Board,  and  the 
accompanying  resolution  was  passed  and 
forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, at  Ottawa  : — 

Resolved,  "That  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
sisting in  the  development  of  the  great  ag- 
ricultural interests,  upon  which  the  ex- 
tent and  prosperity  of  trade  and  every 
other  interest  in  this  country  depend,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Board,  owing  to  the 
\arying  conditions  from  the  western  por- 
tion of  the  Province,  the  establishment  by 
the  Dominion  Government  of  an  Experi- 
mental Farm  near  Winnipeg  for  the  sec- 
tion known  as  the  Red  River  Valley,would 
be  a  most  desirable  and  useful  auxiliary." 
Correspondence  has  been  had  with  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  above  resolution,  and  the  Coun- 
cil has  been  informd  that  an  Act  would  be 
required  to  enable  the  Government  to  es- 
t.iblish  the  Experimental  Farm  sought  for. 
1  he  Minister  is  now  considering  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  Council  considered  the  matter  of  se- 
curing for  Canada,  in  European  countries, 
comn.ercial  representatives,  who  would  act 
for  Canada  in  commercial  matters,  as  con- 
sular agents  of  Great  Britain  do  for  the 
trade  of  the  Mother  Country,  and  arrivec} 
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at  the  conclusion  that  the  plan  suggested 
in  tlic  following  resolution  was  the  right 
one  : — 

Resolved,  ''Whereas,  the  most  suitable 
and  most  desirable  settlers  for  Canada,out- 
side  of  those  from  the  British  Isles,  are  to 
be  obtained  from  the  Continental  coun- 
tries of  Northern  Europe,  in  nearly  all  of 
which  countries  the  work  of  foreign  emi- 
gration agents  is  forbidden  by  law  ; 

"And  whereas,  the  United  States,  and 
other  nations  of  America,  have  in  all  such 
countries  numerous  consuls  and  vice-con- 
suls, many  of  whom  hold  office  without 
emolument,  and  whose  duties  imply  the 
furnishing  of  information  regarding  their 
country  and  its  resources  to  all  intending 
emigrants  applying  to  them  for  such  in- 
formation, thus  doing  the  work  of  emi- 
gration agents  as  far  as  the  laws  of  the 
countries  in  which  they  reside  will  permit, 
and  securing  for  the  country  they  repre- 
sent the  bulk  of  the  overilow  of  popula- 
tion from  those  nations  of  Northern  Eu- 
rope. 

"And  whereas,  Canada,  as  a  colony  ot 
Great  Britain,  not  having  the  rights  of  ap- 
pointing consular  or  other  agents  having 
direct  diplomatic  relations  with  foreign 
countries,  and  being  only  one  of  the  many 
colonies  of  the  Empire  not  in  a  position 
to  expect  British  consuls  to  do  for  the 
Dominion  the  work  which  United  States 
consuls  and  vice-consuls  do  for  their  own 
country  in  the  interests  of  immigration, 
therefore  Canada  works  under  great  dis- 
advantage, and  has  heretofore  been  power- 
less to  secure  anything  like  a  fair  share 
of  the  valuable  class  of  settlers,  who  have 
flocked  from  the  countries  of  Northern 
Europe  to  the  new  world. 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  after  careful 
consideration  of  this  anomalous  and  dis-_ 
advantageous  situation  in  which  Canada 
is  placed,  this  Board  would  strongly  urge 
the  appointing  by  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment of  a  regular  staff  of  Commercial 
Agents-General,  one  to  each  of  the  coun- 
tries referred  to,  who  could  each  have 
numerous  deputies  at  leading  points  of 
each  country  ;  and  that  one  leading  duty 
of  such  agents  and  their  deputies  should 
be  to  furnish  to  applicants  in  search  of  a 
home  in  the  New  World,  the  fullest  infor- 
mation regarding  the  resources  of  our 
Dominion  and  its  advantages  as  a  new 
land  to  settle  in,  always,  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  say,  confining  their  efforts,  in 
this  work,  strictly  within  the  limits  of  the 
laws  oi  the  country  in  wliich  they  may 
reside. 

"This  Board  sees  also,  in  this  arrange- 
ment, a  valuable  power  in  furthering  the 
trade  interests  of  both  importers  and  ex- 
porters of  the  Dominion,  enabling  import- 
ers to  deal  direct  with  foreign  manufac- 
turers, instead  of  thiough  British  middle- 
men, and  also  enabling  exporters  of  grain 
and  other  Canadian  products,  to  deal  di- 
rect with  Continental  Jiuropean  purchas- 
ers, instead  of  through  the  commission 
houses   of   London,    Liverpool    and    New 


York,  as  has  been  the  general  rule  here- 
tofore." 

Copies  of  the  above  resolution  were  for- 
warded to  every  Board  of  Trade  in  Canada, 
some  one  hundred  and  thirty  in  all,  with  a 
request  that  they  take  steps  to  endorse  the 
princiijle  therein  contained,  and  make  re- 
presentations to  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment and  their  representatives  nn  Parlia- 
ment, that  action  should  be  taken  to  carry 
this  plan  of  securing  representation  abroad 
into  effect.  Many  Boards  have  answered, 
expressing  their  approval  of  the  sugges- 
tions made  by  this  Board,  and  promising 
to  support  the  movement. 

The  London,  Eng.,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce notified  this  Board,  in  July  last,  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  accepted' 
the  invitation  of  the  Belgian  Government 
to  be  represented  at  the  International  Ex- 
hibition, to  be  held  in  Brussels  in  1897, 
and  the  Government  requested  the  Lon- 
don Chamber  of  Commerce  to  organize  a 
British  section.  The  London  Chamber 
were  desirous  that  colonial  products  should 
be  included  in  this  exhibition,  and  asked 
the  assistance  of  Canadian  Boards  of  Trade 
to  secure  a  proper  representation  of  Cana- 
dian exhibits.  The  Council  took  up  this 
matter  with  the  Manitoba  Department  of 
Agriculture,  and  it  is  probable  that  an  ex- 
hibit of  Manitoba  products  will  be  made. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  of  last  spring, 
the  unpaved  streets  of  the  city  were  in  a 
very  bad  condition  for  trafific,  so  much  so, 
as  to  entail  great  loss  to  the  mercantile 
community.  The  Council  considered  it  to 
be  their  duty  to  make  some  representa- 
tions to  the  City  Council  on  behalf  of  the 
Board,  and  a  copy  of  the  following  reso- 
lution was  forwarded  to  the  City  Council, 
the  President,  at  the  same  time,  being  re- 
quested to  offer,  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 
to  Ilis  Worship  the  Mayor,  any  assistance 
that  the  members  of  the  Board  could  give 
in  devising  some  scheme  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  city  streets,  at  not  too  ex- 
pensive a  co:t  : — 

••Rcsolved,"that  this  Council  of  the  Win- 
nipeg Board  oi  Trade  now  place  their  op- 
inion on  record  that  the  best  interests  of 
the  City  of  Winnipeg  would  be  served  if 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  would  at  once  take 
under  their  consideration  the  urgent  ne- 
cessity existing  for  the  proper  pavement 
of  the  streets  of  the  city  on  an  extensive 
scale.  They  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
streets,  during  the  past  two  months,  have 
been  in  a  condition  disgraceful  to  a  city 
which  claims  to  be  progressive  and  enter- 
prising ;  and  further,  they  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  bad  condition  of  the  streets 
is  seriously  affecting  the  business  interests 
of  the  city."  ' 

A  week  later,  the  Manitoba  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters  proposed  to  this  Board 
that  the  two  associations  should  jointly 
represent  to  (he  City  Council  the  matter  of 
the  condition  of  the  streets,  but  as  this 
Council  had  already  acted  in  the  matter, 
and  the  City  Council  already  had  the  mat- 
ter under  consideration,  it  was  felt  that  »vc 


could  take  no  further  action  at  that  time. 
In  October,  as  no  active  measures  had 
been  taken  in  the  direction  of  the  im- 
provement of  the  streets,  the  matter  was 
considered  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board, 
which  resulted  in  the  following  resolution 
being  passed  and  forwarded  to  the  City 
Council  : — 

"Whereas,  in  the  business  interests  of 
the  city,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  the  streets  of  Winnipeg  should  be  im- 
proved ; 

"And  whereas,  it  has  been  announced 
that  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  has 
agreed  to  grant,  for  the  next  two  years,  a 
low  freight  rate  on  paving  material,  as  an 
inducement  to  the  citizens  to  improve  the 
streets  ; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  this 
Board  respectfully  urge  upon  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  the  importance  of  takinjf 
advantage  of  the  offer  now  made  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  and  request  that 
they  will  take  such  steps  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  have  the  principal  streets  of  the 
city  paved  during  the  ensuing  year  ;  and 
further,  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
forwarded  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council, 
with  a  request  that  they  will  give  the  mat- 
ter their  earliest  and  best  consideration." 

A  short  time  after  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  invited  this 
Board,  with  other  business  associations  of 
the  city,  to  send  six  delegates  to  a  meet- 
ing of  that  committee  to  discuss  the  front- 
age system  of  taxation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  city's  streets  and  pavements 
in  general.  Delegates  were  sent,  and, 
after  holding  some  meetings  with  the 
Legislative  Committee,  the  conference  re- 
commended to  the  City  Council  that  sev- 
eral miles  of  streets  in  the  city  be  ma- 
cadamized during  1897.  Action  is  now 
being  taken  in  that  direction  by  the  City 
Council  for  this  year. 

The  Council  last  year  reported  that,  not- 
withstanding the  many  requests  made  to 
the  Customs  and  Public  Works  Depart- 
ments at  Ottawa,  that  they  should  carry 
out  the  promises  made,  to  arrange  for  the 
removal  of  the  Customs  Postal  Package 
Office  from  the  inconvenient  position  in 
the  Examining  Wareroom,  at  the  south 
end  of  the  city  to  the  Post  Office  build- 
ing, so  that  no  delay  would  ensue  after  the 
arrival  of  foreign  mails  for  the  delivery 
of  packages  subject  to  customs  duties,  no- 
thing had  resulted.  Immediately  after  the 
annual  meeting  the  Council  took  up  thi« 
matter  anew  with  the  Comptroller  of  Cus- 
toms, and,  after  considerable  correspond- 
ence, secured  the  fulfilment  of  the  prom- 
ise so  often  made.  We  are  pleased  to  re- 
port that  this  office  is  now  situated  in  the 
Post  Office  building  in  the  centre  of  the 
city,  to  the  great  convenience  of  the  public 
who  receive  packages  from  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

The  Board  of  Trade  of  Rcvclstoke,  B.C., 
addressed  a  communication  to  this  Board, 
in  March  last,  on  the  subject  of  certain 
store   cars   run   by   the   Canadian    Pacific 
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Railway  Co.  between  Donald  and  Kam- 
loops,  complaining  that  these  cars  com- 
peted against  the  trade  of  the  merchants  in 
that  district.  The  Board  requested  that  we 
should  interview  the  C.  P.  R.  authorities 
and  assist  them  in  endeavoring  to  secure 
the  removal  of  these  cars.  The  Council 
referred  the  communication  to  the  officials 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad,  and 
asked  that  they  should  explain  their  views 
on  the  situation,  Mr.  Henry  Abbott,  Gen- 
eral Superintendent  of  the  Pacific  Divis- 
ion, kindly  answered  the  Board  at  length 
giving  details  of  the  operation  of  their 
store  car,  and  stated  that  the  supplies  for 
such  cars  are  charged  full  freight  rates,  so 
that  there  was  no  advantag  as  to  prices  in 
that  respect  over  ordinary  dealers  ;  that 
there  are  long  stretches  of  road  where  it 
would  be  very  inconvenient  for  section 
men,  especially,  to  obtain  supplies,  and  that 
such  shupplies  would  cost  considerably 
more,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  men 
would  have  to  lose  time  going  to  stores, 
and  their  supplies  would  be  subject  to  de- 
lay, incidental  to  shipment,  and  that,  in 
some  cases  the  section  men  live  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  station,  where  ordinary 
trains  stop,  so  that  a  large  number  of  men 
would  be  put  to  great  inconvenience  ana 
extra  cost  to  obtain  their  supplies  from 
store-keepers.  It  was  for  these  reasons 
that  the  store  car  was  inaugurated,  and  the 
sale  to  outsiders  is  entirely  prohibited,  as 
well  as  to  employees  of  the  road  at  Don- 
ald, Revelstoke,  Salmon  Arm  and  Kam- 
loops. 

The  Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  in 
August  last,  requested  this  Board  to  send 
any  suggestions  they  might  have  to  offer 
on  the  subject  of  the  possible  extension  of 
trade  of  the  Dominion  in  various  direc- 
tions. The  Council  referred  the  matter  to 
a  committee,  who  made  the  following  re- 
port : — 

Winnipeg,  October  14,  1896. 
To  the  Council  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
City. 
Gentlemen  : — Your  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  communication  from  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  ask- 
ing as  to  the  methods  whereby,  in  the  op- 
inion of  the  Board,  existing  trade  could  be 
increased  or  new  traffic  developed  in  any 
direction,   beg  leave  to   report  : 

First.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, a  reduction  in  the  customs  tariff 
would  aid  materially  in  developing  trade"; 
that  in  particular  those  duties  which  press 
harshly  on  the  farming  community  should 
be  materially  reduced. 

Second.  It  is  most  desirable  that  means 
should  be  taken  by  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment to  cause  a  reduction  of  charges 
on  produce  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company  on  the  Western  Division, 
especially  on  outgoing  produce,  in  order 
that  our  farmers  should  have  the  best  pos- 
sible encouragement,  and  not  only  be  able 
to  succeed  themselves,  but  thereby  to  aid 
in  the  bringing  in  of  their  old  friends  and 


countrymen  to  share  in  their  success. 

Third.  That  means  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  discrimination  at  Fort  William  in 
favor  of  or  against  any  given  boat  or  lines 
of  boats,  in  order  that  the  greatest  possible 
competition  should  be  had  from  that  point 
eastward  in  the  carrying  out  of  our  pro- 
duce and  bringing  in  of  merchandise. 

Fourth.  That  direct  routes  of  travel 
should  be  opened  into  the  interior  of  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  under  Government  control 
as  to  rates,  in  order  that  all  sorts  of  pro- 
duce, as  well  as  merchandise,  required  in 
the  mining  regions,  should  b.e  had  from 
this  country,  thereby  materially  aiding  our 
farmers  in  the  sale  of  produce,  which,  in 
many  cases,  cannot  otherwise  find  a  sat- 
isfactory market,  and  also  in  retaining  a 
large  and  growing  trade  within  the  Do- 
minion. 

Fifth.  That  a  vigorous  immigration  pol- 
icy should  be  inaugurated  and  carried  out 
in  a  thorough  business-like  manner. 
J.    H.   ASHDOWN, 

Convenor, 
The  above  report  was  adopted  by  the 
Council  and  forwarded  to  the  Minister, 
and  in  due  course  there  was  received  an 
acknowledgement,which  contained  the  fol- 
lowing clause  :  "I  have  to  request  you  to 
cordially  thank  the  Board  for  the  very 
kind  interest  taken  in  the  matter,  and  for 
the  suggestions  that  they  have  embodied 
in  the  report,  and  to  assure  them  that  thq 
matter  will  be,  with  other  reports  of  a 
similar  nature,  placed  before  the  Minister 
for  his  consideration  and  such  action,  in 
connection  therewith,  as  he  may  deem  ad- 
visable in  the  best  interests  of  the  trade  ot 
the  country." 

Your  Council  of  last  year,  acting  origin- 
ally on  a  report  of  the  committee  for  the 
settlement  of  vacant  lands,  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Board  the  hardship  en- 
tailed on  immigrants,  who  brought  their 
farm  cattle  with  them  from  the  United 
States,  by  a  quarantine  of  ninety  days  at 
the  International  boundary  line.  The 
Council,  after  consulting  with  the  most 
extensive  Manitoba  cattle  exporters,  who 
assured  the  Board  that  the  export  trade 
would  not  be  adversely  affected  thereby,  at 
some  length  petitioned  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment to  have  this  quarantine  abolished 
with  a  provision,  if  it  was  considered  ne- 
cessary, that  a  rigid  inspection  of  such 
cattle  be  made  in  lieu  of  the  quarantine. 

The  late  Government,  as  the  Council 
was  informed  by  the  Hon.  T.  M.  Daly, 
who  took  an  active  interest  in  the  propo- 
sition contained  in  our  petition,  had  the 
matter  under  consideration  when  they 
went  out  of  power. 

The  Council  took  up  the  matter  anew 
with  the  present  Dominion  Government, 
strongly  urging  the  abolition  of  the  quar- 
antine. From  time  to  time,  in  communi- 
cations received  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  the  Council  has  been  inform- 
ed that  the  matter  was  receiving  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  we  are  now 


glad  to  inform  the  Board  that  steps  have 
been  finally  taken  for  securing  the  repeal- 
ing or  modification  of  the  quarantine  law. 
Note. — The  quarantine  has  now  been 
withdrawn. 

Early  in  last  year  urgent  appeals  were 
again  made  to  the  Dominion  Government, 
in  regard  to  an  appropriation  for  the  St. 
Andrew's  Rapids  improvements,  and  the 
statement  was  made  in  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Hon.  John  Haggart  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
do  something  in  that  direction,  but  the 
disturbance  in  public  matters  by  the  poli- 
tical situation  last  year  did  not  permit  of 
any  practical  results. 

In  October  last,  the  Council,  learning 
that  the  Hon.  J.  I.  Tarte,  now  Minister  of 
Public  Works,  would  visit  Winnipeg,  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  interview  him  on 
the  subject  of  the  Red  River  improve- 
ments, and  requested  the  City  Council  to 
appoint  a  committee,  so  that,  as  in  the 
past,  the  two  bodies  would  act  conjointly 
in  this  matter.  A  public  meeting  was  held 
in  the  City  Council  Chamber,  at  which 
Mr.  Tarte  was  present,  when  representa- 
tives of  the  Board  and  City  Council 
strongly  urged  upon  him  the  extreme  de- 
sirability and  necessity  for  the  Dominion 
Government  making  adequate  improve- 
ments in  the  Red  River,  which  is  a  nav- 
igable stream  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Dominion.  The  "Hon.  Mr.  Tarte,  in  reply- 
ing, stated  that  he  would  go  into  the  mat- 
ter fully,  and  had  already  wired  his  Chief 
Engineer  to  come  on  to  Winnipeg  to 
make  a  personal  inspection  of  the  rapids, 
with  a  view  that  his  Department  might 
have  full  information  to  base  a  decision 
upon.  He  also  spoke  very  favorably  of 
his  impression  of  the  necessity  of  this  im- 
portant work,  and  a  few  days  afterwards, 
m  company  with  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  Messrs.  J.  A.  Macdonell,  M. 
P.,  and  R.  L.  Richardson,  M.  P.,  visited 
the  rapids  and  made  a  personal  inspection. 
Chief  Engineer  Coste  also  visited  the  rap- 
ids with  City  Engineer  Ruttan,  and  went 
fully  into  the  matter  with  him. 

The  Council  trusts  that,  in  view  of  the 
statements  made  to  Mr.  Tarte  and  Mr. 
Coste,  w'hile  in  Winnipeg,  and  since  they 
have  returned  to  Ottawa,  a  substantial  sum 
will  be  placed  in  the  estimates,  to  be  pre- 
sented at  the  next  session  of  Parliament, 
to  actively   prosecute   this   work. 

A  committee  of  his  Council  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  an  application  for  the 
assistance  of  the  Board,  made  by  some  re- 
sidents of  Rockwood  Municipality  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Foxton,  Manitoba,  to  en- 
deavor to  secure  for  them  the  extension  of 
a  branch  of  the  C.  P.  R.  to  that  point,  the 
committee  to  see  if  there  was  sufficint  rea- 
ason  to  justify  the  Board  in  going  to  the 
Local  Government  to  ask  aid  for  such 
extension  and  to  secure  information  as  to 
area,  crops,  etc.,  in  the  district  affected. 
After  correspodence  with  the  petition- 
ers,  and   of   the   consideration    of   several' 
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letters  written  by  Genera!  Superintendent 
Whyte  and  Sir  William  Van  Home,  the 
committee  reported  that  they  were  not 
willing  to  go  to  the  Government  to  ask 
for  something  they  could  not  endorse,  and 
that  they  could  not  make  up  their  minds 
to  ask  for  a  grant  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  fifteen  miles  of 
road  under  the  circumstances  of  the  situ- 
ation, as  it  existed. 

Last  spring  a  member  of  the  Board 
made  complaint  to  the  Council  that  the 
Manitoba  Dairy  Association,  whose  chief 
revenue  is  a  grant  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment, had  issued  a  circular  informing 
manufacturers  of  dairy  products  that  they 
had  established  an  agent  in  the  city, 
amongst  whose  duties  was  included  "sell- 
ing on  consignment."  The  complaint 
stated  that  it  was  unfair  to  persons  regu- 
larly engaged  in  the  handling  of  dairy  pro- 
ducts that  the  Government  should  subsi- 
dize an  association  to  engage  in  the  same 
trade.  On  investigation  it  was  learned 
that  the  circular  complained  of  liad  been 
superceded  by  one  in  which  the  objectiou- 
able  feature  had  been  eliminated. 

The  library  of  the  Board  this  year  quite 
outgrew  its  quarters,  and  the  Council 
found  it  advisable  to  secure  a  large  addi- 
tion to  their  book  cases.  Nearly  one  hun- 
dred dollars  was  also  spent  on  special 
books,  and  the  addition  of  these,  with  the 
large  number  of  Government  and  Trade 
Organizations'  reports  received,  has  made 
a  most  substantial  increase  to  the  number 
of  volumes  now  owned  by  the  Board. 

Last  autumn  arrangements  were  made 
for  an  excursion  for  members  of  the  Bo.i  •  i 
and  others  to  the  Kootenay  district.  Scv 
eral  members  of  the  Board  took  advantage 
of  the  special  rates  offered  by  the  C.  P.  R. 
and  Northern  Pacific.  — 

An  invitation  was  sent  to  the  Board  for 
its  members  to  join  in  a  deputation  to  Ot- 
tawa for  the  purpose  of  interviewing  the 
Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals  on  the 
Georgian  Bay  Canal  Project.  Mr.  Mc- 
Leod  Stewart,  of  Ottawa,  intimated  his 
intention  of  coming  to  Winnipeg  to  ad- 
dress the  Board  on  this  subject,  but,  ow- 
ing to  circumstances  which  arose,  he  was 
unable  to  do  so,  and  r\o  action  was  taken 
in  the  matter. 

The  Council  is  pleased  to  inform  tlie 
Board  that  a  substantial  increase  was  made 
to  the  general  membership  during  the  last 
year. 

The  Council  regret  to  have  to  place  on 
record  that  during  the  past  year  two  mcoi- 
bers  of  the  Board  were  rmoved  by  death  ; 
Mr.  W.  F.  Henderson,  an  old  member  i>f 
the  board,  and  Mr.  John  Patcrson.  who 
had  joined  but  a  few  months  previously. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  committee  ol 
the  Dominion  Government  has  been  sit- 
ting in  many  of  the  eastern  cities,  to  take 
voluntary  evidence  oflfered  as  to  the  pres- 
ent customs  tariff  and  its  workings,  the 
matter  of  the  advisability  of  having  the 
commission   sit   in   Winnipeg,   so  that  the 


people  here  who  desired  to  present  evid- 
ence would  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so, 
was  discussed  at  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Board,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1897.,  ana 
the  efltorts  of  the  Board  have  been  success- 
ful in  securing  a  meeting  of  the  commis- 
sion in  Winnipeg. 

This  summary  of  the  report  of  the 
Council  will  will  show  the  great  number 
of  questions  which  were  dealt  with  by  the 
Board  during  the  year.  Besides  the  mat- 
ters referred  to  here,  quite  a  number  of 
other  matters  of  minor  importance  were 
considerd  by  the  Board. 

President  Mathewson's 
Address. 

Below  wc  give  the  address  of  retiring 
President  I"'.  H.  Mathewson,  at  the  recent 
annua!  meeting  of  the  Winnipeg  Board  of 
Trade.  The  address  refers  to  so  many  im- 
portant matters  that  we  give  it  in  full. 
.\Ir.  Mathewson  spoke  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen  ; — In  retiring  from  the  office 
with  which  you  honored  me  a  year  ago, 
I  shall  follow  the  example  of  my  predeces- 
sors, and  make  some  brief  references  to 
matters  of  interest  to  you  and  others  en- 
gaged  in   Ijusiness. 

I  will  first  refer  briefly  to  some  of  the 
matters  contamcd  in  the  report  of  the 
Council,  which  is  now  in  your  hands. 

Last  April  the  Board  was  instrumental 
in  having  submitted  to  the  Government  at 
Ottawa  memorials  from  nearly  all  tlic 
Boards  of  Trade  in  Canada,  urging  upon 
their  attention  the  desirability  of  having 
Commercial  Agents  appointed  to  represent 
Canada  in  the  various  countries  of  North- 
ern  Europe. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  one  of  the  lead- 
ing duties  of  such  agents  should  be  to 
furnish  intelligent  information  regarding 
the  resources  of  Canada  to  those  about 
to  emigrate,  and  it  was  also  shown  that 
such  an  arrangement  would  be  a  valuable 
power  in  advancing  the  trade  interest  of 
the  Dominion. 

From  information  recently  received  from 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  suggestions  embodied 
in  the  memorial  will  have  the  best  consid- 
eration of  the  Government. 

The  individual  members  of  this  Board, 
in  their  various  capacities,  represent  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  assessed  value  of 
the  jiroperty  in  this  city,  and  they  have,  on 
more  than  one  occasion  during  the  past 
year  given  expression  to  their  views  on 
the  importance  of  having  tlie  .streets  im- 
proved. 

The  Buard  is  on  record  as  having  urged 
ihc  City  Cnuncil  to  proceed,  at  as  early 
a  date  as  possil)lc,  to  have  the  streets 
paved  (in  a  broad  an<l  comprehensive  scale, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  something  will 
be  done  in  this  important  matter  during 
the  coming  season. 

If  Winnipeg  is  to  be  classed  as  a  mod- 


ern and  progressive  city,  and  maintain  its 
reputation  as  a  healthy  place  to  reside  in, 
it  must  have  good  streets  and  a  good 
waterworks   and    seweage    system. 

Some  change  should  also  be  made  in  the 
present  method  of  managing  its  affairs,  a 
change  which  would  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  executive,  who  should  be 
paid  a  reasonable  sum  for  their  ser\ices. 

If  this  were  done,  and  the  Council  was 
relieved  of  the  mass  of  detail  work  which 
they  now  have  to  deal  with,  there  would 
be  less  difficulty  in  inducing  our  best  citi- 
zens to  serve  on  it. 

In  view  of  the  important  problems  fac- 
ing this  city.  I  think  the  members  of  the 
Board  should  watch  the  course  of  civic 
affairs  very  closely. 

The  Board  was  invited  to  send  delegates 
to  the  Congress  of  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce of  the  Empire,  which  took  place  in 
London  last  June,  and  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  represented  at  it  by  Sir  Donald 
.\.  Smith,  Mr.  Stephen  Nairn  and  the 
Hon.  T.  M.  Daly. 

This  Board  is  greatly  indebted  to  its 
delegates  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
they  looked  after  its  interests  and  pressed 
its  views,  as  set  forth  in  the  resolutions 
passed  for  their  guidance. 

The  report  of  the  delegates  will  be  found 
printed  in  full  in  the  Council's  report,  and 
I  commend  them  to  you  for  your  careful 
perusal.  » 

Advantage  was  taken  of  the  visit  of  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  of  Public  Works  to  this 
city  last  October,  to  interview  him  with 
respect  to  the  improvements  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Red  River  at  St.  Andrew's 
Rapids,  which  have  been  urged  so  persist- 
ently by  this  Board  for  many  years  past, 
and  while  the  Minister  could  not.of  course, 
pledge  the  Government  to  undertake  the 
work,  from  statements  made  by  him,  and 
by  the  Chief  Engineer  of  his  Department, 
whom  he  sent  for,  there  are  good  reasons 
for  hoping  that  at  the  coming  session  of 
Parliament  an  appropriation  will  be  made 
for  this  work,  which,  if  completed,  will 
not  only  be  an  important  factor  in  devel- 
oping the  trade  of  this  city,  but  will  also 
prove  of  great  benefit  to  the  people  resid- 
ing in  the  valley  of  the  Red  River. 

This  Board  took  strong  grounds  against 
the  recent  proposal  to  again  change  the 
grain  standards  classification,  especially  in 
the  middle  of  the  grain  season,  and  even 
went  so  far  as  to  delcine  to  appoint  any 
of  its  members  on  the  Grain  Standards 
Board,   which  met   here  last   October, 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Standards 
Board,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  alto- 
gether too  cumbersome,  and  it  is  respons- 
ible for  the  continued  agitation  for  change 
which  takes  place,  and  which  affects  detri- 
mentally both  producer  and  dealer. 

.■\s  our  grain  comes  into  competition 
with  that  graded  at  Duluth.  our  grades 
should  be  kept  as  close  af  possible  to 
theirs. 

The   standard  samples   should   be   made 
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"  THE  MASTER  JACK  " 

IS  a.  Qolrl  IVlJne,  already  developed  beyond  the^experimental  stage  within  five  hours  nae  oy 
rail  and  two  hours  drive  from  Winnipeg. 

Officered  and  Managed  by  men  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  Canadian 
Northwest  .-—President,  D.  C.  Cameron,  President  of  the  Rat  Portage  Lumber  Company,  Treasurer,  J.  H.  Neeve. 
•Manaj^or  Bank  of  Ottawa  at  Rat  Portage,  Secretary,  J.  H.  Chaloner. 

Property  143  Acres  in  what  has  so  far  proved  to  he  the  richest  gold  ijeJt  in  the  Lake  oi  tne  Woods, 
Deveiopmenti    over  lOO  feet  sinking  and  150  feet  tunnelling  at  one  .spot. 

Results  I  Vein  has  widened  from  four  to  seven  feet,  and  has  increased  in  richness  with  depth. 
-Assays  86  to  $22  a  ton.     500  tons  pay  ore  on  the  dump ;  .')00p  ton.s  pay  ore  in  sight  above  the  tunnels. 

Tlie  stock  is  being  sold  on  the  basis  of  what  can  be  seen  by  any  one  visiting  the  property.  It  is  not 
•*dvertibfd  as  ;» .shipping  mine,  if  it  were  the  mill  results  would  be  published,  that  is  the  number  of  tons  shipped  and 
■the  amount  of  moni^y  received,  not  assays.     It  is  believed  that  the  ore  can  be  mined  and  milled  at  a  cost  of  ?3  a  ton. 

If  tlie  vein  continues  as  well  as  the  large  amount  of  development  work  shows,  it  will  furnish  sufBcient  ore 
toeupply  a  forty  stamp-mill  capable  of  treating  100  tons  a  day.  The  mil.l  will  be  erected  when  sufficient  ore  is  in 
sight  to  kr»cp  it  running.  The  capital  stock  is  1,000,000  shaVcs  of  the  par  value  of  SI  each,  600,000  of  these  shares 
»re  in  ^iry.     Enough  of  these  will  be  sold  to  put  the  mine  on  a  dividend  paying  basis,  the  remainder  will 

belong  ..  ,,,,  iie  .shareholders.  You  can  now  buy  this  stock  at  ten  cents  a  share.  Investigate  and  compare  this 
iritb  other  niiniTig  propositions  now  before  the  public.     For  prospectus  or  stock  apply  to 


Having  great  conftdence,    (the   outcome   of  several    years   of  investigation,)   in    U  mineral 

Tesourcei  of  the  great  gold  and  silver  belt  extending  from  Jack  Fish  Bay  to  the  Eastern  border  of  Msnitoba,  and 
kolieving  that  the  time  is  now  ripe  for  its  development,  and  that  for  those  who  will  combine  ordinaiy  bnsineeB 
prudence  and  judgmeut  with  their  capital,  an  investment  there  should  be  met  with  very  profitable  returns.  I  hare 
arranged  my  business  so  as  to  permit  my  devoting  a  large  portion  of  my  time  to 

Promotlnsr  MInlnar  Investments. 

I  handle  such  mining  stocks  as  I  can  recommend  |  also  prospects  and  partly  developed  mine? 

I  l>elieve  my  nequaintjince  with  the  di.strict,  knowledge  of  local  conditions,  and  facilities  for  inver,- ;:,'<jtiBg 
should  be  of  value  to  those  of  my  clients  who  are  willing  to  take  ordinary  mining  ohances.  I  make  a  spei.i«lty  »f 
proouriiig  properties  on  terms  admitting  of  syndicating  and  working. 

Reliable  men  wanted  as  agents  in  Manitoba  and  Ontario.  I  have  some  promising  locations  for  sale,  and 
un  th«  broker  fbr  Master  Jack  Stock.     Referenr'c  :  :niv  hmk  in  Winnii^p- 

C.  H.  Enderton, 

Real  Estate  and  Mines,  446  Main  St.,  Winnip©|j. 
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permanent  and  graded  up  to  by  the  grain 
inspectors,  who  are  Government  oflicials 
and  qualified  experts. 

The  Council  has  recommended  the  De- 
partment of  Inland  Revenue  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  enquire  in  to  the  whole 
grain  inspection  system,  and  their  sugges- 
tion has  been  endorsed  by  the  Grain 
Standards  Board,  but,  so  far,  no  action 
appears  to  have  been  taken  by  the  De- 
partment in  this  connection. 

The  views  of  this  Board  on  the  subject 
of  grain  grades  are  too  well-known  to  re- 
quire any  further  remarks  from  me,  be- 
yond e.xpressing  the  hope  that  they  will 
ultimately  prevail,  and  that  the  present 
system  of  selecting  the  standard  samples 
will  be  abolished. 

During  the  past  year  your  Board  in- 
augurated a  movement  by  which  petitons 
from  almost  every  place  of  any  business 
importance  in  Canada  were  sent  to  the 
Government  at  Ottawa,  asking  for  a  re- 
duction in  the  rate  of  postage  to  two  cents, 
but  I  regret  to  say  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  has  recently  expressed  his  inabil- 
ity to  grant  any  concessions  at  the  present 
time. 

If  the  demands  of  the  business  men  of 
Canada  in  this  respect  were  granted,  it 
would  not  be  unreasonable  to  expect  that 
any  temporary  loss  of  revenue  which 
might  ensue  on  account  of  the  reduction 
asked  for,  would  in  course  of  time  be 
made  up  through  the  increased  use  which 
would  be  made  of  the  mails. 

When  we  hear  the  statement  made  that 
the  Postmaster-General's  Department  will 
show  a  deficit  this  year  of  over  $8o0,000, 
and  it  is  almost  simultaneously  announced 
that  on  one  day  recently  the  output  of  a 
certain  publication  in  the  east  filled  1,80() 
mail  sacks  capable  of  holding  four  bushels 
each,  and  making  bulk  enough  to  fill  five 
box  cars  ordinarily  used  for  grain,  all  of 
which  were  delivered  free  of  postage,  it 
strikes  the  average  business  man  that  our 
postal  arrangements  might  well  be  re- 
adjusted. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Canada  occupies  a 
somewhat  anomalous  position,  when  her 
postal  service  can  be  made  use  of  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  deliver  their 
letters  all  over  this  vast  country  for  two 
cents,  and  her  own  people  are  charged 
one-half  more  for  the  same  service  ;  and 
it  is  certainly  a  reflection  upon  our  postal 
system  when  Canadian  letters  are  taken 
across  the  line  and  mailed  in  the  United 
States  in  order  to  save  postage. 

I  trust  that  before  long  we  may  see  a. 
"penny  postage  .system"  adopted  through- 
out the  British  Empire,  and  as  the  reduc- 
tion recently  asked  would  be  a  step  in  that 
direction,  I  hope  the  new  Council  will 
continue  to  press  the  matter  upon  the  no- 
tice of  the  Government. 

This    Board    has   taken    upon    itself    th 
responsibilty    of    calling    a    convention    of 
Business  Men  of  the  West, which  will  meet 
in  this  city  on  the  4th  of  February,  when 
matters    affecting    our    common    interests 


will  be  dealt  with. 

The  Secretary,  in  the  first  place,  sent  out 
600  enquiries  to  busness  men  residing  in 
the  west,  with  a  view  to  getting  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  froni  them  as  to  how 
the  holding  of  such  a  convention  would  be 
regarded,  and  as  the  answers  were  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  it,  over  one  thousand 
invitations  have  been  extended  by  the 
Board,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  l>elieve 
that  a  large  number  will  be  present. 

I  hope  the  members  will  do  all  they  can 
to  make  the  convention  a  success  in  every 
way. 

At  the  request  of  the  Rochester  (N.Y.) 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Council  adopt- 
ed a  resolution  in  favor  of  international 
arbitration. 

In  conjunction  with  others,  this  Board 
took  steps  to  prevent  the  passage  in  the 
House  of  Commons  of  a  Bill  to  reduce 
the  legal  rate  of  interest  from  (i  per  cent. 
to  4  per  cent.:  the  Bill  was  subsequently 
withdrawn. 

The  Board  took  strong  grounds  in  op- 
posing the  granting  of  a  charter  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Canal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany, which  provided  for  extensive  privil- 
e.ges  to  a  private  concern,  and,  thanks  to 
the  efforts  of  the  late  member  for  Winni- 
peg, the  Bill  never  passed  the  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons. 

At  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Commerce,  the  Council  forwarded 
their  views  on  the  subject  of  the  e.xtension 
of  Canada's  trade. 

These  are  some  of  the  more  important 
matters  which  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  Council  during  the  past  year,  and  I 
will  not  take  up  your  time  by  making  any 
further  reference  to  the  report  of  the 
Council. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  great 
anxiety  and  uncertainty  to  business  men. 

It  was  during  the  closing  days  of  1895 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
startled  the  civilized  world  by  his  message 
on  the  \'ene2uela  question.  This  was  fol- 
lowed, as  you  will  remember,  by  one  of 
the  jnost  disastrous  financial  panics  of  the 
century. 

Capital  took  alarm,  large  quantities  of 
securities  were  thrown  upon  the  markets, 
business  became  demoralized;  generally, 
and  the  drain  upon  the  United  States 
treasury  resulted  in  a  reduction  of  its  gold 
reserve  to  below  $60,000,000. 

Confidence  had  nearly  been  restored 
when  the  convention  of  the  Democratic 
party  pronounced  in'favor  of  the  free  coin- 
age of  silver,  and  from  that  time  until  the 
~iT(\  of  November  the  whole  country  was 
kept  in  a  condition  of  turmoil  and  unrest, 
with  the  result  that  1890  will  long  be  re- 
membered as  one  of  the  worst  years  for 
business  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  ever  seen. 

Happily,  the  result  of  the  Presidential 
election  favored  tlu^  party  pledged  for  hon- 
est money  and  sound  Government,  and  the 
danger  of  the  country  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  elements  represented  by  the 


defeated  candidate  has  been  averted  for  thd 
present. 

I  refer  to  these  matters  because  the  trade 
and  social  relations  existing  between  this 
country  and  the  United  States  are  so  inti- 
mate that  prosperity,  or  the  reverse,  is  re- 
fiected  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  in 
Canada. 

In  Canada  we  have  gone  through  a  gen- 
eral election,  and  have  witnessed  the  first 
change  in  the  Federal  Government  which 
has  taken  place  in  eighteen  years,  and,  as 
is  always  the  case  under  such  circum- 
stances, this  has  had  an  unsettling  eflfect 
upon  business,  and  especially  in  such  lines 
as  would  be  affected  by  tariff  changes,  and 
until  our  tariff  and  that  of  the  United 
States  are  finally  settled,  business  will  be 
subject  to  those  disquieting  influences 
which  usually  precede  possible  changes. 

Business  generally  throughout  the  Do- 
minion has  been  good.  The  number  of 
failures  for  1896  was  2.118,  with  $17,169,- 
OilO  liabilities,  as  compared  with  1891  fail- 
ures, and  $15,802,00l»  liabilities  for  the  pre- 
vious year. 

In  the  distributing  branches  of  trade  the 
turnover  has  fallen  oflf,  losses  have  been 
numerous,  and  the  margin  of  profits  ma- 
terially curtailed,  with  the  result  that  prob- 
ably as  much  money  has  been  lost  as  made 
during  the  past  year. 
•  Turning  to  our  own  province,  we  find  a 
totally  different  condition  of  things.  Our 
business  men  as  a  rule  have  had  a  very 
satisfactory  year's  trade  ;  their  turnover 
has  increased  ;  payments  have  been  ex- 
ceptionally good,  losses  have  been  light, 
and.  with  few  exceptions,  I  believe  their 
balance  sheets  will  show  encouraging  ad- 
ditions to  capital  account. 

Fifty-two  failures  occurred  in  the  North- 
west in  1896,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  38  of  these  were  not  rated  by  R.  G. 
Dun  &  Co.,  and  the  remaining  14  (with 
one  exception)  were  rated  worth  from 
Jl.OOO  to  ?3,000,  which  shows  that  the 
trade  anticipated  them,  and  in  any  case 
those  who  failed  were  men  whose  respon- 
sibility was  most  limited. 

During  the  past  few  years  many  weak 
traders  in  the  country  have  been  weeded 
out  ;  credits  are  now  granted  with  greater 
care  ;  buying  is  done  more  prudently  than 
formerly,  and  an  encouraging  feature  of 
tlie  situation  is  the  increasing  number  of 
dealers  in  the  West,  who  arc  in  a  position 
to  avail  th-emselves  of  cash  discounts. 

Country  stocks  are  not  heavy  for  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  merchants  as  a 
rule  have  materially  reduced  their  liabili- 
ties. 

In  my  opinion  the  trade  of  the  province 
is  at  present  in  a  sounder  and_  m.;ro 
healthy  condition  than  for  many  years 
past.  The  percentage  of  the  business  of 
the  whole  Northwest  done  at  Winnipeg  is 
steadily  increasing,  and  this  place  is  yearly 
growing  in  importance  as  a  distributing 
point. 

In  this  last  connection  I  would  suggest 
for    the    consideration    of    the    incoming 
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Council  some  scheme  by  which  the  figures 
representing  the  wholesale  trade  of  the  city 
may  be  collected  and  published  with  the 
annua!  report. 

The  satisfactory  trade  conditions  just  re- 
ferred to  are,  of  course,  traceable  to  the 
increased  prosperity  enjoyed  by  our  farm- 
ers during  the  past  two  years. 

The  crop  of  1895  was  the  heaviest  ever 
gathered  in  the  Northwest,  and  farmers 
were  marketing  grain  up  to  the  1st  of 
Sei-tember,  a  condition  of  things  never 
known  before  with  us.  This  year  the 
wheat  yield  was  only  an  average  one,  but 
the  cost  of  harvesting  was  light,  the  qual- 
ity of  the  wheat  was  excellent,,  and  the 
price  realized  very  satisfactory,  the  net  re- 
sult to  the  farmers  in  many  cases  being 
that  they  realized  a  larger  profit  from  it 
than  they  obtained  a  year  ago. 

The  progress  made  by  our  farmers  dur- 
ing the  past  few  years  is  most  encourag- 
ing, and  their  improved  condition  is,  no 
doubt,  largely  due  to  the  increase  of  dairy 
products  and  live  stock.  Tlie  Provincial 
Government  reported  last  month  the  fol- 
lowing statistics  respecting  the  latter  : — 

Horses    95,140 

Cattle    210,507 

Sheep    33,812 

Pigs    72,562 

which  was  a  satisfactory  increase  over  last 
year. 

This  province  is  now  producing  annual- 
ly about  2,2-lo,U00  pounds  of  butter  and  1,- 
OO'^OUU  pounds  of  cheese,  and  although,  so 
far,  our  productions  in  these  lines  are  small 
when  compared  with  what  the  rest  of  Can- 
ada is  doing,  for  $15,000,000  was  realized 
last  year  from  cheese  alone,  still  every 
year  there  is  growing  evidence  that  these 
industries  are  rapidly  increasing,  and  I 
believe  that  the  Xorthwest  is  destined  in 
the  near  future  to  become  a  great  pro- 
ducer of  cattle  and  dairy  products. 

I  think  that  much  credit  is  due  to  the 
Provincial  Government  for  the  way  in 
which  they  have  aided  and  encouraged 
these  industris,  not  only  by  financial  assist- 
ance in  establishing  creameries  and  cheese 
factories,  but  by  their  commendable  action 
in  opening  up  dairy  schools,  where  farm- 
ers and  others  can  receive  intelligent  in- 
struction in  the  art  of  butter  and  cheese 
making. 

In  this  connection  it  is  satisfactory  to 
learn  that  so  many  of  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  our  farmers  are  availing 
themselves  of  the  opportunities  aflordcd 
by  these  dairy  schools. 

There  was  a  falling  off  in  cattle  ship- 
ments from  the  Northwest  this  year  when 
compared  with  1895. 

Owing  to  the  wet  season  the  condition 
of  the  stock  was  not  satisfactory,  and  be- 
sides this,  the  prices  ruling  for  cattle  in  the 
markets  of  Great  Britain  were  not  such  as 
to  encourage  heavy  shipments,  for  choice 
Canadian  Cattle  sold  in  London  last  July 
as  low  as  3c.  lower  than  the  lowest  point 
reached  last  year. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  North- 


west continues  to  contribute  a  good  share 
of  the  total  quantity  exported,  for  out  of 
100,360  head  of  cattle  shipped  from  the 
port  of  Montreal  last  season,  27,057  were 
handled  by  a  firm  that  operates  from  Win- 
nipeg, the  partners  in  which  are  members 
of  tliis  Board. 

When  we  consider  for  one  moment  that 
the  25,000  farmers  of  Manitoba  have  real- 
ized over  $20,000,000  as  a  result  of  their 
industry  during  the  past  two  years.  I 
think  ^  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is 
much  in  the  situation  to  make  us  feel  en- 
couraged. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  this 
Board  to  the  misleading  figures  published 
in  the  oflicial  returns  of  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Commerce  respecting  this  prov- 
ince, especially  as  regards  our  exports  of 
agricultural  products. 

During  1896  there  were  shipped  for  direct 
export  to  Great  Britain,  from  Fort  Wil- 
liam,  of  Manitoba  wheat  : — 

Bushels. 

Via  BufTalo  and  New  York  4,635,000 

Via   Montreal    1,622,000 

Total    6,157,000 

And,  if  the  usual  practice  is  followed,  the 
Province  of  Ontario  will  get  credit  for  it. 

Last  year  the  quantity  was  very  much 
greater,  and  the  returns  show  that  we  ex- 
ported 1,305,701  bushels,  which  is  about 
the  quantity  shipped   from  Emerson. 

We  also  got  credit  last  year  for  having 
exported  35  head  of  cattle,  whereas  the 
Province  and  Territories  exported  to 
Great  Britain  direct  about  40,000  head. 

I  recommend  the  new  Council  to  take 
this  matter  up  with  the  Department. 

The  banks  of  Canada  have  been  more 
th;.M  usually  cautious  in  conducting  their 
aftaivs  during  the  past  year,  at  the  same 
time  borrowers  who  were  entitled  to 
credit  have  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
it. 

The  total  loans  of  the  banks  are  now 
:*1 1,000  (H)0  more  than  they  were  a  year 
ago,  and  amount  to  $241,000,000. 

The  total  deposits,  including  those  in 
Savings  and  Loan  Companies,  are  $286,- 
OUn.OOO.  -in  inc  i  case  of  nearly  $10,000,000  in 
a  yejr,  which  shows  that  notwithstanding 
at'vcrse  <oni''f:cnj  in  some  parts  of  the 
C'liiu-y,  a  coiuiderable  sum  has  been 
saved,  and  1  think  the  total  amount  of 
n.cney  or  de;  osit  is  striking  evidence  of 
the  industry  and  thrift  of  our  people. 

Our  banking  system  is  admirably  adapt- 
ed to  the  growing  needs  of  a  new  country 
like  the  Northwest,  and  the  facilities  af- 
forded to  our  business  community  are  un- 
surpassed in  any  part  of  the  world. 

As  a  simple  illustration  of  the  advan- 
tages afforded  by  our  elastic  currency  sys- 
tem, I  may  mention  that  it  was  estimated 
that  the  banks  in  this  city  paid  out  in  cir- 
culation during  the  month  of  October  last 
about  $^!, 5. 10,000  in  order  to  move  the 
crop. 

This  large  disbursement,  necessarily  in- 
volving a  considerable  cxpaneion  of  loans, 


was  accomplished  without  in  the  slightest 
degree  interfering  with  the  borrowings  of 
those  not  engaged  in  the  grain  business, 
and  the  bank  notes  which  were  paid  out, 
after  performing  their  work  of  paying  the 
farmer,  the  storekeeper,  and  the  wholesale 
dealer,  are  now  flowing  back  to  our  banks, 
where  they  are  being  redeemed  each  d»y 
m  gold. 

The  branch  of  another  eastern  bank  was 
established  here  in  July,  and  there  are  tea 
banks  now  doing  business  in  Winnipeg, 
employing  103  officials. 

The  total  bank  clearings  in  Canada  for 
1896  amounted  to  $1,029,571,000  a  de- 
crease of  $13,438,000,  or  1.30  per  cent. when 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  Winnipeg  clearings  show  an  in- 
crease of  14.80  per  cent,  over  1895,  and  26 
per  cent,  over  1894.  The  following  are  the 
figures  : — 

1894    $50,540,000 

1895    55,874,000 

1896    64,146,000 

Winnipeg  now  occupies  the  position  of 

third  city  in  Canada  in  respect  to  bank 
clearings. 

During  the  past  season  we  have  had  a 
striking  instance  of  the  advantages  derired 
from  having  large  flour  mills  in  this  coun- 
try. 

The  crop  was  short,  and  the  mills,  in 
order  to  secure  the  necessary  quantity  of 
wheat  for  their  season's  operations,  were 
obliged  to  pay  more  for  it  than  the  ordin- 
ary buyers  could  afltord  to  give,  so  that  the 
demand  for  local  grinding  actually  resulted 
in  our  farmers  realizing  several  cents  per 
bushel  more  for  their  wheat  than  they 
would  have  got  if  they  had  been  obliged 
to  sell  it  for  export. 

It  would  certainly  be  to  the  interest  of 
oi:r  farmers  if  the  bulk  of  our  wheat  crop 
could  be  converted  into  flour  before  it  is 
exported. 

Besides  the  increased  price  which  a 
home  milling  market  would  bring,  much 
indirect  benefit  would  result  from  the  ««- 
tablishmcnt  of  additional  mills. 

The  grinding  capacity  of  our  mills  con- 
tinues to  increase,  and  now  amounts  to 
11,415  barrels  per  day,  an  increase  of  1,125 
barrels  since  last  year. 

As  all  the  railways  in  the  Northwest  lead 
into  Winnipeg,  it  might  well  be  taken  as 
indicating  that  this  city  ofTers  great  ad- 
vantages as  a  suitable  place  for  the  erec- 
tion and  operation  of  flour  mills. 

Our  mills  of  late  have  been  finding  mar- 
kets for  their  flour  in  places  formerly  un- 
thought  of. 

A  few  years  ago  nobody  would  have 
dreamt  that  Manitoba  would  be  shipping 
large  quantities  of  flour  to  China. .Australia 
and  the  Islands  of  the  Pacific,  but  such  is 
the  case,  and  indeed  I  am  informed  that 
one  of  our  leading  concerns  has  recently 
had  inquiries  for  our  flour  from  Johannes- 
burg, South  Africa,  and  also  from  Cal- 
cutta. 

While  the  bulk  of  the  trade  which  has 
been   developed   is   no   doubt   due   to   the 
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failure  of  crops  in  the  countries  referred 
to,  at  the  same  time,  some  if  it  will  b« 
permanent,  and  at  present,  shipments 
would  be  much  larger  if  more  ocean  ton- 
nage was  available  at  Vancouver. 

I  desire  to  refer  briefly  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  Koote- 
nay  and  Western  Ontario  districts  which 
is  taking  place  at  the  present  time. 

The  richness  of  the  mineral  deposits  in 
these  districts  has  been  already  conclusive- 
ly proven,  and  it  has  been  stated  that  dur- 
ing the  past  year  gold  and  silver  ore  to  the 
value  of  over  $5,000,000  has  been  got  out 
of  the  Kootcnay  country  alone. 

Considerable  capital  has  been  already  in- 
vested in  mining  schemes  in  these  districts, 
and  at  present  it  looks  as  if  large  sums 
would  be  attracted  there  in  the  near  future, 
to  aid  in  the  development  of  the  riches 
that  are  undoubtedly  to  be  found  in  these 
regions. 

In  a  movement  such  as  we  are  at  pres- 
ent witnessing  there  is  always  the  danger 
of  capital  being  lost  through  "investments 
in  schemes  of  a  doubtful  character,  or 
through  ignorance  of  proper  mining  meth- 
ods, and  it  is  my  humble  opinion  that  if  a 
few  heavy  losses  are  made  in  this  way,  it 
will  have  the  effect  of  checking  for  some 
time  to  come  the  flow  of  capital  which  has 
already  begun. 

There  appears  to  be  a  growing  tendency 
on  the  part  of  our  own  people  to  invest  in 
mining  schemes. 

Some  of  the  companies  which  have  been 
floated  recently  are  no  doubt  on  a  sound 
basis,  and  will  prove  successful,  and  a 
sourceof  profit  to  those  investing  in  them, 
and  the  personnel  of  the  directorate  of 
many  of  them  is  a  suffijient  guarantee 
that  their  affairs  will  be  well  managed. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  public  are 
daily  being  asked  to  invest  their  good 
money  in  schemes  of  a  decidedly  "  Wild 
Cat"  character,  for  many  of  these  conrtrns 
have  nothing  more  at  the  back  of  ilicm 
than  simply  the  privilege  of  searching  for 
minerals  within  a  certain  area,  which  may 
or  may  not  be  there  ;  some  of  them  have 
not  even  that  to  recommend  them. 

It  was  recently  announced  that  336  min- 
ing companies  were  organizd  in  British 
Columbia  during  189C,  with  a  capital  of 
$340,000,000  ;  these  figures  show  that  there 
is  something  radically  wrong  in  the  laws 
governing  such  enterprises,  for  even  the 
Lrilliant  mining  possibilities  of  Briti>h 
Columbij  do  not  warrant  any  such  pre- 
parations. 

Par^^cs  investing  in  mining  ente.u  is-s 
should  investigate  them  closely  before 
parting  with  their  money,  for  past  experi- 
ences have  shown  that  more  has  been  lost 
than  made  by  such  transactions. 

A  number  of  new  elevators  have  been 
erected  during  1890,  and  the  storage  capa- 
city in  the  Northwest  (including  Keewatin 
and  Fort  William)  is  now  14,999,300  bush- 


els, which  is  an  increase  of  over  7,000,000 
bushels  since  1891. 

The  e.xtension  of  our  railway  system  by 
the  building  of  100  miles  into  the  Dauphin 
district,  during  the  past  season,  has  been 
the  means  of  opening  up  a  fine  country, 
especially  well  adapted  to  mi.xed  farming. 
The  building  of  this  line  now  gives  the 
province  a  total  railway  milage  of  1,G7G 
miles. 

I  hope  the  Board  durint;  the  coming 
year  will  press  upon  the  Government  the 
importance  of  providing  rid  towards  the 
construction  of  a  line  through  the  South- 
eastern part  of  the  province. 

Such  a  line,  besides  opening  up  an  ex- 
cellent tract  of  country,  would  bring  us 
nearer  to  the  source  from  which  we  ob- 
tain our  supply  of  lumber  and  fuel,  and  be- 
sides this,  if  connected  with  a  line  to  Du- 
luth,  would  place  this  country  100  miles 
nearer  to  Lake  Superior. 

Recently  the  Board  passed  a  resolution 
favoring  the  construction  of  a  road 
through  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass.  There 
appears  to  be  a  general  feeling  everywhere 
through  this  western  country  that  the 
early  construction  of  this  road  is  an  urg- 
ent necessity  in  order  that  the  growing 
trade  of  the  Kootenay  country  may  be  de- 
veloped and  kept  in  the  hands  of  Cana- 
dians, and  it  must  be  a  satisfaction  to 
know  that  recent  utterances  of  members  of 
the  Government  lead  us  to  hope  that  steps 
will  shortly  be  taken  to  have  the  proposed 
road  built. 

As  this  country  is  the  natural  market 
from  which  the  people  of  Kootenay  will 
obtain  their  food  and  other  supplies,  the 
opening  up  of  this  route  will  be  of  im- 
mense advantage  to  our  farmers  and  busi- 
ness men. 

Recent  remarks  made  by  some  of  our 
public  men,  and  newspaper  articles  in 
Government  organs,  would  lead  us  to  sup- 
pose that  some  arrangement  is  likely  to  be 
consummated  in  the  near  future,  whereby 
a  large  block  of  land  will  be  acquired  by 
the  Dominion  Government  from  the  rail- 
way companies,  and  thrown  open  for  free 
settlement. 

^\'hile  such  a  measure  would,  no  doubt, 
materially  aid  in  attracting  new  settlers  to 
the  Northwest,  I  express  the  hope  that  the 
Board  will  use  all  its  influence  to  prevent 
such  an  arrangement  being  carried  out,  or, 
in  fact,  the  granting  of  any  further  Gov- 
ernment aid  to  railways,  until  the  demands 
of  the  people  of  the  Northwest  for  a  re- 
duction in  the  present  ■burdensome  freight 
rates  have  been  given  the  consideration  to 
which  they  are  entitled. 

The  Board  appointed  delegates  to  the 
Immigration  Convention  held  here  in  Feb- 
ruary, and  subsequently  endorsed  by  re- 
solution the  movement  inaugurated  by  the 
Western  Canada  Immigration  Association. 

It  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  Domin- 
ion of  Canada  that  the  vacant  lands  of  this 
great  western  country  should  be  brought 


under  cultivation  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  he  Dominion  and  Provincial  Govern- 
ments will  succeed  soon  in  devising  some 
scheme  which  will  result  in  turning  the 
tide  of  emigrants  in  our  direction. 

Those  of  us  who  have  lived  in  this 
country  for  some  years,  and  have  studied 
its  conditions,  can  honestly  say  that  no 
place  offers  greater  advantages  to  the  ag- 
riculturist than  the  Canadian  Northwest. 

Last  April  the  editor  of  the  Toronto 
Globe  asked  me,  as  your  President,  for  a 
concise  statement  of  my  views  of  "  Cana- 
ada's  Needs."  My  reply,  which  was  duly 
published,  was  as  follows,  and  I  hope  that 
the  sentiments  expressed  meet  with  your 
approval. : — 

First.  Immigrants  of  the  right  kind  to 
settle  up  the  vacant  lands  in  Manitoba  and 
the  Northwest  Territories.  Increased  pop- 
ulation in  the  Northwest' means  increased 
prosperity  for  the  whole  Dominion. 

Second.  More  economy  and  greater 
simplicity  in  conducting  Dominion,  Pro- 
vincial and  Municipal  affairs.  Canada  is 
over-governed. 

Third.  Curtailment  of  our  credit  system. 
Credit  is  too  cheap  in  Canada,  and  most 
business  losses  are  traceable  to  the  ease 
with  which  it  is  obtained. 

I  wish  to  remind  the  members  that  the 
annual  banquet  will  take  place  this  even- 
ing at  the  Manitoba,  and  I  hope  a  large 
number  will  be  present. 

I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  in  form- 
er years  the  Winnipeg  Board  of  Trade  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  promoting  the 
trade  interest  of  this  city  and  province,  and 
I  feel  justified  in  stating  that  the  year  just 
closed  has  not  been  an  exception  in  this 
respect. 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  held  six 
meetings  and  the  Council  sixteen,  besides 
66  committee  meetings. 

The  membership  has  increased  53,  and  is 
now  157,  fully  paid  up.  At  the  last  an- 
nual meeting  a  new  departure  was  made  in 
the  mode  of  electing  members  of  the 
Council,  by  which  a  representative  of  al- 
most every  branch  of  business  represented 
among  the  membership  was  given  a  seat 
on  the  Council. 

In  the  deliberations  of  the  Council,  this 
was  found  to  be  of  great  advantage,  and  i 
hope  that  the  method  of  election  adopted 
last  year  will  be  continued. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  very  cordial  and  loyal 
support  during  my  term  of  office,  and  I 
also  wish  to  refer  to  the  valuable  services 
rendered  to  me  by  your  secretary,  Mr. 
Bell,  who  fills  his  responsible  position  with 
so  much  satisfaction  to  all. 

In  handing  back  to  you  the  office  with 
which  you  entrusted  me  a  year  ago,  I  beg 
to  thank  you  for  the  honor  you  conferred 
upon  me  ;  an  honor  which  I  need  hardly 
say  I  appreciate  most  highly. 

F.  H.  MATHEWSON. 
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Mining  Among  the  Lakes 


There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the 
course  which  nature  pursues  towards 
mankind.  She  stores  wealth  only 
where  patience  and  industry  can 
reach  it.  This  fact  is  strikingly 
illustrated  in  connection  with  mineral 
wealth,  for  the  richest  treasures  of 
that  character  are  invariably  stored 
by  her,  where  only  patience  and  in- 
dustry can  develop  them,  or  profit  by 
them. 

This  fact  is  illustrated  along  the 
north-west  shore  of  Lake  Superior, 
where  frowning  rocky  shores  tell  the 
approaching  man,  that  only  the  pati- 
ent and  industrious  can  reap  profit 
from  the  country  they  guard.  This 
country  until  very  lately  looked  upon 
as  the  ho;ne  of  the  hunter  and  trapper 
and  the  fishing  field  of  the  beaver 
and  otter,  is  <"ast  becoming  the  attrac- 
tion of  the  speculative  world,  as  one 
of  nature's  greatest  treasuries  of 
mineral  wealth. 

Geologists  have  dift'ered  about  the 
regions  where  gold  and  silver  deposits 
can  be  found,  but  the  practical  search 
of  the  prospector  often  upsets  the 
theories  of  the  most  learned  geologists. 
This  has  been  the  case  with  the  de- 
velopment "of  the  mineral  wealth  of 
Canada,  and  more  especially  with  the 
mineral  wealth  of  Western  Canada. 
Prospectors  have  shown  the  utter 
unreliability  of  the  theories  of  the 
geologists  of  the  past  few  decades, 
and  from  ccal  upwards  to  gold,  the 
mining  wealth  of  Western  Canada  has 
been  demonstrated  by  prospectors 
and  their  succestors  to  exist  in  many 
places  where  sucli  geologists  ha\=€ 
positively  declared  that  no  mineral 
wealth  could  positively  exist. 

(ieologists  like  other  wise  people 
live  to  learn,  and  a  new  set  of  those 
scientists  is  springing  into  notice,  who 
have  fdrmed  exactiv  opposite  theories 
from  their  predecessors.  These  new  ex- 
ponents of  the  resurrecting  science 
seem  to  tigure  upon  the  general 
volcanic  formation  of  the  crust  of  our 
planet,  and  especially  that  portion  of 
its  crust  known  as  North  America. 
These  more  modern  geologists  sensi- 
bly reason,  that  the  vo'canic  action  of 
pre-historic  ages  has  been  much  the 
same  as  the  action  of  a  modei'n 
smelter.  The  heat  was  below,  and 
its  smelting  action  naturally  threw 
the  lighter  substances  of  nature's 
crucible  tow.vrds  the  surface,  while 
the  heavier  remained  at  greater 
depth.  Thus  the  iron  and  copper  ore 
formations  were  the  lirst  metalic  de- 
posits to  be  met,  lead  a  heavier  usual- 
ly at  a  greater  depth,  and  silver  and 
gold,  still  heavier,  at  still  greater 
depth.  Thus  whenever  the  volcanic 
prupible's  action   reached   nearest  to 


the  surface  in  its  intensity  the  more 
liKelihood  there  is  of  linding  the 
heavier  and  more  valuable  metalic 
deposits  near  to  the  surface. 

It  requires  but  a  novice  in  the  above 
named  science  to  comprehend  the 
rationale  of  the  more  modern  geologi- 
cal theory,  and  any  person  who  has 
traveled  and  made  only  a  passing 
topographical  note  of  the  portion  of 
North  America  known  as  the  British 
possessions,  must  be  struck  with  the 
evidences  of  the  great  volcanic,  seeth- 
ing turmoil  which  must  have  taken 
place  in  the  stretch  of  country  from 
Ijabr.idor  running  westward  along  the 
northern  boundaries  of  the  alluvial 
districts  of  Quebec  and  eastern 
Ontario,  dipping  southward  so  as  to 
bound  the  great  Lake  Superior  on  its 
north  shore,  and  again  stretching  in 
a  northwesterly  direction  through  the 
Keewatin  country,  and  passing  the 
northern  end  of  Lake  Winnipeg, 
crossing  the  Nelson  and  other  rivers 
of  the  great  unsettled  country  north 
of  ihe  broad  prairie  land,  stretching 
away  into  the  Yucon  valley,  and  ter- 
minating on  the  Alaska  coast.  There 
are  within  this  region  possibly  more 
surface  indications  of  volcanic  action, 
than  can  be  found  in  any  similar  area 
elsewhere  on  this  globe.  It  is  in  the 
cooled  off  remains  of  such  volcanic 
cauldrons,  that  precious  metals  aie 
most  readily  found,  and  in  this  great 
area  from  the  Alaskan  boundary  on 
the  west  to  the  Canadian  Atlantic 
coast  on  the  east,  gold  has  been  suc- 
cessfully and  profitably  mined,  and  in 
some  instances,  as  in  the  valley  of  the 
North  Saskatchewan,  washed  oat  of 
the  sand  bars  of  the  rivers. 

Tlierc  can  be  no  doubt,  but  the  area 
aViOve  outlined  contains  a  l.irge  pro- 
portion of  the  gold  fields  of  t^.u  world, 
the  great  resources  of  which  are  as 
yet  almost  untouched,  and  that  in  the 
rmges  of  mountains,  the  Rockies  and 
others  running  north  and  south 
through  our  continent,  the  gold  fields 
there  discovered  and  operated,  are 
only  streaks  of  the  great  metallic  belt 
of  the  north,  stretching  away  to  the 
south. 

It  must  be  admitted,  that  the  dis- 
coveries of  gold  during  the  past  ten 
years  go  a  long  way  to  bear  out  the 
truth  of  the  above  theory.  In  Nova 
Scotia,  gold  has  been  mined  for  many 
years.  The  Labrador  and  Newfound- 
land country  furnish  undoubted 
evidences  of  its  existence  there ; 
Western  Ontario  has  fairly  entered 
the  held  as  a  gold  producing  region  ; 
s^.ruggling  pioneers  in  Alberta  have 
washed  out  many  a  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  gold  from  the  sands  of  the 
North  Saskatchewan,  and  the  fame  of 
the  Yucon  valley  as  a  gold  field  is 
now  world  wide.  The  rich  gold 
(ields  of  East  and  West  Kootenav  and 


the  Cariboo  districts  of  British  Colum- 
bia, and  even  the  diggings  and  mines 
of  California  and  states  further  south, 
are  merely  the  outcroppings  of  the 
southward  bend  of  this  great  belt  of 
valua  jle  metalic  deposits. 

The  fact  that  the  conditions 
under  which  the  rich  mineral  ore  de- 
posits are  found  in  different  portions 
of  this  great  belt  are  varied  is  no 
proof  against  the  theory  of  all  being 
portions  of  one  belt.  Over  all  the 
easiern  and  extreme  northern  por- 
tions of  the  area  the  veins  of  ore  are 
found  at  low  altitudes,  and  over  a 
comp.irativcly  level  country,  that  is  to 
say  a  country  free  from  ranges  of 
mountains,  or  even  hills  of  any 
marked  attitude.  Yet  over  this  com- 
paratively level  country  there  are 
surface  evidences  of  the  wildest 
volcanic  eruptions,  and  the  alternate 
stretches  of  granite  on  top  in  one 
place  and  depository  uppermost  in 
another  are  decidedly  puzzling  to  the 
geological  student.  On  the  other  hand 
the  veins  of  rich  ore  discovered  in  the 
southern  bend  of  the  great  area  are 
all  amid  mountain  ranges,  and  a  very 
large  proportion  of  them  at  great 
altitudes.  The  variety  in  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  country  is  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  variety  in  the  con- 
ditions in  which  the  ores  are  f.'Und. 

Leaving  the  Atlantic  portions  of  this 
great  mineral  deposit  area,  as  terri- 
tory not  within  the  constituency  of 
The  Commercial,  the  writer  com- 
mences his  search  in  western  Ontario 
on  the  northwest  shore  of  Lake 
Superior.  To  make  out  a  complete 
record  of  the  progress  of  mining  in 
Western  Ontario  up  to  date  will  not 
be  attempted  here,  but  reliable  in- 
stances will  be  given  of  work  in 
dilferent  parts  thereof,  which  will  go 
to  prove  the  wonderful  wealth  of  this 
as  yet  undeveloped  gold  producing 
region. 

There  are  numerous  partially  or 
wholly  undeveloped  gold  claims 
around  the  Canadian  shore  of  Like 
Superior,  some  of  which  are  very 
promising,  and  will  yet  be  heard  of  as 
among  the  most  valuable  gold  fields 
of  the  continent.  The  whole  country 
from  the  lake  westward  and  north- 
ward for  several  hundred  miles  may 
be  looked  upon  as  the  poor  man's  gold 
country.  First  because  the  veins  of 
gold  bearing  ([uartz  are  so  easily  got 
at,  compared  with  those  descrilied  in 
the  Rocky  mountain  country,  both  in 
Canada  and  the  Inited  States,  which 
with  few  exceptions  are  to  be  found 
only  at  great  altitudes,  and  in  the 
mountain  strongholds,  requiting  large 
capital  to  penetrate  and  njierate  in. 
Those  of  western  Ontario  are  all  at 
comparatively  low  altitudes,  and  are 
easy  of  access.  Besides  nearly  every 
Western     Ontario    mine     vet    tested 
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shows  free  milling  ore,  and  does  not 
require  expensive  chemical  treatment 
to  extract  the  precious  metal.  In  this 
aspect  we  cannot  select  a  better  illus- 
tration to  commence  with,  than  the 
property  of  The  Empress  Gold  Mine 
Co.,  Geo.  A.  Graham,  of  Fort 
AVilliam,  President,  Walter  Ross 
of  Rat  Portage,  Secretary -Treasurer, 
and  J.  T.  Home,  Manager.  It  is 
only  about  nine  months  since  the  first 
attempts  at  mining  work,  were  made 
by  this  company,  but  in  nine  months 
more  astounding  results  may  assuredly 
be  looked  for  from  this  mine.  It  is 
located  near. Jack  Fish  Bay,  and  within 
about  four  miles  of  the  main  line  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Itailway.  It  is 
reached  from  that  line  by  a  fine 
government  built  trail  road,  and  can 
be  visited  without  trouble  even  by  the 
tourist. 

The  Empress  Mining  Co.  have  a 
gold  field  of  IGO  acres  in  area,  and  it 
ii  located  very  favorably  for  economi- 
cal development  By  the  side  of  its 
gold  vein  croppings  runs  a  stream, 
supplying  an  abundance  of  water  for 
milling  purposes,  while  from  a  lake  a 
little  less  than  200  feet  above,  water 
is  brought  down  by  a  pipe,  thus  sav- 
ing all  the  expense  of  pumping  machin- 
ery or  operations.  Thus  a  great  sav- 
in the  cost  of  mining  operations  is  sup- 
plied almost  by  nature. 

Another  feature  ot  economy  con- 
nected with  the  Empress  mine  is  the 
absence  of  any  necessity  for  shaft 
sinking  or  the  employment  of  hoist- 
ing machinery.  The  mine  can  be 
worked  by  drifting  on  horizontal 
principles,  and  tunnels  of  that  nature 
can  be  run  in  at  any  necessary  depth. 
Already  the  company  have  one  tunnel 
in  a  distance  of  215  feet,  and  have 
struck  a  large  body  of  free  milling 
ore,  in  many  of  the  pieces  of  which  the 
free  gold  is  plain  to  the  naked  eye. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  this 
company  have  struck  a  valuable  mine^ 
which  will  be  a  source  of  great  profit 
to  the  owners. 

The  Empress  Gold  Mining  Co.  has 
a  capital  stock  of  Sl,O<J0,O8O,  8.350,- 
000  of  which  is  still  held  as  a  treasury 
reserve.  The  first  sale  of  stock  was 
at  ten  cents  on  the  dollar,  fully  paid 
up  and  non-assessable,  but  the  company 
soon  disposed  of  all  on  hand,  and  the 
stock  is  now  listed  on  the  Toronto  and 
Montreal  stock  exchanges,  and  sells 
at  over  double  the  figure  at  which  it 
was  first  issued. 

Besides  having  drifting  and  other 
preliminary  work  done  the  company 
have  a  ten  stamp  mill  and  a  first  class 
compressing  plant  at  the  mine,  and 
operations  were  carried  on  for  nearly 
three  months  last  fall,  before  closing 
down  for  the  winter,  with  most  satis- 
factory results.  By  the  opening  of 
March  the  mill  will  be  at  work  once 
more,  and  as  in  tunnelling  a  much 


richer  class  of  ore  than  that  milled 
last  year  has  been  reached,  the  pub- 
lic may  expect  to  hear  of  astound- 
ing results.  At  present  the  company 
have  no  stock  for  sale,  and  have  ample 
capital  to  go  on  with  vigorous  mining 
work. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the 
Empress  Gold  Mine  will  prove  a  great 
scource  of  profit,  and  ere  long  pay  a 
liberal  dividend  upon  its  million  dollar 
capital  stock,  and  yet  it  is  only  one  of 
a  number  of  rich  gold  mines,  that  will 
be  in  operation  in  Western  Canada, 
before  the  close  of  the  present  century. 

To  follow  the  progress  of  mining  in 
Northwestern  Ontario  is  too  much  of  an 
undertaking  for  this  issue.  What  has 
been  done  to  develop  this  rich  mineral 
country,  and  the  results  already  reach- 
ed in  that  respect  can  be  learned  from 
the  article  next  following,  taken  from 
a  report  recently  made  to  the  Ontario 
(government  and  pitblished  by  the  De- 
partment of  C'rown  Lands  of  that  prov- 
ince. The  report  was  prepared  by 
Prof.  A.  P.  Coleman,  Ph.  D.,  a  well- 
known  geologist. 


The   Gold  Fields  of 
Western  Ontario. 

Following  is  Prof.  Coleman's  article 
on  mining  in  Northwestern  Ontario, 
referred  to  in  the  closing  paragraph 
of  the  preceding  article  : 

Attention  is  being  specially  directed  at 
present  to  the  main  gold  region  of  On- 
tario, which  extends  for  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Moss  town- 
ship westward,  and  has  been  proved  to  be  ■ 
at  least  a  hundred  and  thirty  miles  wide, 
between  the  little  America  mine  just  south 
of  the  international  boundary  in  Minne- 
sota and  Lake  Minnietakie,  twenty  miles 
south  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 
Here  the  number  of  locations,  usually  of 
forty  acres  each,  taken  up  for  gold  mining 
purposes  within  the  last  four  years  runs 
into  the  hundreds.  Many  of  these  will,  of 
course,  not  prove  workable  mines  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  new  finds  are  con- 
stantly being  made,  sometimes  in  quite 
new  localities,  sometimes  in  regions  sup- 
posed to  have  been  well  explored  years 
ago. 

In  general  the  gold  bearing  veins  occur 
in  green  chloritic  and  hornblendic  schist, 
probably  of  Huronian  (Keewatin)  age, 
and  are  of  a  bedded  or  lenticular  kind,  but 
sometimes  they  are  found  in  masses  of 
eruptive  granite  of  gneiss  which  have 
pushed  their  way  up  through  the  Huron- 
ian schists.  In  the  latter  case  the  veins 
are  commonly  true  fissures,  and  may  be 
followed  for  considerable  distances.  In 
cither  case  the  contact  ot  an  eruptive  rock 
with  schist  seems  of  importance,  since  the 
best  veins  are  found  v;*hin  a  mile  or  two 
of  s.'.'-h  a  contact 
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arc  ..■icp',..<!iis  of  other  ki-idj  which  are 
wottliy  of  attention,  such  as  fahlbanjj, 
wide  binds  of  schist  heavily  charged  with 
sulpnides,  and  showing  a  considerable 
amount  of  free  gold  ;  and  dikes  of  felsite 
or  (i'i?rtz  porphyry  containing  pyrites  and 
gold  ;  though  up  t8  the  present  none  of 
these  hav<e  been  mined  sufficiently  to 
prove  their  value. 

During  the  past  summer  all  the  gold  de- 
posits on  which  any  important  amount  of 
work  has  been  done  were  visited,  except 
the  Huronian  mine  in  Moss  township, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  give  a  brief  prelim- 
inary report  on  what  was  observed. 

Our  canoes  were  dropped  in  the  water 
at  Savanne,  a  station  on  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  seventy  miles  west  of 
Port  Arthur,  and  traversed  nearly  seven 
hundred  miles  of  lake,  river  and  portage 
before  ending  the  summer's  travels  at  Rat 
Portage,  On  Lac  des  Mille  Lacs  and  the 
waters  of  Partridge  river  no  delay  was 
made,  though  gold  was  found  years  ago 
by  the  McKellars  on  Partridge  lake. 

On  and  near  Reserve  Island,  in  the  river 
Seine,  near  the  entry  of  Partridge  river, 
several  gold  bearing  veins  have  been  dis- 
covered, and  two  or  three  of  them  are  be- 
ing opened  up  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Proudfoot. 
but  at  the  time  of  our  visit  his  shafts  had 
not  been  sunk  more  than  twenty  feet,  and 
it  was  impossible  to  judge  of  the  real 
value  of  the  locations. 

On  Sawbill  lake,  which  opens  into  the 
Seine  from  the  north  some  distance  below 
Proudfoot's  camp,  and  thirty-three  miles 
southwest  of  Bonheur  station,  on  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  the  now  well- 
known  Sawbill  mine  is  situated.  At  our 
ariival,  early  in  June,  we  found  that  a 
shaft  had  been  sunk  to  a  depth  of  49  feet, 
and  that  the  vein  had  increased  in  width 
from  four  feet  on  the  surface  to  si.x  at 
the  bottom  and  showed  very  distinct  walls. 
The  vein  can  be  traced  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  surface,  and  will 
no  doubt  afford  a  great  quantity  of  ore. 
The  quartz  contains  the  usual  sulphides, 
and  free  gold  can  frequently  be  seen.  Mr. 
F.  S.  Wiley,  the  manager,  states  that  the 
shaft  has  since  been  sunk  below  ninety 
feet,  with  no  dimunition  in  the  width  of 
vein  nor  in  the  gold  contents  of  the 
quartz.  It  is  worthy  of  special  note  that 
this  promising  mine  is  in  what  has  been 
mapped  by  the  Geological  Survey  as  bio- 
tite  granite  gneiss  of  the  Laurentian,  so 
that  gold  occurs  in  satisfactory  amounts 
in  a  rock  hitherto  loked  upon  as  barren. 
Several  other  gold  bearing  veins  of  a 
somewhat  similar  kind  have  been  located 
in  the  region  since  work  began  at  the 
Sawbill  mine,  and  there  is  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  diligent  prospecting  will  disclose 
a  number  of  valuable  deposits. 

Still  farther  down  the  Seine,  a  little  west 
of  its  expansion,  Steep  Rock  lake,  the 
Harold  mine,  owned  by  Messrs.  Wiley 
and  Gibbs,  is  situated.  Here  several 
veins,  in  general  not  very  large,  have  been 
more  QT  1?5S  opened  up  by  shafts  or  drifts, 
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and  a  five-stamp  mill  worked  intermittent- 
ly has  yielded  a  number  of  gold  bricks. 
One  small  vein  on  the  shore  of  Harold 
lake  contains  ore  exceedingly  rich  in  free 
gold,  in  leaf  form.  The  country  rock  here 
is  quite  varied,  granije  of  the  greenish  al- 
tered kind,  often  called  protogine,  pierc- 
ing green  and  yellowish  rocks  of  the  Hu- 
ronian. 

From  this  point  westward  to  Shoal  lake, 
another  expansion  of  the  Seine  river,  no 
mining  has  been  done,  though  a  number 
of  locations  have  been  taken  up,  especially 
west  of  Calm  lake. 

Shoal  lake  may  be  looked  on  as  the 
focal  point  of  the  Seine  river  and  Rainy 
lake  gold  region,  hundreds  of  locations 
having  been  taken  up  during  the  last  three 
years  within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  of  this 
small  lake,  and  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  work  has  been  done  on  several 
of  the  properties. 

Up  to  the  present  the  most  important 
mines  have  been  found  in  an  area  of  pro- 
togine granite  about  six  miles  in  length 
from  northeast  to  southeast,  and  about  a 
mile  in  width,  lying  between  Shoal  and 
Bad  Vermillion  lakes.  The  whole  granite 
area  has  been  located  and  scores  of  veins 
have  been  found  varying  greatly  in  gold 
contents,  but  generally  true  fissure  veins, 
with  well  defined  walls  of  slickensided 
talc  or  sericite  schist. 

The  largest  amount  of  development  has 
been  done  on  the  Foley  mine,  now  owned 
by  the  Ontario  Gold  Mines  Co.,  the  prop- 
erty comprising  AL74,  75,  76.  On  one  of 
their  veins,  the  Bonanza,  one  shaft  had 
been  sunk  to  210  feet,  and  another  1,200 
feet  away  to  a  depth  of  113  feet,  and  more 
than  300  feet  of  drifting  had  been  done  at 
various  levels  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  July 
17.  The  vein  proves  very  uniform  in 
width,  running  from  2J  to  about  4  fefft 
and  the  orc.which  contains  a  considerable 
amount  of  visible  gold,  is  said  to  average 
$20  in  free  milling  gold  and  |o  in  conceri- 
trates  per  ton.  By  this  time  a  well-equip- 
ped twenty-stamp  mill  is  being  erected, 
and  before  the  new  year  should  be  pro- 
ducing gold.  There  is  every  reason  to 
expect  that  this  will  prove  a  very  profit- 
ablet  mine. 

The  Ferguson  mine  is  situated  north- 
cast  of  the  Foley  mine,  in  the  same  area 
of  granite,  on  locations  ALllO,  111  and 
K22.'^.  This  properly  is  o\\  T'cd  by  the 
Seine  River  Gold  Mines  Company  of  Eng- 
land, which  is  at  present  doing  e.\ploring 
work.  There  are  several  veins  ranging 
from  a  foot  to  three  feet  or  more  in  width 
a'-.d  'r.^ceable  for  hundreds  of  feet.  On 
the  Daisy  vein  two  shafts  had  been  sunk 
to  a  depth  of  fifty  feet,  and  sinking  had 
been  begun  on  the  Government  vein  at 
the  time  of  our  visit,  rich  specimens  com- 
ing from  the  latter  ore  body.  On  the 
Finn  vein,  one  of  the  widest,  a  shaft  had 
l-ccn  sunl:  70  feet.  The  work  thus  far 
done  shows  tint  the  veins  are  not  usually 
very  wide,  but  that  there  is  in  the  aggre- 
gate a  Iragc  amount  of  fairly  rich  ore 
available, 


The  only  other  property  in  the  region 
requiring  special  mention  is  the  Lucky 
Coon  or  Ilillier  mine,  Co5P,  where  a  shaft 
has  been  sunk  to  the  depth  of  about  fifty 
feet  on  one  of  the  veins  and  a  five-stamp 
mill  erected.  The  quartz  looks  well,  and 
the  vein  chiefly  worked  is  about  eight  feet 
wide  at  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  Owing 
to  disagreements  among  the  owners  the 
mill  was  run  for  only  a  short  time.  This 
mine  has  been  taken  hold  of  by  Edin- 
burgh capitalists,  who  propose  to  develop 
it  this  winter,  with  the  intention  of  pur- 
chasing if  the  results  are  satisfactory. 

Many  locations  have  been  taken  up  in 
the  Keewatin  schists  east  of  Shoal  lake, 
and  also  along  Little  Turtle  river  and 
lake,  north  of  Bad  Vermillion  lake.  These 
deposits  are  mainly  bedded  veins  or  fahl- 
bands,  and  have  been  very  little  developed, 
though  rich  specimens  of  free  gold  come 
from  them,  and  a  plucky  company  of 
Norwegians  have  pounded  out  a  few  hun- 
dred dollars  worth  of  gold  with  hand 
stamps  from  a  vein  on  the  Little  Turtle. 

On  Raiy  lake  itself  gold  has  been  found 
at  a  number  of  points;  but  the  only  mines 
worked  are  two  in  Minesota.  Of  these 
only  the  Little  America  mine  on  a  small 
island  near  Kciiny  Lake  City  has  produced 
much  gold.  From  it  several  thousand 
dollars  worth  have  been  obtained,  and 
after  many  vicissitudes  it  is  now  said  to  be 
worked  at  a  profit.  Minnesota,  however, 
contains  only  a  narrow  fringe  of  the  gold 
bearing  Huronian  rocks  which  cover  so 
wide  a  surface  to  the  north  and  northeast 
in   Canada. 

North  of  Rainy  lake  and  south  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  at  Wabigoon, 
is  a  very  promising  region  on  the  shores 
of  Lake  Manitou  and  smaller  bodies  of 
water  near  by.  Ore  deposits  of  varying 
kinds  and  of  all  degrees  of  richness  occur 
here,  and  brilliant  specimens  are  found, 
but  nothing  that  can  be  dignified  with  the 
name  of  mining  h^.s  yet  been  attempted.  A 
two-stamp  Tremaine  mill  has  been  at  work 
for  a  time  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
E.  B.  Haycock,  of  Ottawa,  who  reports 
an  average  of  about  $25  per  ton  from  small 
amounts  of  rock  obtained  from  a  number 
of  veins  on  Lake  Manitou,  in  the  aggre- 
gate about  eighteen  tons.  Difticulty  of 
access  from  the  want  of  a  summer  wagon 
road,  by  which  to  bring  in  supplies  and 
machinery,  has  retarded  development  in 
this  district. 

Gold  Ins  been  found  at  various  points 
north  of  the  railway,  e.  g.  on  Minnietakie 
and  Slurgcon  lakes,  but  the  locations  are 
yet  only  in  the  prospecting  stage. 

A  canoe  journey  westward  over  seldom- 
visited  waters  look  us  frSm  Manitou  lake 
to  Rcgina  bay.  a  part  of  Whitefish  bay. 
the  long  snulhcasterly  projection  of  tlie 
nctoims-armcd  Lake  of  the  Woods.  The 
Rcgina  mining  camp,  with  its  trim  build- 
ings, conies  as  a  pleasant  surprise  to  the 
canocnian,  who,  for  five  days,  has  seen  no 
human  being  outside  his  own  party.  The 
Regina  (Canada)  Gold  Mine  Compnr 
(limited),  of  t,on<Jon,  England,  is  oper- 


ating this  mine,  Lieut.-General  11.  C. 
Wilkinson  being  managing  director.  At 
the  time  of  our  visit  a  shaft  had  been  sunk 
one  hundred  and  sLxty  feet,  and  five  hun- 
dred feet  of  drifting  had  been  done  on  the 
vein,  besides  the  sinking  of  small  shafts 
lor  the  testing  of  one  or  two  other  ore 
deposits.  The  vein  on  which  most  work 
has  been  done  begins  in  a  mass  of  pro- 
togine granite  near  the  shore,  and  runs 
into  a  weathered  diabase  (trap)  toward 
the  south.  There  is  a  rich  shoot  of  ore 
running  down  through  the  granite  into 
the  diabase.  The  gold  is  fine  and  difficult 
to  save  by  the  present  concentrators.  The 
mill  is  of  ten  stamps,  and  the  number  ot 
men  employed  about  fifty. 

Many  locations  have  been  taken  up  near 
the  Regina  and  farther  northwest  on  Yel- 
low Girl  and  other  bays,  but  none  have 
been  workd  seriously.  Nearer  Rat  Port- 
age, however,  especially  along  the  contact 
of  Laurentian  and  Huronian,  running 
northwest  from  Andrew  bay  to  Black 
Sturgeon  lake,  a  number  of  shafts  have 
been  sunk,  generally  to  a  depth  of  fifty 
feet,  and  at  several  points  abandoned  or 
active  mining  plants  may  be  seen.  At  the 
time  of  our  visit  only  two  mines  were 
producing  gold,  the  Golden  Gate,  whose 
ore  was  being  crushed  at  the  mill  of  the 
adjoining  Gold  Hill  mine,  and  the  Tri- 
umph, which  was  having  its  ore  tested 
with  a  two-stamp  Tremaine  mill. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  promising 
properties,  including  some  wide  fahlbands, 
north  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway, 
such  as  the  Scramble  mine,  and  two  or 
three  others  said  to  have  been  found  by 
the  aid  of  a  divining  rod  imported  from 
Sweden.  However  found,  these  sulphide 
bearing  bands  of  schist  readily  yield  gold 
in  the  pan,  and  probably  some  of  them 
will  turn  out  valuable  mines. 

The  most  justly  famous  mine  in  our 
whole  western  gold  field  is  undoubtedly 
the  Sultana,  on  an  island  seven  miles 
southeast  of  Rat  Portage,  owned  by  Mr. 
John  F.  Caldwell,  of  Winnipeg.  After 
years  of  hard  struggle  against  adverse  cir- 
cumstances', this  plucky  and  energetic 
mine  owner  is  reaping  a  solid  reward  in 
the  shape  of  a  great  body  of  rich  quartz 
in  places  forty  feet  wide,  and  already  fol- 
lowed more  than  three  hundred  feet  in 
depth.  Nearly  a  thousand  feet  of  drifting 
have  been  done,  and  there  is  ore  enough 
in  sight  to  keep  a  well-equipped  ten-st.amp 
mill,  or  one  double  its  ize,  running  for 
years.  The  ore  bodies  appear  to  be  lenti- 
cular, the  lower  one  of  immense  size,  and 
are  enclosed  in  the  sheared  and  schistose 
edge  of  an  area  of  coarse  porphyritic 
granitoid  gneiss,  mapped  by  the  Geolog- 
ical Survey  as  Laurentian.  but  adjoining 
green  Huronian  rocks.  The  ore  is  some- 
what quartzitic  looking,  contains  one  or 
two  per  cent,  of  iron  pyrites,  and  is  free 
milling  to  the  extent  of  75  or  80  per  cent. 
A  recently  finished  chlorination  plant  ex- 
tracts the  gold  carried  by  the  lulphides 
very  satisfactorily.  Gold  mining  at  the 
Sultana  has  been  reduced  to  a  thoroughly 
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tusiness-lilv'e  basis,  the  mill  running  with 
scarcely  a  halt  and  the  weekly  brick  being 
turned  out  with  perfect  regularity.  If  this 
splendid  mine  had  been  in  the  hands  of  a 
stock  company  much  would  have  been 
heard  of  its  dividend-paying  powers  ;  but 
its  owner  is  too  modest  to  boast  of  its 
success. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  mining  de- 
velopment of  the  year  is  to  be  found  on  a 
western  Shoal  lake,  thirty-five  miles  from 
Rat  Portage,  and  about  ten  miles  east  of 
the  boundary  of  Manitoba.  The  Mikado 
mine,  found  by  an  Indian  a  year  ago,  has 
been  purchased  for  $25,000  by  a  London 
company,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Col. 
W.  T.  Engledue,  and  has  been  worked 
sufficiently  to  show  that  the  ore  is  very 
rich,  though  not  enough  sinking  has  been 
done  to  prove  the  extent  of  the  deposit. 
The  quartz  contains  a  variety  of  sulphides, 
including  sulphide  of  bismuth  new  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  region,  and  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  gold  is  carried  by  these 
refractory  minerals  ;  but  probably  two- 
thirds  of  the  gold  contents  are  free  milling. 
the  gold  occurring  as  thin  plates  rather 
than  nuggets.  The  ore  treated  is  the  rich- 
est found  in  large  quantities  in  Ontario, 
and  the  ore  now  on  the  dump,  after  only 
a  few  months'  work  by  a  small  force,  con- 
tainse  values  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  mine 
and  a  simple  equipment. 

Several  other  finds  of  very  rich  ore  have 
and  next  summer  will  probably  see  the  de- 
been  made  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mikado, 
velopment  of  an  important  mining  camp 
in  that  district. 

At  a  number  of  other  points  on  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  and  its  bays  promis- 
ing finds  of  gold  have  been  made,  e.  g.  at 
Camp  bay  to  the  southeast,  but  none  of 
make  sure  of  their  value. 

Looking  at  our  gold  mining  region  as  a 
whole,  one  is  struck  by  the  wide  extent 
them  have  been  worked  sufficiently  to 
over  which  gold  has  been  found,  the  var- 
iety of  deposits  that  occur,  the  ease  with 
which  they  may  be  reached,  the  free  mill- 
ing character  of  most  of  the  ores,  all 
points  in  its  favor  as  compared  with  most 
gold  regions. 

No  part  of  the  region  is  more  than  forty 
miles  from  a  railway  or  steamboat,  and 
most  of  the  mines  are  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  rails  or  of  navigable  waters.  In 
winter  a  road  sufficient  to  take  in  heavy 
machinery  may  be  made  without  difficulty 
to  any  point  in  the  region,  and  the  On- 
tario Government  has  shown  itself  liberal 
in  granting  assistance  to  such  roads. 

All  parts  are  readily  reached  by  canoes 
in  summer.  Plenty  of  waterof  good  qual- 
ity is  found  everywhere,  and  wood  for  fuel, 
building  or  mine  timbering  almost  every- 
where. The  region  is  not  an  inaccessible 
desert,  nor  covered  with  malarious 
swamps,  nor  cut  off  from  civilization  by 
precipitous  mountains.  Supplies  of  all 
sorts  are  cheap  ;  efficient  labor  can  be  ob- 
tained on  easy  terms,  the  labor  of  white 
men,  not  of  negroes  or  Indians  ;  and  life 


and  property  are  as  safe  as  anywhere  on 
the  globe. 

The  laws  relating  to  mining  and  mining 
locations  are  simple,  and  generally  admit- 
ted to  be  fair  and  favorable  to  the  pros- 
pector and  mine  owner.  All  locations  are 
bounded  by  east  and  west  and  north  and 
^(.'.,t!■;  lines,  reducing  boundary  disputes 
:n  d  the  customary  litigation  of  mining 
c;mir.'es  t.;  a  minimum. 

Jr  conclusion,  the  impressions  forn;cd 
(!•  lirp  the  summer's  work  may  bj  ::n,i; 
med  up  in  the  statement  that  the  pro.p^  "5 
are  better  than  ever  before.  One  mine  lias 
al'cady  proved  to  be  a  splendidly  nnying 
Vioperty,  and  several  others  arc  appa-'oiitly 
ct.  the  point  of  becoming  so.  The  i  um- 
ber of  properties  on  which  promising  .fi'ids 
(if  gold  Imvc  been  made  has  greatly  in- 
ci'.-ased,  and  the  area  of  known  gold  bea^-- 
ing  look  has  been  considerably  widencl. 
M.iry  of  the  properties  located  wil!  no 
doubt  prove  of  little  value,  as  is  the  case 
in  every  mining  region  of  the  world  ; 
others  will  not  turn  out  to  be  extensive 
enough  to  justify  an  independent  mill, 
though  they  may  be  worked  at  a  profit 
when  within  reach  of  a  custom's  mill  ;  but 
it  may  be  looked  on  as  certain  that  a  con- 
siderable number  of  locations  taken  up 
will  eventually  prove  to  bo  paying  mines. 

For  the  year  ending  31st  October,  1893, 
the  gold  product  of  Ontario  mines  was 
returned  as  $32,0(JO;  for  1894,  as  $32,776. 
and  for  1895,  as  $50,281.  Returns  received 
from  owners  of  six  mines  for  the  period 
commencing  1st  November,  1895,  and  end- 
ing 20th  September,  189("i.  show  that  the 
quantity  of  ore  milled  was  9. 012  short  tons, 
which  yielded  free  gold  of  the  value  of 
^118,468,  besides  351  tons  of  concentrates 
estimated  at  $13,337,  and  a  quantity  of 
tailings  to  be  treated  by  the  cyanide  pro- 
cess, estimated  at  $10,800.  The  total  value 
of  ore  treated  is  therefore  $142,605,  or  an 
average  of  $14.83  per  ton,  whereof  $12.30 
or  83  per  cent,  of  the  whole  is  free  mill- 
ing 


Business  Men's  Con- 
vention. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in 
connection  with  the  business  interests  of 
this  western  country  was  the  holding  ot 
the  Business  Men's  Convention,  which 
convened  at  Winnipeg  on  February  4tli, 
and  continued  during  the  following  day. 
The  convention  was  originated  by  the 
Winnipeg  Board  of  Trade,  which  took  up 
the  matter  and  invited  correspondence 
from  business  men  all  over  the  country. 
The  replies  were  so  favorable  that  the 
board  decided  upon  calling  the  conven- 
tion. The  session  were  attended  by  busi- 
ness men  from  all  parts  of  Manitoba  and 
the  Territories.  Many  important  ques- 
tions were  discussed  at  the  convention  and 
resolutions  bearing  upon  these  subjects 
were  passed.  These  resolutions  will  be 
printed  in  pamphlet  form  by  the  Winnipeg 


Board,  and  a  copy  will  be  forwarded  to 
all  members  of  parliament  and  provincial 
legislators.  Copies  will  also  be  sent  to 
business  men  throughout  the  west.  No 
doubt  great  good  would  be  accomplished 
if  the  convention  were  made  an  annual 
affair.  Though  called  by  the  Winnipeg 
Board  of  Trade,  the  proceedings  of  the 
convention  were  left  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  attended,  and  the  board,  as 
a  board,  abstained  from  any  attempt  to 
manipulate  or  control  the  convention. 
Following  is  a  condensed  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention,  with  the 
resolutions  as  adopted  in  full  : 

The  convention  met  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing in  the  council  chamber  of  the  city 
hall.  D.  W.  Bole,  president  of  the  Winni- 
peg Board  of  Trade,  called  the  convention 
to  order.  He  related  the  steps  taken  to 
call  the  convention,  and  asked  that  those 
present  proceed  to  organize  and  relieve 
the  committee  of  the  board  of  further 
duties  in  the  matter. 

I'-ollowing  Mr.  Bole,  Mayor  McCreary 
welcomed  the  delegates  to  the  city  in  an 
interesting  address. 

R.  L.  Richardson  and  Jas.  E.  Steen.  and 
Mr.  Murray,  of  Brandon,  gave  short  ad- 
dresses. 

The  following  committee  on  organiza- 
tion was  appointed  :  Messrs.  Denison, 
.\cheson,  R.  T.  Riley,  Fraser,  R.  M. 
Graham,  King.  Lewis,  Mickle,  Mcintosh, 
.\.  Strang,  with  Mr.  Riley  as  convenor. 

.•\t  the  request  of  the  meeting,  the  secre- 
tary read  the  list  of  subjects  which  had 
been  proposed  for  discussion,  and  which 
has  been  published. 

The  organization  committee  retired  to 
the  Mayor's  office,  and  while  the  com- 
mittee planned  the  organization  of  the 
convention,  a  mnnber  of  short  addresses 
weor  made  by  Messrs.  C.  N.  Bell,  R.  J. 
Whitla,  Francis  Graham  and  G.  Peacock. 

The  organization  committee  then  re- 
ported, recommending  that  the  officers 
consist  of  one  chairman,  two  vice-chair- 
men, one  secretary  and  an  assistant  secre- 
tary ;  that  a  committee  on  re'^olutions  be 
appointed,  to  consist  of  eight  members, 
who  shall  have  a  meeting  previously  to 
each  session  of  the  convention,  to  which 
shall  be  submitted  all  resolutions  which 
shall  decide  as  to  their  order,  and  whose 
decision  shall  stand  absolute  unless  over- 
ruled by  a  majority  vote  ;  that  tlio  meet- 
ings of  the  convention  shall  be  called  to 
order  at  10  a.  m.,  adjourn  at  12:30  ;  as- 
semble at  2  p.  m.,  adjourn  at  6  ;  assemble 
at  8.  and  adjourn  at  11  ;  that,  before  the 
final  adjournment  of  the  convention,  a 
committee  of  not  less  than  seven  shall  be 
appointed,  whose  special  duty  it  shall  be 
to  See  that  all  recommendations  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  convention  are  brought  to 
*he  notice  of  the  proper  authorities  ;  that 
the  following  be  the  permanent  officers  of 
the   convention  : 

J.  G.  King,  Port  .\rthur,  chairman  ;  H. 
S.  Paterson,  Portage  la  Prairie,  first  vice- 
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president ;  E.  O.  Denison,  Minnedosa, 
second  vice-president;  C.  N.  Bell,  Winni- 
peg, secretary,  who  shall  be  asked  to  nom- 
inate an  assistant  secretary. 

Committee  on  Resolutions — Alex.  Ache- 
son,  Rosenfeld  ;  J.  F.  Boyd,  Minnedosa  ; 
D.  Mcintosh,  Dauphin  ;  J.  W.  Whitman, 
Emerson  ;  F.  W.  Adams,  Brandon  ;  Geo. 
H.  Healey,  Virden  ;  D.  A.  McDonald, 
Regina  ;  Jas.   E.  Steen,  Winnipeg. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  president-elect,  on  taking  the  chair, 
referred  to  the  fact  that  he  did  not  belong 
to  this  province,  and  added  that  it  was  a 
great  misfortune  Manitoba  did  not  extend 
down  to  the  head  of  the  lakes,  as  all  the 
interests  and  desires  of  the  people  there 
were  with  this  western  country,  of  which 
they  were  really  a  portion.  He  hoped 
that  out  of  this  meeting  would  come  a 
business  association,  a  western  board  of 
trade,  or  something  of  the  kind,  in  which 
business  men  might  meet  and  discuss  busi- 
ness principles.  He  accepted  the  presi- 
dency of  the  convention  as  a  great  honor. 

The  resolutions  in  the  hands  of  the  sec- 
retary were  referred  to  the  committee  on 
resolutions,  and  the  convention  adjourned 
until  ten  o'clock  on  Friday  morning. 

While  the  organization  committee  was 
at  work,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted  ; 

Moved  by  W.  G.  McLaren,  seconded  by 
J.  W.  Whitman,  and  resolved,  "Whereas, 
it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  busi- 
ness men  of  Western  Canada  if  some 
means  existed  that  would  enable  those  in 
one  town  or  village  to  meet  together  for 
the  consideration  of  matters  of  common 
interest  and  to  communicate  with  those 
n  other  towns  and  villages  ;  and  whereas, 
boards  of  trade  may  be  incorporated  only 
in  places  having  a  population  of  2,50(7; 
making  it  impossible  to  establish  such 
boards  in  small  places  ;  and  whereas,  this 
convention  considers  that  some  form  of 
trade  councils,  with  a  simple  form  of  con- 
stitution and  by-laws,  might  be  inaugur- 
ated and  made  workable  ;  Be  it  resolved, 
that  this  convention  appoint  a  committee 
(to  be  named  by  the  chairman)  to  draft 
such  form  of  constitution  and  by-laws  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  ;  and,  further, 
that  members  of  this  convention  agree  to 
take  steps  to  give  a  fair  trial  to  the  at- 
tempt to  establish  such  trade  councils  in 
the  towns  and  villages  where  they  reside." 

The  convention  resumed  on  Friday- 
morning,  Mr.  King  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  rcporled 
iiaving  sanctioned  the  submission  to  the 
convention  of  resolutions  re  the  following 
subjects  :  A  uniform  rate  of  two  cent 
postage,  appointment  for  Northern  Eu- 
rope of  commercial  agents  who  would  as- 
sist immigration  ;  the  needs  of  manufac- 
tures ;  Crow's  Nest  Pass  railway  ;  hand- 
ling of  dairy  goods  ;  fire  insurance  rates  ; 
early  closing  of  stores  in  rural  districts  : 
the  credit  system  and  laws  relating  there- 
to ;   the    grain    standards,    and   who    shall 


make  them  ;  immigration  and  express  and 
local  freight  rates. 

The  first  resolution  taken  up  was  that 
in  regard  to  the  two  cent  letter  rate  for 
Canada.  The  resolution  submitted  was  in 
the  form  of  a  memorial,  and  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  His  Excellency,  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  etc.,  etc,  Gov- 
ernor-General of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  in  Council. 

The  petition  of  the  Business  Men's  Con- 
vention humbly  sheweth. 

That  this  convention  is  of  the  opinion 
that  a  revision  of  the  postal  rates  and 
classification  of  mail  matter  should  be 
made  that  would  provide  for  a  uniform 
rate  of  two  cents  per  ounce  on  letters  for 
carriage  with  in  Canada,  and  from  Canada 
to  Newfoundland  and  the  United  States. 

Wherefore,  your  petitioners  do  pray  that 
Your  Excellency-in-Council  will  sanction 
legislation  providing  for  a  uniform  rale  of 
two  cents  per  ounce  on  letters  posted  in 
Canada  for  delivery  in  Canada,  Newfound- 
land and  the  United  States. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duly  bound, 
will  ever  pray.  Signed  on  behalf  of  the 
Business  Men's  Convention. 

J.  E.  Steen  spoke  strongly  in  favor  of 
the  memorial,  and  gave  striking  instances 
of  the  injustice  to  Canadians  of  a  three- 
cent  letter  rate  in  Canada  and  a  two-cent 
letter  rate  on  the  other  side  of  the  line. 
He  moved  the  adoption  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Long,  of  Gretna,  a  boundary  town, 
was  able  to  give  more  instances  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature.     He  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  memorial  was  adopted  unanimously. 

The  next  resolution  taken  up  was  that 
ill  regard  to  the  appointment  of  consular 
agents  in  Northern  Europe.  It  was  moved 
Ijy  Mr.  Steen,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
F.  H.  Mathewson,  ex-president  of  the 
Winnipeg  Board  of  Trade.  The  resolu- 
tion was  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  Whereas,  the  most  suitable 
and  most  desirable  settlers  for  Canada.out- 
side  of  those  from  the  British  Isles,  are 
to  be  obtiancd  from  the  Continental  coun- 
tries of  Northern  Europe,  in  nearly  all  of 
which  countries  the  work  of  foreign  emi- 
gration is  forbidden  by  law  ; 

And  where,  the  United  States,  and  other 
nations  of  America,  have  in  all  such  coun- 
tries numerous  consuls  and  vice-consuls, 
many  of  whom  hold  office  without  emolu- 
ment, and  whose  duties  imply  the  furnish- 
ing of  information  regarding  their  coun- 
try and  its  resources  to  all  intending  cini- 
K'ranls  applying  to  them  for  such  informa* 
lion,  thus  doing  the  work  of  emigration 
agents  as  far  as  the  laws  of  the  countries 
in  which  they  reside  will  permit,  and  se- 
curing for  the  country  they  represent  the 
Inilk  of  the  overflow  of  population  from 
these  nations  of  Northern  Europe. 

.\nd  whereas,  Canada,  as  a  colony  of 
Great  Britain,  not  having  the  right  of  ap- 
pointing consular  or  other  agents  having 
direct    diplomatic    relations    with    foreign 


countries,  and  being  only  one  of  the  niatlj' 
colonies  of  the  empire  not  in  a  position 
to  expect  British  consuls  to  do  for  the 
Dominion  the  work  which  United  States 
consuls  and  vice-consuls  do  for  lor  their 
own  country  in  the  interests  of  immigra- 
tion; therefore  Canada  works  under  great 
disadvantages,  and  has  heretofore  been 
powerless  to  secure  anything  like  a  fair 
share  of  the  valuable  class  of  settlers,  who 
have  ilocked  from  the  countries  of  North- 
ern Europe  to  the  new  world. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  after  careful 
consideration  of  this  anomalous  and  dis- 
advantageous situation  in  which  Canada  is 
placed,  this  convention  would  strongly 
urge  the  appointing  by  the  Dominion 
Government  of  a  regular  staff  of  commer- 
cial agents-general,  one  to  each  of  the 
countries  referred  to,  who  could  each  have 
numerous  deputies  in  leading  points  of 
each  country,  and  that  one  leading  duty 
of  such  agents  and  their  deputies  should  be 
to  furnish  to  applicants  in  search  of  a 
home  in  the  new  world,  the  fullest  inform- 
ation regarding  the  resources  of  our  Do- 
minion and  its  advantages  as  a  new  land 
to  settle  in,  always,  it  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  say,  confining  their  efforts  in  this 
work  strictly  within  the  limits  of  the  laws 
of  the  country  in  which  they  may  reside. 

This  convention  sees  also,  in  this  ar- 
rangement, a  valuable  power  in  furthering 
the  trade  interests  of  both  inmpoters  and 
exporters  in  the  Dominion,  enabling  im- 
porters to  deal  direct  with  foreign  manu- 
facturers, instead  of  through  British  mid- 
dlemen, and  also  enabling  exporters  of 
grain  and  other  Canadian  products  to 
deal  direct  with  continental  European  pur- 
chasers, instead  of  through  the  commis- 
sion houses  of  London,Liverpool  and  New 
York,  as  has  been  the  general  rule  hereto- 
fore. 

Thmas  Gilroy.  who  was  one  of  the  franl- 
crs  of  the  resolution,  spoke  very  earnestly 
in  its  favor.  The  resolution  was  carried 
unanimously. 

At  this  stage  a  resolution  was  intro- 
duced to  curtail  the  discussions,  that  the 
mover  and  seconder  be  allowed  fifteen 
minutes  for  speeches  and  all  others  be 
limited  to  five  miutcs.  This  motion  was 
adopted. 

Next  was  taken  up  the  following  reso- 
lution in  regard  to  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass 
railway.  It  was  a  resolution  prepared  and 
submitted  by  the  Lcthbridge  Board  of 
Trade  : 

"Whereas,  the  projected  railway  through 
Crow's  Nest  Pass  will  be  a  most  import- 
er t  factor  in  developing  the  mineral  re- 
sources of  British  Columbia  on  one  side 
cf  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  agric.il- 
tural  rtud  ranihing  industries  of  the  North- 
'I'cft  Tcnitories  on' the  other- side' 

".^nd  that  this  Pass,  being  the  only  one 
south'  of  that  occupied  by  the  Canad'ai 
Pacific  Railway,  is  the  only  means  of  ob- 
tainr/g    access    to    the    immense   miifal 
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V  eaitb  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Int.=r- 
naiioiri!  bo'.indary  ; 

■■'!'li;'i  iJii  preliminary  construction  •v.-k 
ai'oa.iy  commenced  in  this  Pass,  .lai  tlit 
I'lethci'  i:i  which  gradi  i^  has  been  uoiie, 
ii-ad  very  strongly  to  the  conclusion  that 
through  certain  portions  of  it  the  con- 
struction of  more  than  one  line  of  rail- 
way is  impracticable  ; 

'"That  nowhere  on  this  continent  can  an 
instance  be  found  of  any  railway  com- 
pany controlling  more  than  one  pass 
through  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  al- 
ready controls  the  only  other  avenue 
through  them  lying  within  350  miles  of  the 
International  boundary,  and  if  this  railway 
is  ccnstructed  in  the  near  future  by  a  pri- 
vate corporation,  even  should  such  cor- 
pointior  not  be  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company,  there  is  0rave  reason  to  fear 
that  that  company  will  control  the  rail- 
way ; 

"That,  in  view  of  the  almost  fabulous 
resources  of  the  Kootenay  districts,  we 
feel  it  would  be  unwise  from  a  national 
standpoint,  for  the  Government  to  part 
with  the  control  of  the  only  natural  chan- 
nel of  transportation  to  these  regions,  by 
vesting  it  in  any  private  corporation,  or 
to  suffer  anything  to  be  done  that  may 
prevent  the  possibility  of  future  railway 
competition  ; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  it  would  be  for  the 
best  interests,  not  only  of  the  Territories 
and  British  Columbia,  but  the  Dominion 
at  large.that  the  projected  railway  through 
the  Cfow's  Nest  Pass  should  be  construct- 
ed and  operated  by  the  Government  of 
Canada,  or  in  the  alternative,  if  the  former 
course  should  be  deemd  impracticable  or 
impolitic,  and  the  construction  of  the  rail- 
way be  left  to  a  private  company,  that  the 
right  to  have  running  powers  over  that 
portion  of  the  railway  through  or  at  either 
outlet  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  shall  be 
preserved  for  any  railway  or  railways,  here- 
after desiring  it,  to  be  exercised  upon  such 
terms  as  the  Railway  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council  may  deem  proper." 

D.  S.  Johnson,  of  Winnipeg,  moved  the 
resolution,  and  it  was  seconded  by  J.  A. 
Merrrick,   of   Virden,    and   carried   unani- 
■  mously. 

The  next  resolution  related  to  the  im- 
portance of  manufactories  in  the  west.  It 
was  moved  by  J.  E.  Steen,  of  Winnipeg; 
and  seconded  by  D.  A.  McDonald,  of  Re- 
gina.  and  was  as  follows  : 

"Resolved,  that  while  there  are  great 
drawbacks  to  investing  in  manufaeturing 
undertakings  in  the  Canadian  Northwest, 
largely  due  to  the  cost  of  living,  and  ihe 
lack  of  a  large  and  ever  ready  market. 
there  are  nevertheless  numerous  fields  in 
which  successful  manufacturing  projects 
could  be  launched.  These  are  to  be  found 
most  easily  in  connection  -with  products, 
the  raw  material  which  is  produced  here 
and  shipped  at  heavy  cost  in  a  raw  state. 


to  be  manufactured  in  the  east,  and  re- 
turned to  our  markets  ready  for  the  con- 
sumer, and  in  not  a  few  instances  where 
raw  material  is  allowed  to  go  to  waste  or 
destroyed  instead  of  being  utilized  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  That  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  drawback  of 
lack  of  population  for  a  liberal  market  is 
yearly  growing  less  formidable,  as  is  evid- 
ent by  the  number  of  industries  which 
have  sprung  up  within  the  past  few  years, 
and  are  now  flourishing.  The  wonderful 
increase  within  a  dozen  years  in  flour 
milling,  by  which  at  least  one-fifth  of  our 
wheat  crop  is  annually  ground  into  flour, 
is  one  very  strong  proof  of  the  field  for 
manufactures  from  raw  material  produced 
here.  Taking  these  circumstances"  into 
consideration  ; 

"Be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  de- 
sires to  impress  upon  all  good  citizens  of 
this  country,  that  every  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  the  establishment  in 
our  midst  of  manufacturing  industries,  to 
supply  local  demands,  where  that  only  is 
possible,  and  to  export  where  that  is  pos- 
sible ;  and  especially  should  attention  be 
given  to  building  up  industries  which 
would  utilize  the  immense  amount  of  raw 
material  now  allowed  to  go  to  waste  in 
this  country." 

D.  J.  Dyson  (Winnipeg),  spoke  vigor- 
ously in  favor  of  the  motion,  and  Chair- 
man King  endorsed  it.  The  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Secretary  Bell  then  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution:  "That  the  present  rates 
of  fire  insurance  on  town  and  village  pro- 
perty, where  there  is  no  fire  protection,  are 
unfairly  apportioned,  and  that  the  Mani- 
toba Board  of  Underwriters  should  be 
petitioned  to  appoint  an  inspector  who 
will  rate  every  risk  according  to  its  con- 
struction, occupation  and  exposure." 

This  resolution  was  moved  by  C.  Shil- 
son  (Snowflake)  and  seconded  by  M.Long 
(Gretna).  R.  T.  Riley,  Winnipeg:  R.  S. 
Thompson,  Glenboro;  Wm.  Dickson, Alex- 
ander: Mr.lMurray.  Brandon:  J.  H.  Brock. 
Winnipeg:  T.  B.  Mickle.  Carberry:  J.  A. 
Merrick,  Virden;  J.  A.  Teissman,  Winni- 
peg; T.  Gilroy,  Winnipeg,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen discussed  the  resolution.  Mr. 
Brock,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Under- 
writers, assured  the  convention  that  their 
resolution  would  receive  the  greatest  re- 
spect and  most  careful  consideration.  The 
resolution  was  adopted. 

The  convention  adjourned  until  the  af- 
ternoon. 

Tht  chairman  called  the  meeting  to  -)f- 
I'ei  St  2:30  o'clock. 

A  resciution  on  deep  waterways,ind  rne 
on  the  construction  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
raihv:y  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  resolutions. 

The  chairman  nominated  as  a  commit- 
tee to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws  !■  r 
boards  of  trade  or  trades  committees  for 
smaller  towns  in  different  portions  of  the 


province,  D.  W.  Bole,  F.  H.  Matliewsoii, 
and  C.  N.  Bell,  of  Winnipeg. 

The  following  motion  re  early  closing  oi 
stores  in  rural  districts  was  moved  by  A. 
Strank,  seconded  by  Mr.  Williams  : 

"Whereas,  it  is  the  custom  of  the  busi- 
ness people  of  many  towns  and  villages 
to  continue  their  establishments  open  to  a 
very  late  hour  of  the  night  ;  and  whereas, 
such  does  not  in  any  manner  increase  th« 
amount  of  business  to  be  done,  does  not 
give  time  for  reasonable  recreation,  and  is 
detrimental  to  health  and  spirits  alike  of 
proprietors  and  employees  ;  therefore  be 
it  resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  con- 
vention it  is  desirable  th.it  merchants  in 
every  business  community  should  have  an 
understanding  to  close  their  places  of 
business  at  a  reasonable  hour  in  the  even- 
ing,say  6  o'clock,and  that  an  understanding 
having  been  come  to  among  the  mer- 
chants of  any  given  community  that  they 
should  then  communicate  with  neighbor- 
ing towns  and  villages  to  endeavor  to  have 
a  similiar  arrangement  made,  with  a  view 
of  its  universal  adoption." 

J:  W.  Whitman,  Emerson  ;  Mr.  Graham, 
Melita  ;  G.  H.  Healey,  Virden,  and  others 
stated  the  experience  in  their  several 
towns,  and  favored  the  hour  of  6  o'clock, 
instead  of  7,  in  summer  and  8  in  winter, 
as  suggested  in  the  resolution,  in  the  form 
in  which  it  was  moved.  The  change  was 
made,  and  the  resolution  passed  unani- 
mously. 

R.  M.  Graham,  of  Melita,  moved,  sec- 
onded by  J.  J.  Storey,  of  Wawanesa,  a 
resolution  in  reference  to  the  making  and 
handlin.g  of  butter. 

Mr.  Whitman  pointed  out  the  difficul- 
ties of  merchants  in  the  butter  trade. 
There  was  no  market  for  the  old  fashioned 
roll  butter  ;  and  it  was  not  found  profit- 
able to  buy  at  15  cents  and  sell  at  13  down 
to  four  cents.  He  suggested  that  it 
would  be  well  to  have  an  understanding 
that  the  roll  butter  would  not  be  taken, 
but  that  it  must  be  worked  up  into  one  or 
two  pound  prints. 

J.  J.  Storey  stated  that  many  of  the 
farmers  have  not  a  fit  place  to  make  but- 
ter in.  He  suggested  that  it  woold  be  well 
for  the  governtnent  to  give  something  to 
people  to  build  milk-houses. 

J.  A.  Merrick,  of  Virden,  spoke  in  favor 
of  using  fibre  butter  tubs.  At  Virden  an 
inspector  had  been  appointed  and  paid  so 
much  a  pound  for  inspecting.  Grades  1. 
2,  3  and  rejected  had  been  fixed,  with  a 
difference  of  two  cents  a  pound.  The 
first  year  a  great  deal  had  been  rejected  ; 
but  the  second  year  the  quality  was  im- 
proved. . 

D.  W.  Buchanan,  of  Winnipeg,  spoke 
in  favor  of  establishing  creameries  where- 
evcr  possible,  and  encouraging  the  farmers 
to  support  them  where  established.  Good 
progress  had  been  made  in  establishing 
creameries,  but  owing  to  our  sparse  popu- 
lation.there  were  districts  where  creameries 
cannot  be  carried  on  successfully,  and  con- 
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iequently  dairy  butter  will  be  made  to  a 
considerable  extent  for  some  time. 
Therefore,  v.e  should  endeavor  to  encour- 
age the  farmers  to  make  good  dairy  butter. 
He  pointed  out  the  revolution  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  butter  trade  since  the 
introduction  of  the  creamery  system.  Peo- 
ple had  been  educated  to  using  a  fine  qu.il- 
ity  of  butter,  and  now  it  was  almosi  im- 
possible to  dispose  of  dairy  butter  in  com- 
petition with  creamery.  It  was  therefore 
absolutely  necessary  that  dairy  butter 
sliould  be  marketed  while  it  is  fresh  and 
sweet,  if  it  is  to  have  any  sale  at  all  in 
competition   with   creamery. 

T.  B.  Baker  found  that  the  use  of  sep- 
arators would  do  much  to  overcome  the 
difficulty.  lie  approved  of  the  recommen- 
dations that  butter  never  be  re-packed  in 
the-  same  tubs,  and  that  care,  should  be 
taken  in  making.  In  answer  to  Chairman 
King  as  to  the  superior  quality  of  im- 
ported Liverpool  dairy  salt,  he  said  that 
Canadian  salt  was  quite  capable  of  filling 
the.  bill. 

A.  Whitelaw,  Brandon,  regarded  the 
creamery  system  as  the  only  perfect 
system.  Mis      experience      was      that 

farmers  would  not  bring  in  butter  until 
three  or  four  months  after  it  was  made. 
He  had  been  in  the  butter  business  four- 
teen years  in  this  country,  and  two  or 
three  years  in  the  east.  Me  held  tliat 
spruce  packages  w:ere  as  good  as  fibre 
packages.  Efforts  should  be  made  to  keep 
the  creamery  business,  in  operation  the 
year  round.  A  difficulty  now  was  that  ai 
soon  as  the  retail  price  of  butter  goes  up 
a  little  they  cease  to  supply  milk. 

S.  Barre  emphasized  the  importance  of 
discouraging  the  manufacture  of  dairy  but- 
ter, and  encouraging  its  manufacture  in 
creameries.  ^ 

E.  O.  Denison,  of  Minnedosa,  suggested 
that  merchants  agree  to  stop  buying  dairy 
butter  where  creameries  exist. 

The  motion  was  then  carried  in  the  fol- 
lowing form,  the  mover  and  seconder  ac- 
cepting some  amendments  proposed  by 
Mr.  Whitelaw,  of  Brandon. 

"Resolved,  That  owing  to  the  changed 
condition  in  the  dairy  trade,  owing  to  the 
introduction  of  the  factory  system,  and  to 
other  cau.scs,  it  is  more  necessary  than 
ever  that  dary  grades  of  butter  should  be 
marketed  promptly,  while  it  is  irc.>;h  and 
sweet,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  compete  at 
all  with  the  factory  butter.  Where  butter 
factories  have  been  established  it  is  urged 
that  the  merchants  and  farmers  should 
encourage  the  support  in  every  way  pos- 
sible of  factories  in  their  respective  districts 
in  preference  to  home-made  dairy  butter, 
as  the  demand  for  dairy  grades  of  butter 
is  limited,  and  in  many  cases  cannot  be  ex- 
ported to  advantage  in  competition  with 
factory-made  goods.  Merchants  who 
handle  butter  are  further  advised  to  urge 
their  patrons  to  use  a  good  quality  g(  dairy 
salt  in  making  butter,  and  to  use  unifori5 
packages  of  desirable  size  and  style." 


James  E.  Steen  moved,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Barre,  the  following  resolution  in  refer- 
ence to  cold  storage  : 

"Whereas,  th  matter  of  providing  cold 
storage  and  refrigerator  transportation  to 
cover  the  wants  of  the  trade  in  perishable 
goods,  not  only  of  Western  Canada,  but 
of  the  Dominion  at  large,  has  now  ad- 
vanced to  huge  proportions  ;  and  where- 
as, private  efforts  to  supply  the  cold  stor- 
age wants  of  different  localities  utterly  fails 
to  grasp  the  difficulty  as  a  whole,  and 
tends  to  build  up  rivalry,  and  cannot  with 
economy  be  made,  to  act  in  cohesion  for 
the  benefit  of  business  generally.  There- 
fore, this  convention  recognizes  the  fact 
that  an  economical  system  of  public  cold 
storage,  linked  with  an  efficient  refriger- 
ator system  'of  transportation,  is  necessary 
for  Canada  as  a  whole,  and  any  delay  in 
providing  such  tends  to  hamper  the  growth 
of  the  production  of  perishable  products 
of  the  Dominion.  Furthermore,  the  con- 
vention recognizes  the  fact  that  such  a 
system  can  be  best  provided  by  the  great 
trunk  lines  of  railway,which  should  handle 
the  receipt  and  delivery  of  perishable  goods 
from  cold  storage  as  they  handle  the  re- 
ceipt and  delivery  of  other  goods  carried 
by  them,  and  that  these  railway  companies 
should  provide  such  cold  storage  ware- 
houses at  central  points,  and  control  their 
management,  and  an  efficient  refrigerator 
systeni  of  transportation  in  connection 
therewith  ;  also,  that  this  project  of  a  sys- 
tem of  public  cold  storage  for  the  whole 
Dominion,  extending  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  is  one  which  should  receive 
liberal  encouragement  and  aid  from  the 
Dominion  government,  and  that  said  gov- 
ernment should  also  take  steps  to  have  a 
thorough  systeni  of  refrigerator  storage  in 
connection  w^ith  any  new  fast  line  of  trans- 
atlantic packets  in  receipts  of  government 
aid." 

The  mover  argued  in  favor  of  a  system 
of  cold  storage  at  different  points  extend- 
ing from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  along 
the  lines  of  railway;  one  at  Vancouver, 
one  at  Calgary,  for  dressed  meats,  etc,  ; 
others  at  Winnipeg,  Toronto,  Montreal 
and  St.  John's,  or  whatever  is  the  winter 
port.  The  system  would  be  operated 
much  the  same  as  a  cartage  company,  a 
small  charge  being  made  for  receipt  and 
delivery.  A  cent  a  pound  would  cover  the 
price  for  the  whole  season.  The  system 
could  be  extended,  as  required,  to  other 
points.  The  railway  companies  should  be 
made  responsible.  A  five  times  better  re- 
frigerator car  service  would  result.  The 
Dominion  Government  should  give  aid, 
as  the  project  would  benefit  all  Canada, 
lie  esllnited  that  the  s.aving  in  one  year 
wiiuUl  be  more  than  the  whole  cost  of  the 
system  ;  that  $5,000,000  would  be  added 
every  year  to  the  value  of  the  perishable 
produci.'i  of  the  country.-  A  fast  freight 
service  across  the  .\tlantic  was  required 
along  with  the  la^t  mail  service. 

Mr.  Barre  had  much  pleasure  in  second- 
ing the  motion.       He  spoke  emphasizing 


the  importance  of  the  points  advanced  by 
the  mover,  and  urging  that  the  govern- 
ment should  take  the  inalter  in  hand. 

K.  M.  Graham  agreed  that  such  a  rys- 
tem  would  effect  a  great  saving.  He  un- 
derstood that  it  was  tlie  policy  of  the  pres- 
ent government  to  establish  such  a  system. 

Mr.  Whitelaw  favored  taking  hold  of  the 
matter  as  a  matter  of  private  enterprise  ; 
he  did  not  think  that  the  cost  would  be 
very  great. 

Mr.  Whitman  supported  the  motion  as 
a  grand  one  and  on  the  right  lines. 

R.  L.  Richardson,  M.  P.,  said  the  reso» 
lution  was  very  opportune,  because  it  wa^ 
the  intention  of  the  government  to  estab- 
lish a  systeni  of  cold  storage  in  oi;der  to 
assist  the  farmers. 

Stephen  Nairn,  Winnipeg,  agreed  that  9 
fast  freight  service  for  dairy  products 
should  be  coupled  with  the  establishment 
of  a  fast  mail  ser\^e. 

The  motion  was  then  carried  unani- 
mously. 

The  following  motion  was  then  moved 
by  E.  Shilson,  of  Snowfiake,  seconded  by 
Wm.  Cousers,  of  Medicine  Hat,  supported 
by  Messrs.  R.  Rolston,  of  Killarney  ;  Wm. 
Trant,  of  Regina,  and  R.  L.  Richardson, 
M.  P.,  and  unanimously  passed  : 

"Resolved,  that  any  legislation,  whether 
in  the  form  of  exemption  laws  or  other- 
wise, which  places  the  debtor  possessed  of 
means  beyond  the  power  of  the  creditor  to 
collect  just  debts  from  him,  is  a  deliberate 
abuse  of  the  powers  placed  in  the  liands 
of  legislators,  and  places  a  premium  upon 
dishonesty  ;  and  furthermore,  even  the 
economic  advantages  alleged  to  be  gained 
by  exemption  legislation  cannot  poSsibly- 
be  attained  by  any  law  or  laws  which  tn- 
able  a  man  to  evade  payment  for  the  food, 
clothing  and  other  necessary  household 
supplies  of  his  home.  Therefore,  this 
convention  appeals  to  the  legislature  of 
Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  Assembly 
to  amend  the  exemption  provisions  of  such 
laws  so  as  to  give  powers  of  seizure  with- 
in the  limits  now  exempt  to  creditors  who 
have  supplied  such  household  goods. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved 
by  E.  O.  Denison,  of  Minnedosa,  second- 
ed by  R.  J.  Noble,  of  Oxbow,  and  passed 
without  discussion. 

"That  whereas,  the  manner  of  auditing 
municipality  and  district  account  'jooks, 
I)revalcnt  throughout  Manitoba,  is  general- 
ly unreliable,  incomplete  and  imperfect, 
failing  to  furnish  the  public  or  the  busi- 
ness and  banking  concerns  with  that  guar- 
antee as  to  the  corrcst  stale  of  such  ac- 
counts, or  the  true  financial  stauiling  of 
such  municipalities  and  school  districts, 
which  is  so  desirable  and  useful  in  the 
premises  ;  be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  a 
recommendation  be  made  to  the  provincial 
government  and  Northwest  assembly  that 
legislation  be  enacted  providing  for  the 
granting  of  certificates  of  proficiency  to 
properly  qualified  and  skilled  accountants, 
in  the  various  parts  of  the  province,  either 
through  the  Chartered  Accountants'  Asso- 
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ciation  or  otherwise,  and  making  it  com- 
pulsory upon  municipal  councils,  reeves 
and  school  boards  to  employ  only  such  ac- 
countants or"  auditors  for  the  purpose  ot 
making  the  prescribed  yearly  audits  of 
their  various  books,  vouchers  and  state- 
ments, with  all  such  other  provisions  as 
mny  be  found  necessary  to  the  end  that  a 
thorough,  complete  and  reliable  audit  may 
bt  made,  and  published  once  a  year,  re- 
garding the  transactions  and  financial 
standing  of  all  our  municipalities  and 
school   districts. 

On  motion  of  S.  Nairn.  Winnipeg,  sec- 
onded by  R.  McGurl,  of  Moosomin,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  : 

"That,  in  view  of  the  complications  and 
diflciences  of  opinon  prevailing  in  -ega-d 
to  'he  mcking  of  grain  standards,  some 
more  simple  and  stable  method  should  be 
adopted  :  that  grain  standards  shouH,  as 
nv7irly  rs  possible,  be  made  similar  in 
quality  to  those  with  which  our  Manitoba 
and  Northwest  wheat  comes  in  competi- 
tion ;  that,  owing  to  the  continual  chang- 
ing of  standard  samples  under  the  present 
method,  and  the  impossibility  of  European 
importers  having  any  knowledge  ot  what 
they  are  to  expect  from  this  country  until 
a  large  portion  of  our  crop  has  been  mar- 
keted, legislation  should  be  asked  of  the 
Dominion  government  looking  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  permanent  standard,  un- 
der the  act,  which  alone  should  govern 
inspectors  in  their  work,  thus  doing  away 
with  the  present  cumbersome  and  unsat- 
isfactory method  of  making  yearly  stand- 
ards by  a  standards  board." 

An  interesting  discussion  of  this  5'ibiect 
preceded  the  vote,  Messrs.  Nairn.  John- 
ston, Richardson,  Steen.  G.  H.  Hcalcy, 
Chairman  King,  R.  Rolston,  B.  McGurl, 
R.  M.  Graham,  and  T.  B.  Baker  taking 
part. 

It  was  moved  by  A.  Strang,  and  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Steen,  that  this  convention, com- 
posed of  bri=ir.j?=  men  of  Manitoba  and 
the  Territories,  learn  with  satisl.iction  that 
the  Dominion  government  is  now  taking 
Steps  toward  the  construction  of  a  c.inal 
at  the  St.  Andrew's  rapids,  recognising  as 
thc\  do  that  the  construction  of  rhis  work 
would  form  one  of  the  most  important 
links  in  the  development  of  our  great 
western  waterways.  This  convention 
would  urge  the  early  completion  of  this 
important  work,  and  would  further  urge 
upon  the  Dominion  government  that  dur- 
ing the  coming  summer  survey  work,  of  a 
preliminary  nature  be  done,  to  determine 
the  following  :  First,  the  feasibility  and 
approximate  cost  of  securing  an  unbroken 
water  route  from  upper  North  Saskatche- 
wan river  points  to  Winnipeg  and  other 
Manitoba  points.via  Lake  Winnipeg  route: 
and  also  by  the  alternate  route  via  Lakes 
Manitoba  and  Winnipegoosis  and  the 
connecting  rivers.  Secondly,  the  feasibil- 
ity of  securing  a  water  route  from  the 
Red  River  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and 
thence  easterly  to  Lake  Superior.  Thirdly, 
th?  feasibility   of  opening  a  water   rout^ 


from  Lake  Winnipeg  to  Hudson's  Bay. 
This  convention  would  further  urge  upon 
the  Dominion  government  the  advisabil'ty 
of  considering  the  usefulness  of  the  nav- 
igable waterways  of  the  Peace-Mackenzie 
River  basin,  in  improving  communication 
in  that  great  region.  The  business  men  of 
Jilanitoba  and  the  Territories  assembled  at 
this  convention  would  further  desi'-e  to 
place  themselves  on  record  as  opposed  to 
the  granting  of  control  over  any  of  our 
waterways  to  private  individuals  or  i  or- 
porations. 

It  was  moved  by  A.  Strang,  seojnlea 
by  R.  Rolston,  Killarney,  and  resolved, 
Th.it  tliis  convention  desires  to  impress 
upon  the  Dominion  government  the  ex- 
treme desirabiltly  of  having  a  railroad 
built  to  connect  the  province  of  Manitoba 
vnd  the  Northwest  Territories  with  the 
11  idson's  Bay,  end  that  substantial  aid 
should  be  given  to  any  bona  fide  company 
undertaking  the  construction  of  such  a 
railroad. 

The  convention  then  adjourned,  and  met 
again  in  the  evening. 

The  first  resolution  of  the  evening  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Trant.  of  Regina,  seconded 
by  Capt.  D.  Mcintosh.     It  was  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  a  large  volume  of  business  is 
done  under  the  credit  system,  and  it  is  de- 
sirable that  the  seller  should  be  protected 
against  the  dishonest  purchaser  ; 

Resolved,  First.  That  the  existing  law- 
should  be  modified,  so  that  the  cost  of  col- 
lecting small  debts  be  reduced. 

Second.  That  the  amount  exempt  from 
garnishee" order  should  be  reduced  to  $10, 
and  that  the  assignment  of  unearneJ  sal- 
aries he  made  illegal. 

Third.  That  so  far  as  the  collec^io  i  '<i 
debts  is  conserned,  government  emplo.-e;3 
should  be  placed  on  the  same  iootii:,;  as 
other  citizens. 

J.Ir.  T  ant  complained  that  the  colle  uon 
of  small  debts  is  expensive,  dilato '/  and 
uncertain,  whereas  the  action  of  the  aw 
should  be  cheap,  rapid  and  certain.  H-' 
proposed,  as  a  remedy  for  existing  ev'ls, 
that  a  debtor  having  against  him  a  j-idg- 
ment  and  costs  of  less  than  $100,  and  not 
having  the  means  to  pay,  be  permitted  to 
pay  in  instalments  of  $10  a  month.  He 
explained  the  working  of  the  plan  in  the 
old  country.  He  suggested  the  establish- 
ment of  a  small  costs  court  for  the  cheap 
disposal  of  small  debts. 

The  president  gave  some  of  his  experi- 
ence, as  an  employer  of  labor,  of  the 
hardships  resulting  from  the  garnishee  law. 
He  found  that  credit  was  granted  too  free- 
ly by  merchants  to  extravagant  famili;s  of 
men,  known  to  be  getting  good  sala-ies. 

Mr.  Steen  proposed  that  only  a  certain 
portion  of  a  man's  salary  be  luade  sabject 
to  garnishee,  leaving  a  married  mm  i  cir- 
tain  amount  for  the  support  of  his  family, 
and  a  single  man  a  certain  proportion  for 
board. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  passed. 

The  following  was  passed  without  dis- 
cussion, on  njotion  of  Mr.  St?9n,  second- 


ed by  Mr.  Strang  :  That  in  the  interest  of 
the  extension  of  trade  between  Manitoba 
and  the  Territories  on  the  one  hand,  ana 
British  Columbia  on  the  other,  this  con- 
vention would  view  with  favor  any  efforts 
in  the  direction  of  reducing  freight  rates 
and  improving  communication  betweeen 
the  prairie  districts  and  British  Colmnbia. 

T.  J.  Agnew,  of  Prince  Albert,  moved, 
seconded  by  J.  R.  McPhail  :  That  in  the 
opinion  of  this  convention  substantial  aid 
should  be  given  by  the  Dominion  gov- 
ernment to  the  Mantoba  &  Northwestern 
railway  to  enable  the  company  to  extend 
its  line  fo  the  town  of  Prince  Albert,  as 
the  charter  requires,  and  that  on  condition 
of  giving  such  aid,  the  company  should  be 
compelled  to  prosecute  the  work  and  carry 
it  to  completion  within  eighteen  months, 
and  give  guarantees  to  the  government 
of  fair  freight  and  passenger  rates,  And 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  convention  that 
the  road  would  open  up  -  a  most  fertile 
district,  and  would  prove,  as  soon  as  open- 
ed for  trafiilc,  a  mOst  profitable  route,  as 
nearly  one-half  of  the  route  to  be  travel- 
led, from  Yorkton  to  Prince  Albert,  is  al- 
ready thickly  settled  ;  and  also  that  it 
should  be  maintained,  as  now.  an  inde- 
pendent road. 

The  mover  and  seconder  and  H.  'S. 
Patcrson,  of  Portage  la  Prairie,  and  R.  3. 
McPhail,  of  Prince  Albert,  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  this- motion, and  it  was  passedvvith- 
oi!t  opposition. 

R.  J.  Noble  moved,  that  this  convention 
des've.'^  to  impress  upon  the  Canadian  Pa- 
cific Railway  managers  the  necessity  for 
the  extension  of  the  Pipestone  branch  of 
th''',y  T<  td  into  the  Moose  Mountain  dis- 
trict, seeing  there  is  a  well  settled  country 
tli«re,  containing  hundreds  of  settlers,  who 
have  been  located  there  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  years,  who  have  still  to  haul  their 
mailrtablc  products  from  twenty  to  sev- 
en ly  miles  to  the  nearest  railway  point. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  John  M.v 
Gurl.  of  Moosomin,  spoken  to  by  the 
move",  and  passed  without  further  dis'iis- 
S'l"  :i. 

J  il  Ashdowti  moved  that.  Whereas 
the  express  charges  on  goods  ffom  poinc 
to  point  over  the  western  division  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  railway  are  based  upon 
an  advance  over  rates  charged  by  the 
sanie  company  in  the  eastern  provinces  of 
from  33  1-3  to  12-5  per  cent,  and  over;  and 
whereas,  such  excessive  rates  are  very  de- 
trimental to  the  interests  of  the  business 
community  of  this  country,  and  whereas, 
the  reducing  of  the  express  charges  on 
the  western  division  would  result  in  a 
very  material  increase  of  business  done. 
Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Do- 
minion Express  company  be  memorialized 
and  requested  to  reduce  the  rates  on  the 
western  division  to  a  point  a  little,  if  any, 
in  excess  of  those  charged  in  the  eactern 
provinces. 

In  speaking  to  the  motion,  Mr,  Ash- 
down  made  a  comparison  of  eastern  with 
western  express  charges,  showing  tlwt  tbS 
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latter  are  greater  for  smaller  distances  by 
33  1-3,  50,  66  2-3,  and  even  100  per  cent. 
The  rates,  he  said,  were  such  that  com- 
paratively little  stuff  was  carried  by  ex- 
press. A  reduction,  he  held,  would  in- 
crease the  traflic. 

J.   Agnew   seconded  the   motion.       Mr. 
Thorburn,  of  Broadview,  supported  it.  and 
it  was  adopted  without  further  discussion. 
A  motion  was  introduced  by  J.  H.  Ash- 
down,  and  after  discussion   was  amended 
and     adopted     in     the     following     form  : 
Whereas,  it  is  advisable  that  trade  between 
the   different   points   within   the    province 
of    Manitoba    and   the   Territories    to   the 
west  of  us  should  increase  to  the  greatest 
possible    degree,    and    whereas,    the    rates 
charged  on  the  various  lines  of  communi- 
cation have  much  to  do  with  the  increase 
or  otherwise  of  the  said  traffic,  and  where- 
as,   the   rates    of   freight   charged    on    the 
Canadian    Pacific    railway    from    point   to 
point  within  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest 
Territories  are  very   greatly  in   excess  of 
the    rates   charged   for   similar   service   in 
the  eastern  province  on  that  road.  There- 
fore   be    it    resolved,    that   the    Dominion 
government    be    memorialized    and    asked 
that  in  any  arrangement  with  the  Canadian 
Pacific   Railway   company   looking  to   the 
construction  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  rail- 
way, the  purchasing  of  lands  or  other  deal- 
ings  that   the   matters   of   rates   of  freight 
on  the  western  division  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  such  arrangement  made  as 
will  bring  them  down  to  but  little,  if  any, 
over   the   rates   prevailing   in    the   eastern 
provinces. 

Mr.  Ashdown  claimed  that  the  progress 
of  the  country  had  been  retarded  by  the 
railroad  freight  rates.  The  C.  P.  R.  was 
built  for  the  country  ;  a  large  amount  ot 
land  was  given  to  the  company,  and  hela 
for  an  increase  in  value.  There  was  flo 
reason  why  the  rates  through  the  wheat 
lands  should  be  so  much  in  excess  of  those 
in  the  cast.  The  traffic,  he  held,  would 
have  been  double  what  it  is  if  there  had 
been  a  more  liberal  policy  in  regard  to 
land  and  freight  rates.  There  should  be 
lower  rates  of  freight  on  produce  going 
out.  If  the  policy  outlined  by  Mr.  Van 
Home  had  been  carried  out,  and  grain  had 
been  carried  at  a  little  over  cost,  fuel  at 
cost,  and  building  material  at  a  little  over 
cost,  instead  of  the  adoption  of  a  policy 
of  taking  as  much  as  the  tralTic  woula 
bear,  great  advantage  would  have  resulted 
to  the  country. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  those 
taking  part  were  :  Messrs.  Geo.  Pocock, 
Emerson;  McPhail,  Johnston,  H.  S.  Pat- 
terson, J.  H.  Brock,  A.  Macdonald,  Wm. 
Trant,  Mr.  King,  R.  A.  Williams,  and  G. 
F.  Carruthers,  after  which  the  motion  was 
carried. 

R.  T.  Riley  moved.  That  the  assessment 
of  stocks  of  merchandise  for  municipal 
taxation,  as  at  present,  should  be  abolished 
—a  system  of  taxation  based  on  rental 
value  or  income  being  considered  fairer. 


The  mover  pronounced  the  present  sys- 
tem of  assessment  of  stocks  a  farce  as 
now  carried  out  ;  and  he  said  that  if  car- 
ried out  it  would  be  found  so  unjust  that 
there  would  be  a  general  outcry  against 
it.  He  gave  examples  of  inequalities:  In 
one  case  stock  and  fixtures,  worth  $11,- 
mOO,  had  been  assessed  at  $3,600  ;  three 
stocks,  worth  respectively  $30,000,  $120,- 
000  and  $66,000,  had  been  assessed  in  one 
year  at  $20,000  each.  A  stock  of  $8,000  t? 
$12,000  had  been  assessed  at  $2,000  only. 
This  system  of  taxation  was  wrong.  The 
merchandise  in  one's  possession  does  not 
represent  his  abiUty  to  pay  taxes.  He 
favored  a  system  of  rental,  or  income  tax. 
G.  F.  Carruthers  seconded  the  motion, 
and  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  it,  and  ex- 
plained the  system  of  business  tax  that 
had  been  introduced  in  Winnipeg. 
The  resolution  was  unanimously  passed. 
Thos.  Gilroy  moved  the  following, 
speaking  to  it  at  some  length  ;  A.  Strang 
seconded  it.  Wm.  Trant,  G.  Pocock, 
Chairman  King,  J.  H.  Ashdown,  and  oth- 
ers, speaking  to  the  motion.  It  was  unan- 
imously adopted. 

Whereas,  it  is  now  universally  admitted 
that  the  hope  and  future  welfare  of  the 
Dotninion  very  largely  depend  upon  the 
development  of  Western  Canada  ;  and 
whereas,  in  that  portion  of  the  country 
especially  lying  to  the  west  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, there  are  intmense  areas  of  undoubt- 
edly rich  and  productive  lands  ;  and  great 
resources  in  mineral,  timber,  fishing,  and 
other  interests,  sufficient  to  furnish  em- 
ployment and  comfortable  homes  for  many 
millions  more  of  industrious  people,  the 
successful  and  rapid  settlement  of  whom 
would  add  greatly  to  the  material  inter- 
ests of  all  classes  and  everj-  section  of  our 
Dominion  ;  and  whereas  ;  the  duty  of 
promoting  such  settlements  rests  mainly 
in  the  first  instance  on  our  various  gov- 
ernments, acting  as  trustees  of  the  people, 
and  using  their  money  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  :  therefore,  be  it  hereby  resolved 
that  this  convention  desires  unanimously 
to  urge  most  strongly  on  the  immediate 
attention  to  the  federal  and  provincial,  as 
well  as  the  various  municipal,  authorities, 
the  need  of  increased  suitable  immigration 
as  one  of  vital  and  far-reaching  import- 
ance ;  and,  as  a  means  to  further  the  re- 
quirements of  the  country  in  this  behalf, 
would  beg  leave  respectfully  to  make  the 
following  recommendations,  namely  :  1. 
That  far  more  effort  be  used  than  has  yet 
been  made.  2.  That  much  larger  appro 
priations  be  set  aside  for  immigration  in 
accordance  with  its  importance  as  neces- 
s.iry  and  profitable  public  expenditure.  3. 
That  united  effort  be  used,  and  strictly 
business-like  methods,  free  from  party  in- 
fluence. 4.  That  wise  selection  be  exer- 
cised, and  thoughtful  attention  be  given 
to  the  needs  and  facilities  jf  in-oming 
homc-seokcr?  in  order  as  far  as  possible 
to  encourage  and  help  them  to  attain  the 
comfort  and  ultimate   success  so   readily 


within  the  reach  of  men  of  the  right  kind. 
This  convention  is  also  deeply  impressed 
with  the  great  value  and  need  of  individ- 
ual exertion,  and  would  pledge  the  mem- 
bers thereof,  and  urge  on  each  and  every 
one  of  the  community  to  try  and  do  some- 
thing to  help  along  the  common  good,  and 
secure  rapid  and  substantial  progress 
which  the  advantages  and  attractions  of 
Canada  should  unquestionably  command. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Paterson,  secondcQ 
by  Mr.  Denison,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Winnipeg  Board  of  Trade  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  carry  into  effect  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  convention  and  forward 
them  to  their  proper  destinations. 

Mr.  Ashdown  said  that  he^had  fallen  in 
heartily  with  the  idea  of  a  convention,  and 
he  hoped  that  it  would  be  only  the  beg^in- 
ning  of  the  meeting  of  this  sort  If  other 
questions  of  importance  to  the  country 
were  considered  they  would  perhaps  be 
able  to  accomplish  twelve  months  hence 
more  than  they  had  now  done.  He  was 
glad  to  see  so  many  of  the  friends  from 
the  country  present,  and  hoped  they  had 
had  a  pleasant  time. 

On  motion  of  Thos.  Gilroy,  seconded 
by  D.  W.  Bole,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  ten- 
dered to  Mr.  King,  president,  and  Messrs. 
Paterson  and  Denison,  vice-presidents.  C. 
N.  Bell,  secretary,  was  also  thanked  for  his 
services. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  Bole  and  Pater- 
son, thanks  were  voted  to  the  mayor  and 
city  council  of  Winnipeg  for  their  kind- 
ness ;  on  motion. of  Messrs.  McGurl  and 
Noble,  to  the  Winnipeg  board  of  trade  ; 
and  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Ashdown  and 
Gilroy,  to  the  railroad  companies  f^r  re- 
duced rates. 

The  convention  was  closed  shortly  with 
three  hearty  cheers  for  the  Queen. 

The  following  delegates  were  in  attend- 
ance at  the  convention,  and  registered 
their  names  : 

T.  J.  .\gnew,  Prince  Albert;  O.  J.  Abra- 
ham, Delcau;  W.  W.  Bole,  Moose  Jaw; 
Wm.  Dickson,  Alexander;  John  S.  Daw- 
son, Regina  ;  Jas.  Dowswell,  Emerson  ; 
Chas.  A.  Flower,  Birtle  ;  Octavius  Field, 
Hugh  Ferguson,  A.  Hitchcock,  J.  A. 
Healey,  Moose  Jaw  ;  J.  A.  Johnston,  John 
Law,  Thos.  Lecse,  Birtle;  Jas.  A.  Merrick, 
Nirden  ;  G.  Michaelis,  Regina  ;  G.  W. 
Mahon,  Douglas  ;  M.  J.  McLeod,  Moose 
Jaw  ;  J.  R.  -McPhail,  Prince  .A.lbcrt  ;  E.  A. 
Ramsay,  Virdcn  ;  R.  Rolston,  Killarney  ; 
J.  M.  Stewart,  Birtle  ;  W.  J.  Stinson, 
.\ustin  ;  J.  J.  Story,  Wawanesa  ;  W.  C. 
Thorburn,  Broadview  ;  Wm.  Trant,  Re- 
gina ;  R.  S.  Thompson,  Glenboro  ;  A. 
Whitelaw,  Brandon  ;  R.  H.  Williams,  Re- 
gina ;  Alex.  Acheson,  Rosenfeldt  ;  W.  C. 
Bond.  Gladstone  ;  J.  F.  Boyd.  Minnedosa; 
J.  J.  Bargen,  Plum  Coulee  ;  R.  E.  Brad- 
ford, Macdonald  ;  E.  J.  Coade,  Caricvale; 
E.  O.  Denison,  Minnedosa  ;  W.  A.  Don- 
ald, Pilot  Mound  ;  J.  F.  Fumerton,  F. 
Frcdcrickson,  Glenboro  ;  W.  W.  Fraser, 
Emerson  ;  J.  H.  Fargey,  Lakeview  ;  T.  S. 
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Keewatix  Power  Go's.  Dam  Near  Keewatix. 
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Drainago  an  a  from  which  tho  Like  of  the  Wooil-*  i-;  ^  ipii'iej,  ;?0,0  U  squire  miles. 

The  Hurfaco  area  of  the  Lake  (jf  th  •  \V(  m\^  .lircctlj-  available  for  water  storage,  and  controlled  by  the  Keewatin  Power  Co.'s  dam,  is  3,000 
sqi'are  mile'!. 

'J'le  average  annual  rise  and  faU  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  previous  to  the  construction   of   the  Keewatin  Power  Company's  dam,  aboul 

Urd'lret. 

Iliad  of  water  at  the  dam.  17  feet  ai  tnie  of  liuod  water,  to '21  feet  at  time  of  least  fiow.     .\verase  power,  30.000  h.  p. 

Killi  en  years'  exrerience  at  the  large  llour  and  saw  mills  fed  from  tho  lake,  in  close  proximity  to  the  Keewatin  Power  Company's  dam,  and 
wcirk--,  has  proved  that  there  \'.  freedom  from  frazil    anchor  and  ll.ialing  ice.  and  tther  common  obstructions  to  water  power. 

(iianito  stone  and  best  English  Portland  lenjeo'  have  been  used,  exclusively,  in  the  masonrj-  construction.  The  photoengraving  shows 
the  class  of  work  done.     The  r  (ckfill  dam  is   ntirely  of  granite  and  heavy  trtp  rock. 

Thedam  aud  wi  rks  are  all  fouiidod  on  (lai  ito  anil  trap  bed  rock,  ami  are  so  strongly  built  as  to  practically  eliminate  all  ritk  of  interrup- 
tion to  tho  |)ower  from  washouts  and  all  ordinary-  casualities. 

The  >ituatlon  is  central,  being  1*1  miles  ea^i  c.f  Winniieg,  and  iiOO  miles  west  of  shipping  points  on  Lake  Superior. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  main  line  runs  tlir(p\igh  thoCompanj's  property,  close  to  the  works ;  large  space  is  reserved  for  sidings,  yards,  and 
other  Irai  sp(  rtatido  fa"ilities  necessarj'  for  extensive  inanufacturins  interests. 

\  eiy  low  thrtJtigh  rates  of  freight  have  been  assiireil  to  tho   I'nited  .States  ;  to  tho  east  by  rail   and   by  lake  and  St.  Lawrence  navigation 
also  west  by  rail  and  .Ai.^tralia.  China  and  .'apan  steamship  lines. 

The  situation  lor  1  nip  and  japir  mills  ci.uM  111  t  le  excelled.  There  is  an  immense  supply  of  purest  water,  and  with  continuous  power ; 
virgin  fortsts  dovyu  to  the  shores  of  tho  Lake  of  the  Woml^  and  of  Kaiuy  Lake  and  River,  with  smooth,  deep  water  to  the  works.  Flax  straw 
can  also  be  had.  in  any  quautit3',  west  of  Winnipeg,  thus  making  the  wbolo  unique  as  a  position  for  the  supply  of  cheap  raw  material. 

The  position  is  excellent  for  (lour  mills  for  grimling  .Manitoba  wheat,  or  American  wheat  in  bond,  for  export  to  Kurope  or  the  I'nited  -States. 

The  location  is  also  very  favorable  fi  r  Implement  Factories,  Furniture  Factories,  Foundries,  Machine  (Shofs,  Cordage  and  Twine  Factories 
using  Northwest  llax  ;  and  Electric  power  for  light  aud  power  at  tho  works  and  vicinity,  and  for  distant  transmission. 

The  Keewatin  Power  Company  owns  tho  land,  water  powers,  and  millsites  shown  on  this  plan,  aud  will  provide  flumes  to  carry  water  from 
the  dam.  The  dam  is  already  built.  Flumos,  raceways,  tracks  and  roadways  ai-o  proposed  to  b"  located  and  built  as  shown;  but  these,  to- 
gether with  tho  sites  for  mills,  warehouses,  etc  ,  are  subject  to  such  modifications  as  may  bo  arranged  with  large  purchasers  ol  water  power. 

The  Directors  of  tho  Company  w-ill  bo  pleased  to  see,  or  correspond  with,  all  parlies  desiring  to  secure  locations  and  power  for  any  purpose, 
aud  will  make  the  terms  attractive  and  easy.  Information  will  be  given  by 

HicHARD  Fuller,  Pies.,  Keewatin  Power  Co.'s  Offices,  Hamilton,  Ont.  John  Mathek,  Vicol'res.,  and  Managing  Director,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Director  ;—'Wm.  Gii)So.\  M.  P.,  Boamsvillo,  Out.;    .Vi.i.j.x.  Eraser,  Ottawa,  Out.;    ALiix.  MacLahen,  Buckingham,  Ont. 
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C.  p.  E,  Elevators.  Fort  William. 


Waterous  Knuine  and  Niahaua  Tiiukshei!  at  Work. 


THE  LAKESIDE  GOLD  MINING  COMPANY, 

Of    I^^t   F*or»tog:e. 

L-ITV^ITOD; 
NON-PERSONAI.  LIABILITY. 

Capita/,   $750fi00      -       -       In   750,000  Shares  of  $1  Each. 

Incdrjiorated  under  the  Ontario  J.  int  Stock  (oiiipany  au  i  -Mining  Acts,. 
I>I K IS  U  TO  W  AT JBJ  . 

President:  R.  W.  Jameson,  ex-Mavor  of  the  City  of  Winnipeg;  Vice  President :  R.  H.  Agur,  Manager  of  the  M».s-ey-Harris 
Co.,  Winnipeg;  Directors:  H.  H.  Beck,  Insurance  Agent.  Winnii^eg;  .John  Plaxton,  Plumber,  Winnipeg;  D.  Wilion  ;  F.  W. 
Drewry,  Brewer,  Winnipeg :  (i .  H.  Wilson.  Sr)licitor.  Winnipeg;  (i.  F.  Bryan;  Secre'ary-Trea«uror :  H.  S  Crotty,  Real 
Estate  Agent,  Winnipeg;  Bankers:  Imperial  Bank  of  Canada:  Sulieitors :  Ewart,  Fisher  &  Wilson  ;  Consulting  Eai^ineers  : 
Jno.  J.  yoynahan,   of    Moynahan   &   Campb.'ll,  Kosslai.d.   for  B.   C;    T.  R.  D_>acon,   C.   E.  &   M.  K.,  for  Ra"  Portag,  Out. 

The  object  of  this  conipiiny  is  to  secure  by  purchase  and   thoroui^h  e.xploraiion  by  its  niinini,^ 
agents  and  employees,  gold  and  silver  claims,  and  to  sell  the  same  or  to  partially  develop  and  sell 
0  other  persons  or  companies  in  such  manner  so  as  to  secure  the  best  and  quickest  returns  to  its 
harehokiers. 

The  company  will  start  operations  \N'iih  options  and  contracts  extendins.^'  ovjr  the  best  mining 
tields  in  Canada  and  will  continue  to  secure  more  while  developing  those  in  hand.  Before  otter- 
ing property  for  sale  the  company  will  be  alMe  to  lay  before  intending  purchasers  the  carefully 
prepared  reports  of  the  mining  experts. 

The  success  ol  similar  cnnipanies  in  otik'r  gold  tields  Ikin  been  very  great.  In  South  Africa 
and  Western  Australia  the  cmnpanies  organized  on  a  similar  basis  in  the  pioneer  stage  of  devel- 
opment have  paid  dividends  ranging  as  high  as  ^oo  :  in  one  year.  I  he  companies  have  paid  these 
high  dividends  because  the  whole  principal  is  ground  tloor  for  shareholders  There  is  no  doubt 
in' fact  that  the  best  kind  of  mining  investment,  and  the  surest,  especially  for  .small  capitalists, 
is  ihe  development  company  when  properly  formed  as  it  does  away  with  middlemen  and  its  share- 
holders get  the  first  profit. 

One  prominent  feature  of  this  company  is,  that  the  stockholders,  and  not  the  promoters  con- 
trol the  alTairs  of  the  company  With  numerous  other  companies  the  promoters  control  the 
preponderance  ol  the  stock  and  leave  onlv  a  small  proportion  open  to  independent  stockholders. 
Such  a  policy  precludes  outside  stockholders  from  ever  breaking  the  absolute  control  of  the  pro- 
moters, who  can  if  they  desire,  manipulate  the  management  for  their  own  profit  and  the  injury  of 
the  outside  stock  holder. 

Of  the  5750,000  capital  stock  of  this  company,  the  piomn'ers  hold  only  5140,000,  and 
§200,000  worth  is  now  otTered  for  sale  to  the  public  at  U)  cents  on  the  dollar  paid  up  and  non- 
assessable, thus  admitting  at  one  step  a  stock-holding  power  greater  than  that  of  the  promoters 
combined.  The  remaining  ,S4l(),(t(i()  worth  ol  stock  will  be  held  in  the  treasury  to  be  disposed  of  if 
necessary  for  the  companies'  benefit,  and  as  the  shareholders  at  large  may  direct.  This  is  a  feature 
intending  stockholders  should  carefully  note,  and  a\nid  investing  in  the  stock  of  any  company 
when  the  same  open  course  is  not  pursued.  By  the  principle  adopted  bv  the  Lakeside  companv, 
the  shareholder  holds  the  safetv  \alve  in  his  own  hands. 

610,000  shaies  remain  in  the  treasury  to  be  used  herealter  as  required  and  for  the  benefit  of 
all  shareholders.  200,000  shares  of  treasury  stock  are  now  placed  on  the  market  at  10  cents  per 
share,  par  value  one  dollar,  and  will  be  the  only  issue  at  that  price.  No  liability  beyond  the 
amount  actually  paid  upon  stock  in  the  company  attaches  to  the  subscribers  thereto  or  the  holders 
thereof. 

Application  for  allotment  of  shares  should  be  made  to  the  secretary  of  the  company, 
where  further  information  will  be  freelv  gi\en. 

IVlain  Street,  Winnipeg.     tl»     ^^»    ^lltCjX^X    i.^    Secretary. 
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The  JVLartin,  Bole 
St  Wynne 


WHOLESALE    DRUGGISTS 


WINNIPEG,  MAN. 


►:-- ^Q3  E  carry    a    very   full   line  of    DRUGS,  PATENTS.    SUNDRIES,  etc. 

Our  Manufacturing-  Department  is  one  of  the  largest  in  Ca.iada.  and 

[s  under  the  direction  of  a  Chemist  of  high  standing.    Our  Fluid  Extracts  are  all 


of 


standard  strength.    Full  range  of  Pharmaceuticals.     Price  lists  on  application. 

WRITE  US  FOR   PRICES  ON    BLUESTONE. 


Blue  Hibbon  Tea 


I    WHITE     I 

LABEL      I 

is  the  finest  ^ 

Tea  Grow  n    ^ 
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RED 
LABEI^ 


IS 


the  Strongest  H 
Tea  Grown 


To  drink  a  Tea  that  is  perfection  after  using  ordinary  kinds,  surprises  most  people  and  may 

surprise  you." 

PACKEO  IN  WINNIPEG  AND  TORONTO   BY 


G.  IF.    &  J".  G^^^XjT. 


D.  R.  DINGWALL 
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Jewelery,  Watches,  Clocks 
and  Spectacles 


G^VCf^E   MAKE  a  specialty  of  filling    country  orders,   and   you 

5^^i!o    can    rely    on    getting  something   good.      We  guarantee 

every  watch  we  sell  ani  will  exchange  it,   if  it  does  not 

give  you  entire  satisfaction 

Are    they  Troubling  You  ?       Write  to 

us    for    particulars    and    Self-Testing 


How  About 

■«  r  C     /ik^r  V     Card.      We   have   the  tinest  stock  of 

Your    eyes   .      spectacles  in  the  Northwest 

D.   R.   DINGWALL, 


WHOLESALE  and  RETAIL 


684  Main  Street,  WINNIPEG 
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j  William  Fer^p^on 

t 


I  McLEOD  HOLIDAY, 


IMPORTER  OF 


WHOLESALE   DEALER    AND 
DIRECT  LMPORTER   OF     .     . 
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LIQUO 

CIGARS 
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BRANDON.    MANITOBA 


E.STAULlsiii;i)  1882 
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Fiiiicy  Goods,  Clocks,  Jewellery  and  Men's  Furnishings 
Direct  exporter  of  Senega   Root 

NO  TRAVELLERS  SENT  OUT 

GOODS  SOLD  AT  BED  ROCK  PRICES  AND 
FOR  CASH   ONLY 

Call  wnr.N  you  ake  ix  the  City 


266  Portage  Ave.,  WINNIPEG 
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Gray,  Beausejoiir  ;  F.  Graham,  R.  M.  Gra- 
ham, Melita  ;  J.  J.  Heaslip,  Alameda;  G. 
H.  Hcaley,  Virden  ;  J.  F.  Knight,  Glei- 
chcn  ;  Jos.  G.  King,  Port  Arthur  ;  F.  G. 
Lewis,  Birtle  ;  C.  Landry,  Mariapolis  ; 
Isaac  Lgewen,  M.  Long,  Gretna  ;  G.  W. 
Moflitt,  Gladstone  ;  T.  B.  Mickle,  J.  D. 
II.  Mickle,  Carman  ;  J.  Murray,  Brandon  ; 

D.  A.  Macdonald.  Regina  ;  Joseph  Mc- 
Lean, Hamiota  ;  D.  I\IcIntosh,  Dauphin  ; 
R.  G.  McLaren.  Souris  ;  John  McKin- 
non,  Dauphin  ;  R.  J.   Noble,   Oxbow  ;  J. 

E.  Parrott,  Saltcoats  ;  G.  Peacock,  Emer- 
son ;  C.  Pieper,  Gretna  ;  H.  S.  Paterson, 
Portage  la  Praire;  N.  K.  Reid,  Strathclair; 
J.  H.  Standing,  Belmont  ;  Ed.  Shilson, 
Snpwflakc  ;  A.  G.  Williams,  Gladstone  ; 
J.  W.  Whitman,  Emerson  ;  James  White, 
Rapid  City  ;  J.  O.  Johnstone.  Birtle  ;  John 
Lane,  Birtle;  Thos.  Lane,  Birtle;  J.  A. 
Merrick,  Virden  ;  E.  A.  Ramsay,  Virden; 
J.  M.  S  ewart,  Virden  ;  W.  J.  Stinson, 
J.  M.  Stewart,  Virden  ;  W.  J.  Stinson, 
.\ustin;  John  McGurl,  Moosomin;  II. 
McDougall,  Moose  Jaw. 

Besides  the  names  mentioned,  a  large 
number  of  Winnipeg  business  men  attend- 
ed the  meetings  of  the  convention. 

The   Towns   of  Western 
Ontario. 

Up  to  almost  sixteen  years  ago  the 
towns  of  Ontario  west  of  Lake  Su- 
perior were  not  in  existence,  although 
where  some  of  them  now  stand  small 
villages  existed  back  into  the  seven- 
ties. For  instance  close  to  the  present 
site  of  Fort  William  stand  the  remains 
of  the  famous  village  of  that  name,  a 
colleetlon  of  buildings  which  once  clus- 
tered around  a  Hudson's  Bay  Co.'s  trad- 
ing post.  Now  the  modern  town  has  a 
population  of  nearly  four  thousand 
people,  and  has  over  two  nundred 
places  of  business  within  its  limits.  It 
is  the  lake  port  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Co.,  through  which  all  pro- 
ducts from  the  western  prairie  country 
and  British  Columbia  pass  on  their 
way  to  eastern  or  European  markets. 
The  company's  grain  elevators  are  lo- 
cated here,  and  have  a  storage  capa- 
city of  4,000,000  bushels.  The 
lumber  interests  are  represented  by 
one  extensive  saw  mill,  and  quite  a 
number  of  smaller  industries  flourish. 
The  Kaministiquia  River,  which  flows 
through  the  town  lias  been  wharved 
and  docked,  so  that  the  place  is  now 
quite  a  prominent  lake  port. 

A  few  miles  further  east  on  the 
shore  of  Thunder  bay  stands  the  city 
of  Port  Arthur,  where  twenty  years 
ago  scarcely  a  habitation  existed. 
This  town  has  a  population  of  about  the 
same  as  Fort  William,   and  is  also  a 


lake  port  of  note  now.  It  has  a  large 
storage  elevator  also,  and  is  the  centre 
of  the  lake  Ashing  industry  of  that 
portion  of  Lake  Superior.  Its  places 
of  business  number  almost  one  hun- 
dred and  titty,  which  number  iccludes 
several  industrial  concerns.  The 
place  was  unknown  to  the  outside 
world  until  1870,  when  Sir  Garnet 
Wolseley  with  the  first  Red  River  mil- 
itary expedition  landed  there  and 
gave  the  place  the  mame  of  Prince 
Arthur's  Landing.  In  1881  when  it 
had  grown  to  quite  a  town,  and  be- 
came the  Lake  Superior  terminus  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  its  name 
was  changed  to  Porth  Arthur. 

Besides  being  a  terminus  of  the  C.  P. 
R.  Poi't  Arthur  is  also  the  starting 
point  of  the  P.  A.  D.  &  W.  railway,  a 
road  which  penetrates  from  the  lake 
westward  for  over  100  miles,  and 
which  is  destined  soon  to  become  an- 
o:  her  trunk  line  from  the  great  west- 
ern prairie  country  to  the  Lake  Su- 
perior shore. 

West  of  Lake  Superior  along  the 
line  of  the  C.  P.  R.  quite  a  number  of 
villages  exist,  such  as  Ignace,  Sav- 
anne,  and  Wabigoon,  which  with  the 
development  of  the  surrounding  min- 
ing interests  are  certain  to  become  in 
the  very  near  future  thriving  towns. 
It  is  nearly  300  miles  west  of  Fort 
AVilliam  however  before  the  first  town 
of  any  magnitude  is  reached,  namely 
the  town  of  Rat  Portage.  In  this  town 
and  Keewatin  about  two  miles  further 
east  is  centered  a  population  of  nearly 
six  thousand,  and  over  two  hundred 
business  institutions  are  in  existence 
there.  The  lumber  mills  of  the  Rat 
Portage  Lumber  Co.,  and  the  Keewatin 
Lumber  and  Trading  Co.,  give  employ- 
ment to  over  100  hands,  and  furnish 
the  bulk  of  the  lumber  for  the  Prov- 
ince of  Manitoba.  A  smelting  works 
is  another  industry  in  full  swing 
there,  while  a  number  of  smaller  in- 
dustries are  also  located  in  Rat  Port- 
age, so  that  altogether  there  is  the 
foundation  of  a  great  centre  of  popu- 
lation already  laid.  Another  indtrs- 
trial  institution  of  note  is  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  flour  mills  at  Keewatin,  an 
institution  which  has  no  superior  of 
its  class  in  North  America.  It  has  a 
daily  capacity  of  2,000  barrels  of  Hour 
a  day  ;  has  its  own  barrel  factory  in 
connection  and  employs  about  seventy- 
four  hands.  For  a*  sol  id  built,  exquis- 
itely fitted  up  mill,  this  institution  has 
few  equals  in  the  world. 

But  what  promises  best  for  the 
future  growth  of  this  Keewatin  and 
Rat  Portage  district,  is  the  great  and 
valuable  water  power  constructed  but 
recently  by  the  Keewatin  Water- 
PowerCo.,  which  is  dealt  with  in  an- 
other article.  The  great  mining 
interests  are  also  treated  of  in  separ- 
ate articles. 


Railway  Building  in  1896. 

Railway  building  has  not  been  brisk  in  auy 
portion  of  North  America  during  tho  past, 
years,  and  in  Western  Canada  as  in  other 
states,  provinces  and  territories  of  this  conti- 
nent, there  has  not  been  nearly  as  much 
done  in  tho  past  few  years  as  there  was  dur- 
ing previous  years.  However,  we  have  had 
our  full  share  of  new  railway  mileage,  com- 
pared with  what  has  boon  done  elsewhere. 

During  tho  past  year  one  important  rail- 
way line  has  been  constructed  in  Manitoba. 
This  line  is  coramoi.ly  known  as  tho 
Dauphin  road.  Construction  was  begun  at 
Oladstone,  a  town  on  the  Manitoba  and 
Northwestern  railway,  and  was  continued  in 
a  northerly  direction  for  100  miles.  This 
road  was  completed  last  year,  and  it  is  now 
equipped  and  is  carrying  on  a  regular 
service. 

The  northaru  terminus  of  the  road  is  about 
sixteen  miles  from  Lake  Wiunipegoosis. 
This  is  a  large  lake,  about  120  miles  long, 
with  a  coast  line  of]about  500  miles.  There 
are  valuable  timber  and  mineral  resources 
tributary  to  the  lake  and  it  also  possesses  con- 
siderable fishery  wealth.  The  limber  dis- 
trict tributary  to  Lake  Wiunipegoosis  is  said 
to  be  the  most  valuable  in  Manitoba.  Next 
summer  it  is  expected  the  road  will  be  con- 
structed to  Lake  Wiunipegoosis,  so  as  to 
open  up  the  great  country  tributary  thereto. 
By  cjntinuing  the  railway  to  the  lake  and 
placing  steamers  on  the  lake  itself,  communi- 
cation would  be  opened  up  sith  a  va.st 
territority  which  at  present  ia  practically  an 
unknown  land,  and  which  heretofore  has 
only  ocen  visited  by  hunters  and  explorers. 

The  Dauphin  road  was  built  as  a  coloni- 
zation road.  It  opens  up  a  new  and  magnif- 
iont  agricultural  region  which  was  pre- 
viously without  railway  communication. 
Quite  a  number  of  settlers  had  been  attract- 
ed to  the  disi:rict  by  the  many  natural  ad- 
vantages which  the  country  possesses,  not- 
withstanding that  the  region  was  without; 
railway  communication.  The  new  road  will 
give  these  people  the  means  of  shipping  out 
their  produce  to  market,  and  it  will  further 
ensure  a  large  influx  of  settlers  into  the  dis- 
trict at  once.  The  Dauphin  district  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  finest' sections  in  Manitoba 
for  mixed  farming.  The  soil  is  very  rich, 
the  pastures  luxuriant  and  wood  and  water 
are  abundant.  Tho  name  of  the  company 
owning  the  Dauphin  road  is  "  The  Lake 
Manitoba  Railway  and  Canal  Co."  The  new 
road  opens  up  a  territory  which  offers  splen- 
did farms  for  thousands  of  settlers.  About 
Lake  Wiunipegoosis  and  east  of  Lake  Dauph- 
in there  are  districts  specially  well  fitted  for 
ranching  or  stockraising  on  a  large  scale,  ow- 
ing to  large  quantities  of  hay  obtainable  in 
these  sections.  The  country  on  the  west  side 
of  the  lake  is  a  splendid  agricultural  section, 
well  adapted  to  all  grain  crops. 

The  Dauphin  road  is  the  only  new  railway 
work  done  during  the  past  year  in  Western 
Canada,  with  the  exception  of  some  short 
lines  in  British  Columbia. 
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During  the  present  year  the  prospects  ire 
more  favorable  for  railway  construction  than 
they  have  been  for  several  years  past,  and  in 
our  next  annual  number  we  expect  to  be  able 
to  have  a  much  more  extensive  report  of  new 
railway  work. 

The  Great  Keewatin 
Water-Power. 

One  of  the  great  features  if  the  now 
famous  Lake  of  the  Woods  is  the  unsurpa^'sed 
water-power  which  is  farmed  at  the  outlet  of 
the  lake,  at  the  town  of  Keewatin,  near  Kat 
Portage.  The  nucleu'<  of  what  will  in  time 
become  a  large  manufacturing  centre,  has 
already  beon  established  here,  several  im- 
portant industries  having  been  established 
at  Iveewi.tin,  to  take  adva'itag-  of  the  i;heap 
power  there  furnished.  So  far  lumbering 
and  Hour  milling  are  the  principal  indus- 
tries now  carried  on  with  the  aid  of  this 
wonderful  water-power.  Water-power  is 
everywhere  recognized  to  bs  the  most  eco- 
nomical power  for  generating  electricity  or 
driving  machinery,  and  wherever  a  good 
water-power  exists  it  is  a  great  factor  in 
stira\ilating  industrial  enterprise.  At  Kee- 
watin there,  is  almost  unlimited  wat^r-power 
all  ready  for  utilization. 

A  number  of  capitalists  some  time  ago 
secured  this  water  privilege  and  proceeded  to 
utilize  the  power.  Dams  and  other  neces- 
sary works  were  constructed  at  great  cost, 
and  one  of  the  finest  water-powers  on  the 
continent  was  successfully  harnessed  and 
made  ready  for  use.  There  is  no  question 
hero  as  to  the  supply  of  water  all  the  year 
around.  The  Lake  of  the  Woods  covers  an 
area  of  3,000  fquare  miles.  The  lake  is  fed 
by  the  Rainy  river  and  its  tributaries,  be- 
sides countless  small  streams,  the  whole 
drainage  area  being  upwards  of  30,000 
square  miles,  in  additii>n  to  that  ci.vered  by 
the  lake  i'.solf.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
there  is  no  possibility  of  a  shortage  of  water. 
With  the  lake  for  a  mill  pond,  and  by  their 
enormous  dam  across  the  Winnipeg  river. the 
Keewatin  Power  company  an  able  to  guar- 
antee a  minimum  of  fully  40,000  horse- 
power, even  in  the  driest  season. 

The  water-power  works  have  been  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  regulate  and  keep  an  almost 
uniform  head  at  all  times.  Numerous  gates 
in  the  dams  will  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
storing  or  lotting  the  water  escape,  as  need 
may  be,  a  most  important  mattir.  The 
effective  head  of  water  maintained  at  the 
works  will  not  bo  less  than  21  feet.  There  is 
absolutf  ly  no  natural  olatruction  to  the  con- 
stant use  of  the  Keewatin  water-power, 
either  in  summer  or  winter.  Ice  has  never 
proved  an  anno3'anco  here,  as  shown  by  the 
ox|X)rienco  of  the  mills  which  have  been 
operated  for  years. 

The  Keewatin  Power  company's  woiks 
have  been  constructed  by  and  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  following  gentlemen  ; 
.lohn  Kennedy,  C.K.,  Montreal,  consulting 
engineer;  William  Kennedy,  jun.,  U.K., 
Montreal,  ougiueer  foj-   plaus  ftui}  copstruQ- 


tion ;     James      Kennedy,      C.E.,      resident 
engineer. 

The  dam  has  been  built  of  cut  granite,  and 
Purtland  cement  in  the  piers,  with  a  rock 
fill,  in  the  centre,  of  granite  and  heavy  trap, 
and  is  of  the  most  substantial  construction 
throughout.  The  ,-ntire  structure  is  founded 
on  solid  rock,  and  is  so  strongly  built  as  to 
render  entirely  improbable  all  risk  of  inter- 
ruption to  the  power  from  wash-out5  or  other 
casualties. 

The  situation  is  central,  being  130  miles 
east  of  Winnipeg  and  300  west  of  Lake  Su- 
perior. The  Canadian  Pacific  Ra'lway  Com- 
pany's  main  lino  runs  through  the  property. 
The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  havK  guaran- 
teed the  power  company  that  they  will  give 
to  any  company  utilizing  the  Keewatin 
water-power  such  low  freight  rates  east  and 
west  as  will  insure  profitable  transport.  The 
company  have  also  arranged  for  very  low 
rates  of  freight  to  all  points  in  the  United 
States,  and  even  by  the  steamship  lines  to 
China  and  .Japan,  and  also  to  Australia  and 
New  Zealand. 

The  Keewatin  Power  Company  are  now 
otfering  to  lease  the  whole  or  any  portion  or 
portions  of  this  gigantic  power  to  manufac- 
turers, millers  or  others  who  may  desire  to 
utilize  it,  and  the  terms  offered  are  exceed- 
ingly liberal. 

Keewatin  is  a  desirable  point  for  the  lo- 
cation of  flour  and  oatmeal  mills,  pulp  and 
paper  mills,  11  ix  mills,  furniture,  lumber 
and  wood  workins  factorial,  etc.,  the  ma- 
terial for  such  industries  being  abundant. 
Manitoba  affords  an  unlimited  supply  of  ma- 
terial fur  cereal  milling,  and  the  immediate 
territory  surrounding  will  furnish  any  quan- 
tity of  raw  mateiial  for  pulp  mills. 

The  Keewatin  Power  Company  owns  the 
lands,  water-powers,  and  mill  sites  and  will 
build  flumes  to  carry  water  from  the  dam  to 
any  works  that  may  be  erected.  The  dir- 
ectors of  the  company  will  be  pleased  to  see 
or  to  correspond  with  any  and  all  parties  des- 
iring to  secure  locations  and  power  for  any 
purpose.  The  directorate  of  the  Koowatin 
Power  Company  is  composed  of  the  following 
well-known  capitalists  ;  Richard  Fuller,  of 
Ilarailton,  Ontario,  president;  .John  Mather, 
of  Ottawa.  Ontario,  vice-president;  Alex. 
Eraser,  of  Ottawa,  director;  William  Gibson, 
of  Beamsville.  Ontario,  director  ;  Alex.  Mac- 
Laren,  of  Buckingham,  tiuobe3,  director. 
R.  A.  Mather,  of  Keewatin,  is  treasurer. 

The  company  is  now  preparing  to  ar- 
range for  the  transmission  of  electrical  en- 
e.'gy  to  Winnipeg,  and  the  prairie  capital 
expects  to  be  greatly  benefitted  by  the  intro- 
duction to  the  city  of  a  portion  of  the  vast 
power  now  running  to  waste  at  Keewatin. 


Our  Dairy  Industry. 

The  great  progress  which  the  farmers  of 
Manitoba  and  the  western  Territories  of 
Canada  have  made  on  the  road  to  prosperity, 
during  recent  years,  is  shown  in  the  rapid 
development  of  the  dairy  and  live  stock 
industries.  Formerly  it  was  wheat,  wheat, 
wheat,  with    the  fftrmers.      Large  areas  o( 


this  country  will  produce  wheat  more  suc- 
cessfully, one  jear  with  another,  than  any 
other  crop,  and  there  are  no  regions  any 
where  in  the  world  better  adapted  to  produc- 
ing large  yields  of  the  finest  quality  of 
wheat,  than  are  large  portion  of  central 
Western  Canada.  At  the  same  time  farmers 
cannot  depend  continually  on  one  crop.  la 
some  years  prices  will  bo  very  low  for  a  single 
commodity,  and  thoss  who  have  a  diversiry  of 
commodities  are  sure  to  have  something  to 
sell  which  will  bring  a  good  price.  Again, 
in  the  most  favored  climates,  one  crop  can- 
not always  prove  a  success.  Manitoba  has 
never  had  a  failure  of  the  wheat  crop,  since 
the  cou  ntry  began  to  export  wheat,  but 
there  have  been  years  which  produced  poor 
crops.  Eren  in  good  average  crop  years, 
individual  farniers  have  had  bad  crops, 
through  careless  farming,  or  too  1  te  sowing, 
or  perhaps  owing  to  some  local  cause  which 
it  was  l)eyond  their  power  to  prevent. 

Experience  has  taught  our  people  that  it 
is  not  only  wisdom  to  have  a  diversity  of 
crops,  but  that  it  is  still  bettor  to  have  other 
sources  of  profit  to  depend  upon  besides 
crops  alone.  Hence  the  dairying  and  live 
stock  interests  have  made  great  progress 
within  a  few  years.  Nor  has  this  progress 
in  other  interests  been  at  the  expense  of 
wheat.  While  groat  firogress  has  been  made 
in  dairying  and  raising  live  stocks,  the  wheat 
area  has  been  steadily  increasing,  though 
less  rapidly  than  it  did  some  ytars  ago. 

The  last  two  years  have  been  the  greatest 
years  for  dairying  in  the  history  of  this 
western  country,  the  progress  made  in  Mani- 
toba, both  in  the  quantify  and  quality  of 
the  dairy  product  having  been  very  marked. 
A  year  ago  a  dairy  school  was  opened  in 
Winnipeg,  under  the  direction  of  the  pro- 
vincial government,  and  last  winter  and 
this  winter  the  school  has  been  largely 
attended  by  owners  aud  operators  of  dairy 
factories  throughout  the  province,  with  the 
result  that  our  butter  and  cheese  makers 
have  been  instructed  in  the  highest  art  of 
manufacturing  in  those  branches. 

(ireat  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  de- 
velopment of  this  industry  in  Manitoba,  and 
the  province  has  now  fairly  entered  the 
arena  as  an  exporter  of  high  class  dairy 
goods.  Up  to  the  present  time  a  large  part 
of  our  surplus  production  has  been  taken  for 
the  British  Culumbia  trade.  With  the  pre- 
sent growth  of  the  industry  we  will  soon 
have  a  comsidi'rable  surplus  for  export  east- 
ward. At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the 
Manitoba  Dairy  association  some  stAtementa 
were  made  which  show  the  development  of 
the  industrj'.  The  report  of  the  directors, 
presented  at  this  meeting,  contained  the 
following  •statement  : 

'■  The  increase  of  dairying  during  the 
year  has  been  almost  (henomenal.  It  is 
estimated  from  reliable  sources  that  77i>,000 
pounds  of  creamery  butter  were  sold  out  of 
the  province,  at  an  average  price  of  16.4 
cents  per  pound,  giving  total  receipts  for 
butter  of  Sl'27.'2iU.OO.  It  is  also  estimated 
from  the  saido  source  that  886,000  pounds  o( 
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cteese  were  maJe  which  sold  at  an  average 
of  7  cents  per  pound,  making  a  total  of 
So2,007,  or  a  grand  total  of  $189,284  for 
dairy  produce.  This  estimate  is  if  anything 
below  the  actual  amount  manufactured. 
The  increase  in  the  value  of  the  output  for 
creamery  butter  is  S41, 612.00." 

We  may  add  to  the  statement  above,  that 
the  production  of  cheese  was  a  little  less  last 
year  than  during  1895.  The  figures  given 
above  do  not  include  farm  dairy  goods, 
which  in  the  case  of  butter  have  exceeded 
in  pastyear.^  the  quantity  made  iu  factories. 
In  the  future  it  is  expected  factory  butter 
will  exceed  in  quantity  the  make  of  private 
dairies. 

In  the  Territories  dairying  has  not  made 
as  lapid  progress  as  iu  Manitoba,  but  during 
the  present  year  greater  proportionate  pro- 
gress will  probably  be  made  iu  the  Terri- 
tories than  in  Manitoba,  owing  to  special 
features  which  are  now  at  work  to  encourage 
dairying  in  the  Territories.  The  Dominion 
government  has  sent  Prof.  Robertson, 
Dominion  dairy  commissioner,  to  the  Terri- 
tories this  winter,  to  look  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  dairy  work  there.  About  fifteen  now 
butter  factories  will  be  established  in  the 
Territories  this  year,  under  the  special 
direction  of  the  dairy  commissioner,  and 
under  these  circumstances  their  success  is 
assured.  Cold  storage  will  be  supplied  in 
connection  with  all  these  factories,  and 
everything  about  them  will  be  first  class. 
The  Territories,  it  may  be  explained, 
come  directly  under  the  control  of  the  federal 
government,  as  thoy  have  no  local  forin  of 
government  such  as  is  possessed  by  the  other 
provinces.  This  is  why  the  federal  govern- 
ment has  undertaken  to  assist  in  establishing 
a  dairy  industry  in  these  new  districts. 

Dairy  experts  who  have  made  a  study  of 
the  climate  and  other  conditions  in  Western 
Canada,  declare  that  the  country  iS"  well 
adapted  to  dairying.  The  progress  of  the 
industry  is  therefore  very  gratifying,  as  there 
is  nothing  which  can  prove  a  greater  source 
of  wealth  to  an  agricultural  country  than 
dairying. 

Cereal  Milling  in  Western 
Canada. 

Cereal  milling  is  the  most  important  man- 
ufacturing interest  in  Manitoba  and  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Western  Canada.  Almost  every 
town  or  village  of  any  importance  in  the 
great  wheat-growing  districts  has  a  'lour 
mill,  and  the  raw  material  for  carrying  on 
these  industries  is  always  abundant.  The 
mills  vary  in  siz.i  from  about  50  barrels  jier 
day,  up  to  over  2,0l>U  barrels  per  day. 

The  important  feature  of  the  milling  in- 
dustry the  past  year  has  been  the  extension 
of  our  Hour  trade  to  Australia.  Quite  a 
largo  quantity  of  Manitoba  lljur  has  been 
shipped  to  Australia  within  the  past  .six 
months,  where  it  has  been  received  with 
groat  favor  and  is  constantly  meeting  with 
an  increasing  demand. 

Manitoba  Hour  is  sold  all  over  Canada, 
from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic  coasts.     The 


Pacific  province  of  British  Columbia  con- 
sumes a  liberal  quantity,  and  the  only  thing 
in  the  way  of  giving  Manitoba  coxplete  con- 
trol of  the  British  Columbia*  market  is  the 
long  railway  haul.  The  cost  of  this  long 
haul  enables  the  flour  manufacturers  of 
Washington  and  Oregon  states,  whoareclose 
at  hand,  tc  ship  some  flour  into  British  Col- 
umbia. As  it  is,  however,  the  superior 
quality  of  Manitoba  fl:)ur  gives  it  a  large 
trade  even  at  this  disadvantage  as  compared 
with  the  flour  from  the  Pacific   Coast  states. 

Manitoba  il  3ur  has  also  a  large  and  in- 
creasing sale  in  Eistern  Canada,  from 
Western  Ontario  to  the  Atlantic  coast.  The 
larger  population  in  this  direction  gives  it  a 
larger  field  to  work  in  than  in  the  far 
western  province. 

Some  fl)ur  is  also  exported  across  the 
Atlantic,  though  our  millew  have  not 
pushed  the  export  trade  very  actively. 
Those  familiar  with  the  flour  business, 
know  that  there  is  very  little  money  in  the 
export  fljur  trade.  It  is  to  a  considerable 
extent  a  slaughter  trale  at  bast,  and  S!>  long 
as  the  domestic  trade  will  consume  the  pro- 
duct of  the  Manitoba  mills,  the  millers  are 
not  anxious  to  exploit  British  and  foreign 
markets.  Manitoba  flour  cannot  be  shipped 
to  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  duty 
imposed  on  imports  of  flour  by  that  country. 

States  millers  have  the  habit  of  consigning 
their  surplus  grades  of  flour  to  British  and 
European  markets,  where  it  is  sild  often 
under  cost.  This  renders  milling  for  export 
often  un;ii<fic.-ible.  They  get  good  prices 
from  the  domestic  trale,  and  simply  slaughter 
their  surplus  production. 

The  first  new  proces?  fljur  mills  wore  es- 
tablished in  Manitoba  iu  the  year  1882,  and 
the  pres3nt  cereal  milling  industry  has 
grown  up  entirely  since  that  date.  The 
flijur  milling  capacity  of  Manitoba  and  the 
Territories  is  now  estimated  at  about  11,500 
barrels  per  day.  Three  now  mills  were 
built  this  year,  but  one  of  them  was  burned 
down  just  as  it  was  about  completed.  There 
are  now  sixty  flour  mills  in  Manitoba  and 
the  Territories,  the  most  of  them  ranging  in 
capacity  from  75  to  150  barrels  per  day. 
These  do  not  include  a  few  old  process  stone 
mills  which  have  now  mostly  gone  out  of 
use.  There  are  also  in  British  Columbia 
four  or  five  mills. 

Another  line  of  cnreal  milling  which  is 
carried  on  to  some  extent  is  oatmeal  milling. 
The  market  for  the  product  of  these  mills  is 
much  to  same  as  in  the  case  of  wheat  flour. 
Theie  are  four  oatmeal  mills  in  Manitoba 
and  one  at  Elmonton  iu  the  Territories. 


Winnipeg's  Grain  Trade. 

One  of  the  most  important  features  of 
Winnipeg  is  it«  grain  trade.  Winnipeg  may 
be  considere  i  the  largest  wheat  market  in 
<  Canada.  More  of  this  great  cereal  is  handled 
by  Winnipeg  grain  merchants  and  millers 
than  bj' grain  dealers  in  any  other  city  in 
this  country.  The  groat  bulk  of  the  wheat 
crop  of  Manitoba  and  the  Territories  is 
handled  by  merchants  and  millers  having 
their  head  olHces  in  Winnipeg,  and  who  are 
members  of  the  Winnipeg  (•  rain  exchange. 


A  number  of  the  grain  exporters  and  mill- 
ers have  lines  of  elevators  located  at  country 
towns  and  villages  throughout  the  grain 
growing  districts  and  during  the  grain-mar- 
keting season  buyers  are  place-d  on  these 
country  markers,  to  purchase  the  grain 
direct  from  the  iarmers.  Other  merchants 
who  have  their  head  ctBces  in  Winnipeg,  do 
not  operate  any  elevators  at  country  points, 
and  they  buy  grain  iu  car  lots  or  other  quan- 
tities from  smaller  country  dealers,  which 
latter  buy  direct  from  the  farmers  on  their 
own  account.  Quito  a  number  of  farmers 
also  sell  their  grain  in  round  lots,  having 
first">laced  it  in  an  elevator  for  storage. 
There  are  also  grain  brokers  who  sell  grain 
on  commis  ion  fi,r  fariers  or  dealers. 

The  most  import.int  adjunct  to  the  grain 
trade  is  the  elevator  sj-stem.  The  wheat  belt 
of  Manitoba  and  the  adjoining  territory  has 
the  finest  elev.vtor  and  general  grain-hand- 
ling system  in  the  world.  In  addition  to  the 
large  storage  elevators  at  the  lake  ports,  or 
at  milling  points  such  as  Keewatin  and 
Winnipeg,  and  the  large  cleaning  elevator  at 
Winnipeg,  there  are  from  one  to  half  a  dozen 
smaller  elevat<jrs  tr  warehouses  at  every 
country  market.  This  elevator  .  system 
affords  exjellent  facilities  for  the  economical 
and  rapid  handling  of  the  crop.  In  Mani- 
toba the  crop  is  marketed  very  rapidly,  and 
without  this  elevator  system  it  would  be 
practically  imposiible  to  handle  the  crop.  At 
any  rate  the  marketing  would  have  to  be 
spread  over  a  year,  whereas  pow  it  can  be 
handled  in  a  few  months.  There  are  a  large 
number  of  elevators  which  are  owned  by 
small  country  buyers,  who  buy  grain atonly 
one  or  a  few  country  points,  in  addition  to 
the  extensive  lines  of  elevators  operated  by 
some  firms  and  companies.  A  number  of 
elevators  have  al-:o  been  established  by  local 
stock  companies  of  farmers-  "  The  farmers 
m  several  districts  have  formed  companies 
and  built  elevators  for  the  purpose  of  storing 
and  sometimes  shipping  their  own  grain. 

This  extensive  elevator  system  not  only 
ensures  the  economical  handling  of  the 
crops,  thus  securing  the  highest  price  for  the 
farmers,  but  it  also  ensures  kei»n  competition. 
Keen  competition  has  been  one  of  the  fea- 
tures of  the  grain  trade  here  for  years,  and 
no  reasonable  claim  can  be  made  that  the 
farmers  have  not  secured  full  value  fcr  their 
grain  crops.  In  the  earlier  years,  when  the 
grain  surplus  was  small  and  the  mode  of 
handling  the  crop  less  perfect,  the  dealers  had 
a  much  wider  margin  of  profit  to  worls  on 
thad  they  have  had  of  late  years.  The  mar- 
gin of  profit  has  been  gradually  reduced,  un- 
til of  late  years  grain  has  been  handled  on 
an  exceedingly  small  margin.  Large  quan- 
tities of  wheat  have  been  bandied  of  late  on  a 
ir.argin  of  a  fraction  o(  a  cent  ■per  bushel. 
Fanners  who  do  net  understand  the  com- 
mercial side  of  the  grain  question,  are  some- 
times inclined  to  grumble  about  the  prices 
they  receive  for  their  products,  but  if  they 
know  more  about  the  trade,  they  would 
not  blame  the  local  dealers  for  the  low  prices 
which  have  ruled  in  the  markets  of  the  world 
during  some  recent  years. 

One  fact  which  shows  the  keen  competition 
in  the  grain  trade  here,  are  the  prices  )>aid  to 
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farmers  at  Manitoba  points,  compared  with 
prices  paid  at  points  in  the  United  States 
south  of  the  boundary.  A  few  weeks  ago  The 
Cocimcrcial  published  a  table  showing  prices 
paid  during  the  present  grain  season  at  sev- 
eral points  in  the  United  Slates,  compared 
wi;h  prices  in  Manitoba.  This  table  showed 
that  at  points  having  similar  freight  rates, 
Manitoba  farmers  had  received  very  much 
higher  prices  during  the  entire  season  than 
had  been  paid  in  the  markets  south  of  th® 
boundary.  The  Commercial  estimates  that 
Manitoba  farmers  have  received,  on  an  aver- 
age, fully  $50  more  for  every  1.000  bushels  of 
wheat,  than  has  been  received  by  the 
farmers  of  Minnesota  and  Dakota,  based  on 
an  equality  of  freight  rates  at  the  compara- 
tive points.  The  difference  in  favor  of  the 
Manitoba  farmers,  in  the  case  of  other  grains, 
has  been  even  greater  than  on  wheat. 

One  cause  of  the  keen  competition  in  the 
grain  trade  here  is  the  home  milling  demand. 
Canadian  millers  are  enabled  to  get  good 
prices  at  home  for  their  flour,  as  they  are 
protected  in  the  home  market  by  a  duty  of 
75  cents  per  barrel  on  flour.  There  is 
always  keen  competition  between  the  millers 
and  exporters  for  the  finest  qualities  of  Mani- 
toba hard  wheat,  as  a  large  quantity  of  this 
class  of  wheat  is  ivquired  for  the  home 
milling  trade.  On  account  of  the  protection 
which  ihey  receive  in  the  home  market,  the 
inillersare  enabled  to  pay  higher  prices  than 
the  ordinary  export  value  will  warrant,  for 
this  class  of  wheat. 

The  comparatively  light  crop  in  Manitoba 
last  year  ha*  reduced  the  export  surplus  of  all 
grains  for  the  current  crop  year,  but  this 
year  it  is  certain  that  the  crop  area  will  be 
considerabl3'  the  largest  on  record,  and  with 
an  average  crop  the  available  surplus  from 
the  big  crop  of  1S95  will  be  closely  appro.\i- 
mated  in  the  coming  crop. 

In  the  earlier  years  the  surplus  wheat  crop 
of  Manitoba  was  about  all  purchased  by  the 
millers  of  Eastern  Canada,  but  of  Jato 
j'ears  the  quantity  of  wheat  produced  has 
been  much  greater  than  was  required  by  the 
Eastern  millers,  and  a  large  pcrtion  of  the 
crop  is  now  exported  via.  Xew  York,  Mon- 
treal and  other  Atlantic  ports  to  Great 
Britain.  A  considerable  quantity  is  turned 
into  flour  by  local  millers  and  this  flour  ia 
sold  all  over  Canada  from  the  Pacific  to  the 
Atlantic.  Our  surplus  oats  and  barley  are 
taken  mostly  in  the  Eastern  provinces  of 
Canada.  Flax  seed  is  shipped  largely  to 
Eastern  Canada,  and  in  some  years  to  the 
United  States.  Some  oatmeal  has  been  ex- 
ported abroad,  as  well  as  sold  in  the  Eastern 
provinces.  British  Columbia  also  takes  a 
quantity- of  grain,  flour,  grain  feodstuffs  and 
oatmeal  from  Manitoba, 

Notwithstanding  the  smaller  quantity  of 
grain  to  handle  from  last  crop,  considerable 
addition  to  the  elevator  plant  of  the  country 
was  made  within  the  year.  The  Lake  of  the 
Woods  Milling  Co.  built  two  country  eleva- 
tors;  K.  D.  Martin  &  Co.,  Winnipeg,  added 
six  elevators  to  their  line;  R.  P.  Roblin, 
Winnipeg,  added  four  to  his  list  of  country 
elevators,  and  the  Northern  Elevator  Co.,  of 
Winnipeg,  built  eight  elevators  last  year. 
Besides  these  a  number  of  singly  elevatow 


were  built  at  varions  points,  b3' other  dealers. 
The  total  elevator  capacity  of  Manitoba  and 
the  Territories  of  Western  Canada  is  now 
ll,999,:-50u  bushels,  including  the  largo  stor- 
age elevators  at  our  Lake  Superior  ports. 
This  is  an  increase  of  l,r2i,000  bushels  with- 
in the  year. 

The  following  shows  the  grain  storage 
capacity  of  Manitoba  and  the  Territories, 
including  our  Lake  Superior  ports,  for  a 
series  of  years,  as  compiled  for  the  annual 
report  of  the  Winuipsg  Grain  Exchange, 
showing  the  increase  from  year  to  year  : 

1891 7,028,000  bushsls, 

1892   10.3i«>,800       " 

1838 U,4G7,10O       " 

1894 11,817,100   " 

1895 12,000,000   " 

189o 13.873,600   " 

1897 14,999,300   " 

OUR  WHEAT   EXTORTS. 

Crop  1880 4 ,000,000  bushels. 

••  1887    10,500,000  " 

'■  1888 4,000.000  " 

"  1889 4.500,000  " 

"  1890 11,500,000  " 

"  1891 14.000,000  '• 

"  1892 14.000,000  " 

"  1893 12,000,000  " 

"  1894 ,  15,000.000  " 

"  1895 29  000,01.0 

"  1896  (est'd)  14,50J,000  " 

WHEAT  IN'SVEUrBD  AT    WINNll'Efi. 

Crop  18Sfi 1,342.600  bushels. 

■'    1887 3,878,000       " 

"    1888 2,1,83,350       " 

"    1889 '2.207,400       " 

"    1890 6,630,000       " 

"    1891 8,691,800       " 

"    1892 7,228,  S50       " 

"    1893. 4.811,300 

'•    1894 5,375, .500       " 

'•    1895 9,042,800       " 

Balance  of  wheat  went  out  as  flour,  or  was 
inspected  at  Port  William.  Ou  the  present 
1896  crop  aboiTt5,000,0('0  bushels  have  so  far 
been  inspected  at  Winnipeg  and  this  has 
graded  as  follows  :  55  per  cent  No.  1  hard 
or  better  (extra  hard).  19J  per  cent.  No.  2 
hard,  8  per  cent.  No.  3  hard,  6  per  cent  No.  1 
and  2  Northern,  white  fyfe,  spring,  rejected 
and  other  grades,  11 J  per  cent. 


Paying  For  Farms  From 
One  Crop. 

Instances  have  been  known  in  Manitoba 
where  parties  have  paid  for  farms  from  the 
proceeds  of  one  crop  aloue.  This  would  indi- 
cate that  land  is  cheap  here  iu  proportion  to 
the  returns  which  may  bo  obtained  from  the 
land.  An  instance  was  related  to  The 
Commercial  not  long  ago,  of  a  man  who  ar- 
rived iu  .Manitoba  in  the  spring  and  bought 
an  improved  farm,  upon  which  he  was  able 
to  go  to  work  at  ofice  and  get  in  a  crop.  He 
hid  a  good  crop,  and  in  the  fall,  after  mar- 
keting his  grain,  he  paid  the  entire  price  of 
the  farm  from  the  proceeds  of  the  first  crop, 
and  still  had  left  a  nice  little  sum  to  the 
good. 

O.sler,  Hammond  &  Nactin,  financial  and 
land  agents,  of  Winnipeg,  have  received  re- 
turns from  a  number  of  parties  in  Manitoba 
and  the  Territories  to  whom  they  sold  farms, 
showing  that  the  purchasers  realized  more 
than  the  total  value  of  the   land  from  last 


year's  crop  alone.  The  following  table  will 

show    what    some  of    these     farmers    have 
accomplished : 

Value  of  1896 

Sale  No.         Price  of  Land.  Crop. 

169  SI. 920  I    .$4,092 

176  1.920  3,.30O 

36-149  157  2  180  3,.591 

168  960  1 ,298 

165195  2,000  5.124 

145  1,600  2,920 

16i;  960  5,6.50 

207  960  1,157 

191  960  3,540 

140  1,2C0  3,780 

These  farms  were  all  bought  as  wild  lands 
within  the  last  five  or  six  years,  and  are  now 
returning  annually  in  some  cases  double  and 
treble  the  cost  of  the  laud.  It  does  not 
require  any  comment  upon  thase  figures  to 
show  what  may  be  accomplished  by  persavor- 
arce  and  industiy  in  Manitoba  and  the 
Territories  of  AVestern  Canada.  A\'hat  some 
have  done  without  special  advantages,  others 
can  do,  providing  they  apply  the  same 
knowledge  and  industry  to  the  improvement 
of  their  farms.  When  farms  can  be  paid  for 
in  this  way  out  of  the  proceeds  of  a  single 
crop,  it  must  surely  be  admitted  that  arm 
lauds  iu  this  country  are  greit,  value  at 
present  prices. 

Crop  Yields  in  Manitoba. 

In  Manitoba  large  yields  of  grain  and 
other  crops  can  be  had  even  in  seasons  when 
the  climatic  conditions  are  not  considered 
favorable  for  the  farmers,  by  following  care- 
ful agricultur.il  methods.  The  season  of 
1896  was  very  unfavorable  in  several  re- 
spects, yet  careful  farmers  obtained  good 
results.  The  yields  of  grain  and  other  crops 
secured  at  the  Dominion  Government  farm 
at  Brandon,  Manitoba,  last  season,  will 
serve  to  show  what  may  bo  obtained  even  in 
a  poor  crop  year  in  Manitoba*  by  pursuing 
careful  agricultural  methods.  A  bulletin 
recently  published  shows  the  yields  of  the 
various  crops  as  follows : 

From  twelve  varieties  of  oats  sown,  the 
liighest  yield  was  100  bushels  per  acre,  and 
the  lowest  yield  75  bushels, 20  pounds  por  acre, 
la  two-rowed  barley  the  best  yield  was  48 
bushels  per  acre  and  the  lowest  361^  bushels 
per  acre.  Six-rowed  barley  ranged  from  42 
bushels,  14  pounds  per  acre,  up  to  59  bushels, 
18  pounds  per  acre.  In  spring  wheat  the 
best  yield  from  twelve  varieties  was  38i 
bushels  and  the  lowest  2-!^  bushels  per  acre. 
Poas  gave  62  bushels  as  the  highest  yield 
from  twtlve  varieties  and  52  a"  the  lowest. 
Corn,  grown  for  fodder,  gave  from  21^  up  (o 
36J  tons  per  acre.  Turnips  varied  from  2.5i 
up  to  31  g  tons  par  acra.  Mangels 
yielded  from  38|  tons  up  to 
52|  tons  per  acre.  Carrots  ranged  from  23y 
tons  up  to  28  tons  per  acre.  Potatoes  yielded 
602  bushels  per  acre  as  the  highest  yield 
from  twelve  varieties,  down  to  473  bushels 
as  th3  lowest  yield  per  acre. 

This  shows  what  may  bo  accomplished 
even  in  a  poor  crop  yield.      In  the  season  of 

1895,  which  was  more  favorable,  much  larger 
yields  were  obtained  than  those  reported  for 

1896.  The  best  yield  of  wheat,  for  instance 
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In  1895  was  49  bushels  per  acre,  and  the 
lowest  of  twelve  varieties  about  43  bushels 
per  acre.  Oats  rangel  from  h8  bushels  up 
to  101  bushels  per  acre  for  twelve  vaiiede-*, 
in  1895.  Though  the  highest  yield  of  oats 
was  not  materially  greater  than  in  189H,  tha 
average  of  the  twelve  varieties  was  consider- 
ably higher.  In  189.5  six-ron-ed  barley 
ranged  from  6 1  to  69  bushels  per  acre  and 
two-rowed  from  57  to  f>2J  bushels  per  acre. 

Ic  is  in  the  unfavorable  years  that  good 
farming  counts.  The  most  unfavorable 
years  which  we  hive  had  in  Manitoba  for 
the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years  have  always 
given  what  would  be  considered  large  crops 
in  some  countries,  when  farming  was  done 
at  all  carefully.  We  have  had  years  when 
the croDS  were  considered  light,  but  a  crop 
failure  we  have  never  had.  and  even  in  the 
most  unfavorable  J  ears  ca^jful  farmers  have 
secured  profitable  crop^. 


British  Columbia  Mining. 

It  is  impossible  in  this  number  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  great  mining  interests,  which 
have  made  sach  rapid  progress  in  different 
portions  of  British  Columbia  during  the  past 
few  years,  and  most  of  our  readers  have  read 
much  from  our  regular  columns  in  the  past 
on  this  subj'ct.  A  special  report  upon  this 
industry  we  must  leave  to  a  future  ifsue,  and 
at  a  time  of  the  year  when  personal  inspec- 
tion of  mining  affiirs  can  be  made  with  less 
trouble,  than  io  would  entail  during  one  of 
the  most  severe  winters  yet  experienced 
through  the  mountain  country  of  the  Pafific 
province.  We  dislike  p-.iblishing  statements 
not  based  upon  personal  knowledge  of  oit 
owntiusted  ropresentatives,  and  such  can- 
not be  procured  a',  present.  In  the  near 
future  we  expect  to  famish  our  readers  with 
the  results  of  an  investigation,  in  which  not 
only  the  wondrous  development  of  mining 
will  be  dealt  with,  but  in  which  also  wo  may 
take  some  paius  to  sift  the  dross  from  the 
pure  metal,  and  guide  and  guard  intending 
investors  among  our  readers. 

In  this  number  we  furnish  a  number  of 
illustrations  of  the  progre-is  made  in  the 
West  Kootenay  mining  region,  and  those  of 
our  readers  who  may  have  a  copy  of  the 
illustrated  number  we  published  regarding 
that  country  in  1892,  will  see  at  a  glance  by 
a  compar.son  of  illustrations  the  wondrous 
growth  of  the  mini.g  industry  there.  At 
that  time  such  towns  as  Rosslauu,  Trail 
Creek,  Sandon,  New  Denver  and  others  were 
not  in  existence,  hut  in  this  number  we  can 
furnish  illustrations  of  all  mentioned.  These 
illustrations  speak  loudly  of  the  progress. 
Further  det-ails  we  must  leave  to  some  future 
issue. 

Thtre  is  now  no  further  doubt  but  that  Weii 
Kootenay  will  prove  one  of  the  greatest  gold 
producing  regions  of  the  world.  That  it 
contains  untold  wealth  of  gold  is  proven  by 
the  few  mines  in  which  production  has  been 
reached.  When  the  stock  of  a  gold  mine 
rises  in  three  years  or  so  from  five  cents  to 
about  ten  dollars  a  share,  there  must  be 
great  wealth  in  the  region. 


The  fact  of  West  Kootenay  being  a  great 
silver-producing  country  was  settled  several 
years  ago,  and  the  estimate  of  its  wealth 
is  yearly  advancing,  wnile  the  diffi -.ulties  of 
developing  its  bjried  treasures  are  fast  dis- 
appearirg.  Five  jears  agi  the  general  im- 
pression was  that  an  outlay  of  hundreds  of 
thousand-*  of  dollars  was  necessary  to  de- 
velop a  silver  mine  there  to  a  paying  point. 
Now,  wi  h  increased  smelter  facilities  and 
cheipened  and  improved  transD.rtation  the 
expense  of  such  an  undertaking  has  been 
greatly  reduced.  In  fact  some  of  what  are 
called  shipping  mines,  where  a  quantity  o^ 
ore  ricb  enough  to  be  shipped  to  a  distant 
smelter  with  prcfis  is  available,  are  being 
successfully  operated  upon  a  few  thousand 
dollars  of  outlay,  and  such  mine?  are  likely 
to  become  quite  numerous  daring  the  next 
year  or  so.  One  of  our  illustrations  gives 
views  of  a  oiine  of  this  class,  namely, 

THE  IBE.X  OK  SLOGAN. 

This  mine  is  located  about  twenty  miles 
from  the  town  of  Kaslo,  and  is  only  four 
miles  from  the  railway  station  of  White- 
water on  the  line  of  road  which  connects 
the  shores  of  the  Kootenay  and  Slocan 
Lakes.  The  company  owning  this  mine 
have  made  some  shipments  and  re- 
ceived smelter  returns  from  the  same, 
showing  $31.51  per  ton  of  silver  from  jthe 
ore  shipped  and  realizing  to  the  company 
after  paying  all  expenses,  including  the 
heavy  duty  on  the  ore  going  into  the 
United  States,  fully  ?10  a  ton.  With  a 
smelter  runniug  at  a  Kootenay  L^ke  point, 
the  company  could  depend  upon  a  profit  of 
S  >0  a  ton  or  more  on  every  ton  of  ore  they 
now  have  in  sight.  At  present  the  company 
have  opened  up  for  over  100  feet  along  thsir 
principal  vein  of  galena  ore,  and  have  at 
present  over  1 4,000  tons  of  ore  in  sight.  If 
this  ore  should  all  prove  as  rich  as  the  ship- 
ments already  made,  the  company  should  pay 
handsome  dividends  upon  thtir  capital  stck 
of  $300,000. 

We  instance  the  Ibex  of  Slocan  mine  be- 
cause we  have  personal  acquaintance  with 
the  parties  engaged  in  its  development,  and 
believe  the  facts  placed  before  us  to  be  true. 
But  this  is  not  the  only  rich  mine  of  i'.s 
class  in  the  Slocan  or  other  districts  of  West. 
Kootenay.  There  are  numbers  as  rich  and 
some  much  richer,  and  the  next  year  will 
we  believe  astonish  the  mining  world  with 
facts  and  figures  about  both  gold  and  -silver 
production  in  this  wonderful  West  Kootenay 
region. 


British  Columbia  Fisheries 


The  ye.ir  1893  has  quite  unexpectedly  proved  a 
record  ye.ir  for  iIr-  B.  C.  tisheries.  It  w.-is  in  the 
'■rdin.iry  course  of  things  expected  to  prove  an  off 
yr.ir  for  llie  salmon  run,  but  proved  on  the  con- 
ir.iry,  the  scison  of  the  largest  annual  take  on 
recotd  in  the  Province's  history.  No  loss  than 
591,4110  cases  of  salmon  were  put  up  by  45  can- 
ncrie»;  nf  these  SlO.IiSJ  cases  were  p.ickcd  on  the 
Kraser  river,  UK),1(I5  cases  on  the  Skceiia  river; 
107,487  cases  on  Uiver's  Inlet;  14,010 on  the  Naas 
river,  and  ■22,7i*0  cases  at  various  other  northern 
points.     This  output    represents  a  value  in  round 


figures  of  $3,(XX),0n(J  to  which  total  a  value  o^  at 
least  $5O'l,(J(J0  must  be  added  for  the  output  of 
fresh  andsalttd  salmon,  either  used  at  home  or  in 
other  parts  of  Canada.  The  canners  generally 
ascribe  the  unexpected  run  of  the  year  in  part  to 
the  Kraser  Kiver  hatchery  and  plead  urgently  for 
the  establishment  of  at  least  two  other  hatcheries, 
one  to  supply  the  needs  of  northern  waters.  These 
demands  will  probably  be  met  by  the  Dominion 
Government,  which  has  hitherto  made  a  clear 
profit  of  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  receipts  by  it  from 
this  Province,  in  respect  of  fishing  licenses  and 
other  dues,  and  have  spent  less  than  $10,0<X)a 
year  on  fishery  supervision  and  development  in 
British  Columbia.  The  Hon.  -Mr.  Davies  has, 
however,  as  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries  ex- 
pressed himself  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  a  more 
liberal  policy  in  respect  of  British  Columbia  fish- 
ery aid.  hence  those  interested  in  the  industry  are 
hopeful  of  still  further  developments  from  it.  At 
least  ten  new  canneries  will  begin  operations  this 
season,  making  .55  in  all,  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
anliciiiate  any  falling  off  from  even  the  record 
yield  of  1896,  the  nearest  approach  to  which  was, 
it  may  here  be  mentioned,  that  of  the  season  of 
1893,  when  590,229  cases  were  put  up.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  note  as  regards  the  destination  of 
most  of  the  British  Columbia  salmon  p.ick  that 
considerably  more  than  five-sixths  of  it  go  direct  to 
Eni;land,  for  which  a  fleet  of  ten  vessels  carried 
during  that  18915,  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  cases.  The 
home  consumption  of  British  Columbia  canned 
salmon  is,  therefore,  throughout  Canada  small  by 
comparison  with  the  foreign  demand  which  Ls  stat- 
de  to  be  still  steadily  increasing. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  in  connection  with  this 
branch  of  British  Columbian  industry  that  not  only 
is  the  output  large  in  amount  and  value,  but  so  too 
are  the  profits  which  as  a  rule  yield  very  consider- 
ably more  than  the  average  return  on  mercantile 
capital  investments  on  this  Continent.  The 
halibut  fishery  is  another  growing  industry  of  the 
Province  and  immense  takes  of  fish,  often  weigh- 
ing fr.>m  1.50  to  21jj  pounds  each,  are  now  being 
made  in  the  northern  co.ist  waters.  One  steamer 
recently  brought  thtnce  to  Vancouver  no  less  than 
sixty-six  tons  of  this  fish,  representing  some  three_ 
days'  fishing  off  the  halibut  banks. 

The  bulk  of  the  fish  caught  go  to  the  United 
Stales,  much  of  it  to  points  in  New  England  and 
the  industry  is  in  fact  controlied  by  American 
capital  which,  however,  profitably  employs  an  in- 
creasing number  of  British  Columbian  fishermen 
and  o'.her  workers.  A  Norse  colony  lately  estab- 
lished at  Bella  Coola  is  destined  to  supply  the 
h.'libut  fleet  with  a  fine  ccntingent  of  sturdy  ma- 
riners. 

The  one  branch  of  the  B.  C.  fisheries  which  de- 
clined last  year,  was  that  of  sealing.  This  proved 
somewhat  unprohiable,  only  o5,6tS7  skins  Iwing 
taken  as  against  74,121  in  1895,  but  the  decline  in 
the  value  of  sealing  w.is  much  more  than  compen- 
sated by  the -growth  as  alwve  indicated  in  the 
salmon  and  halibut  fisheries. 

Large  takes  ofsturgecn  of  fine  quality  and  htige 
bulk  which  on  occasions  reach  a  weight  of  1,000 
pounds,  were  also  made  last  year  as  heretofore 
and  for  local  consumption  la-gecatches  were  made 
of  co.l-herring,  smels  oolachans,  crustaceans  and 
other  fish. 

Promising  attempts  are  l)eing  made  by  the 
Dominion  fishery  department  to  acclimatise  the 
eastern  lobster  and  oyster  in  British  Columbia 
waters  and  a  large  distribution  made  during  ISSo 
of  white  fish  spawn  in  the  lakes  ami  rivers  of  the 
Province  is  confidently  expected,  in  .another  12 
months  or  so,  to  add  to  the  home  fish  supply  an 
edible  variety  inhabiting  large  bodies  of^  fresh 
water,  which  have  Icngliecn  known  and  famed  in 
ManitolKi. 

The  general  result  of  the  B.  C.  fi>heries  during 
theye.ii  just  expired  should  place  the  Province  as 
regards  this  great  indu^try  in  a  piisition  second 
only  in  Canada  to  that  of  (he  famous  Maritime 
Province  of  Nova  .Scotia,  against  which  in  gener- 
ous rivalry  Can.ada's  Pacific  Province  is  new  en- 
tering the  list. 

It  may  be  stated  conserv-itively  that  the  value  of  i 

the  B.  C.  fisheries  of  189(1,  including  scaling,  must  ■ 

certainly    have   approached,     if   not    exceeded,   a  ~ 

total  9f  $4,500,000. 
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FOR  THIS  IVIFRINT  IT  WILL  APPEiR  IX  FU!URE  ON  ALL 

" '  ENGRAVINGS  "" 

-  -  CLASS  -  -  J—^  4^1^  V^-  4^  A-^  ■  J^    J^    A  A  1^  >^J  >Si^  HALF-TONE 

MADE  IN  W 1 XN  I  r  ICG .  / 

DESIGNS  FURNISHED.       Electrotypes,  Stereotypes,  and 

Embossing   Plates 

MADE    OX    SHORT    NO   ICE    AND    AT    Ei.^rERN    PRICE? 


PRINTERS  LITHO-ENGRAYING  CO. 


286  fORTAGG  AVP , 

WINNIPEG. 


The  Manitoba  Trusts  Co. 

Accepted  by  the  Courts  as  a  Tru3t  Company. 


AUTHORIZED  CAPITAL, 

PAID  UP  CAPITAL, 

—  <*-  — 


$500  000. 
$100,000. 


President:  Hon.  T.  W.  Tayior,  Chief  Justice  of  Manitoba;  Vice- 
Presidents:  Hon.  Cliff.ini  Sifton,  Mi-.iserof  Interior;  Hon.  llu^h 
John  Macdonahi.  M.  i'.;  Manat,'er  :  Arthur  Stewart;  S<*eretary:  T. 
Harry  Wthb  ;  Auditor:  F.  H.  Mathewsi'n,  Manaeei'  Canadian  Bank 
of  Commerce  ;  Solicitors  :  Messrs.  Perdue  A  Robinson. 

OFFICzS :     451  MAIN  STREET,    WINNIPEG. 

Trust  and  Agency  Business 

Tru«t»--Act8  a^  Kxccutor,  Administrator,  Rec^eiver,  Committee  of  Lunatics, 
Guardian  of  Children,  At-si'/nee.  etc.  Aots  as  Trustee  under  w  nia,  Mort- 
Kap^sor  other  Trust  Deeds,  by  appointment  or  substituiirn  for  retirint; 
TruBtee  or  Trustees.  Aoceptsi  pnd  executes  Trusts  of  every  description  from 
courts,  corporations  and  individuals. 

Agents— The  Company  ads  as  Affent  for  Executors,  Tru^^tees  and  other*?. 
Estates  manajjed,  Rents,  Interest,  Div'dends.  etc.,  collected.  Pa.\  ment  of 
Ta\ea,  Iii.suraiu-e,  etc.,  made.  R' pairs  to  properties  placed  in  Company's 
hands  supt-rvised.     Baying  and  selliiijjr  real  estate  for  clients. 

In vcalmonte  — Moneys  receivtd  for  Investment  in  Mortpat'cs  or  ofher 
securities  as  may  be  arraiii:ed.  (Investniems  puaranteed  if  rt<|Viired).  Us 
clients  havu  the  advamaee  of  the  sujiervision  by  an  Experitnced  Board  of 
Directors  of  all  loacs  made 

Adwantagres— Among 'he  a'l\ant8t,'eH  cf  employing  a  Company 'of  this  kind 
over  an  individual,  are  the  foUowi  -^  : 

1.  A  Never- D\inK  Kxocutor,  Administrator  or  Trustee. 

2.  Absolute  Responsibility 

3.  Every  Guarantee  of  Proper  Administration  and  Kconomy. 

4.  Relief  of  the  partK  s  interested  from  the  trouble  of  flndit  k  security. 

Money  to  Lond -Solicitors  placinji  businiss  with  the  Company  are  retained 

in  profeesional  care  thereof. 

Further  infomiation  can  be  had  bv  addressing  the  Company.    Correspondence 
^(Icited. 


OUR 

AjMHUALi 


Extra  copies  of  this  annual  number 
of  The  Commercial  can  be  had  on 
application.  They  will  be  forwarded, 
postage  prepaid,  for  the  sum  of  2.5 
cents,  or  one  shilling  in  British 
currency.  Any  one  sending  two 
dollars  for  one  year's  subscription  to 
the  regu'ar  weekly  issue  of  The 
Commercial,  will  be  sent  a  free  copy 
of  the  Annual.     Address  : 

The   Commercial 

Winnipeg,  Canada 


THE  COMMERCIAL— SUPPLEMENTARY  NUMBER 


Lumbering  in  British  Col- 
umbia 


The  yeirly  cut  of  lirilish  Columbia  lumber  con- 
tinues sicailily  to  increase  and  the  output  and  ex- 
port of  1S!)G  both  show  very  consideralile  ailvanc- 
es  on  the  production  of  the  prcvitjus  year,  which  in 
its  turn  showed  a  large  gain  upon  1891.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  area  of  the  loreign  shipments  of 
IJritish  Columbian  lumber  is  enlarging  satisfact- 
orily as  its  varied  capabilities  become  more  fully 
known  in  less  timbered  regions  of  the  world  ac- 
cessible from  the  Pacific  Coast,  whilst  the  I'r)- 
vince's  lumber  is  also  increasingly  appreciitcd  in 
Manitoba,  the  Territories  and  Kaslern  Canada. 

The  superior  quality  and  great  comparative 
cheapness  of  the  Uritish  Columbia  product  suffici- 
ently accounts  for  this. 

The  trouble,  however,  is  that  the  prices  paid 
for  an  ordinary  British  Columbian  lumber  have 
notsvilhstanding  a  slight  advance  earlier  in  the 
year,  Itecn  throughout  1896  sadly. unremunerative 
to  the  trade  as  a  whole,  though  some  of  the  small 
mills  situate  conveniently  near  to  growing  ruining 
camps,  have  tnanaged  no  doubt  to*  make  fair  pro- 
fits for  their  proprietors,  being  kept  steadily  busy 
for  a  long  season.  Hence,  speaking  of  the  in- 
dustry as  a  whole,  we  have  to  repeat  nur  observa- 
tions in  the  Commercial  Annual  of  18!)o,  it  being 
still  a  fact  thai  the  good  times  of  the  period  prior 
to  and  including  1890  have,  as  regard  prices 
and  profit,  failed  to  return  to  the  British  Colum- 
bian lumber  industry. 

One  main  cause  of  this  untoward  state  of  things 
is  the  reckless  cut-throat  competition  of  a  number 
of  small  and  undercapitalised  concerns,  scattered 
up  and  down  the  lumber  regions  of  tlte  Pacific 
Stales. 

Many  of  these  concerns  have  gone  and  are  go- 
ing to  the  wall,  involving  losses  all  around  to 
propiielors  and  creditors  alike,  but  sufficient  still 
remain  to  cut  prices  abnormally  low,  especially  for 
the  foreign  output  of  Pacific  Co.ist  lumber.  .\ 
valiant  effort  was  made  early  in  the  ye.ir  to  raise 
prices  on  Pacific  Coast  h-inber  by  a  general  com- 
bine of  producers  and  for  a  time  the  effort  in  part 
succeeded,  aided  as  it  was  by  increased  demands 
lor  lumber,  caused  by  the  development  of  the 
mine  districts  and  the  upgrowth  of  a  number  of 
new  towns.  But  after  awhile  the  usual  rift  appeared 
in  tire  combine  and  prices  again  fell  to  the  former 
unremunerativebasis,  and  though  exceedingly  large 
shipments  of  lumber  are  now  being  made,  especi- 
ally from  the  Port  of  Vancouver,  the  profit  re;urns 
are  meagre  indeed,  and  the  labor  employed  at  the 
mills  is  simultaneoitsly  in  receipt  of  wages  pro- 
portionately as  losv  as  the  average  profit  of  the 
industry.  However,  even  under  present  condi- 
tions the  trade   is   of  great   general    value   to  the 


Province  euipi  lying,  as  it  does,  a  small  army  of 
stitrdy  workers.  Tire  business  is  done  on  a  strictly 
cash  basis  and  the  resulting  shipping  trade  is  of 
special  value  to  the  ports  of  the  Province,  since 
every  ship  'hat  here  loads  lumljer  leaves  on  an 
average  bi.-hind  it  some  $5,000  to  $0,OfX)  in  pay- 
ment of  supplies,  stevedoring,  tow.ige,  etc. 

The  B.  C.  lumber  fleet  of  1S96  was  the  largest 
on  re-ord,  the  tonnage  employeil  increasing  from 
76,316,  in  1S95  to  93,391,  in  1898.  In  all  during 
the  year  a  fleet  of  86  vessels  anchored  for  loading 
lumber  at  British  Columbia  ports,  and  ihese  with 
a  very  few  exceptions,  which  had  not  quite  complet- 
ed loading  at  the  end  of  the  year,  duly  set  out  during 
1898  for  foreign  ports.  Vancouver  was  as  usual 
with  its  stib  Port  of  MorMlyville  the  great  lumber 
shipping  centre  and  no  less  than  62  vessels  >if  the 
lumber  fleet  loaded  in  the  broad  waters  of  Burrard 
Inlet.  Sixteen  others  loaded  at  Chemanis,-ou 
X'ancoitver  Island,  four  at  Now  Westminster,  one 
in  Victoria  and  three  at  other  points.  Sixty-nine 
of  these  vessels  took  out  59,861,076  feet  of  lum- 
ber, and  the  remaining  17  may  be  estimated  as 
shipping  at  least  II, (HJO.UOO  feet  of  lumber  addi- 
tional, bringing  the  total  value  up  to  about 
$fUO,000. 

Thi'se  figures,  however,  only  tabulate  and  that 
roughly  the  lumber  exported  by  water,  and  to  get 
an  .adequate  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  Province's 
timber  industry,  it  must  be  remembered  that  vast 
quantities  of  lumber  are  either  used  at  home  or 
sent  by  rail  east  and  soutlT.  It  is  dili'cult  to  esti- 
:  male  exactly  the  additional  value  ol  B.  C.  lunrber 
used  respectively  in  the  Province  and  in  West  and 
East  Canada  and  in  the  United  States,  but  at  a 
very  conservative  estimate  the  Province's  output 
of  lumber  for  1896  may,  even  at  the  low  pricSs 
then  prevailing,  be  reckoned  at.  a  value  of  con - 
siderably  over  $1,000,(100  from  all  sources. 

.Mining  and  general  depression  at  the  Cape 
militated  last  year  against  shipments  to  British 
South  Africa.  The  various  .Australian  Colonies, 
recovering  Irom  their  long  season  of  depression, 
were,  however,  larger  customers  of  the  B.  C.  mills 
than  heretofore,  .several  cargoes  being  sent  in 
|)articular  to  the  gold  fields  of  Western  Australia, 
man/  shipments  were  made  to  Chilli  and  the 
Chinese  treaty  ports  of  .Shanghai  and  Tientsin. 
Other  cirgoes  went  to  California,  Japan,  the  .\r- 
gentine  Republic,  Ecuador,  France,  Germany, 
United  Kingdom  and  Gibraltar. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  large  trade  will  b?  done  this 
year  with  China,  owing  to  the  numerous  railway 
irndertakings  projected  in  the  Orient  and  eflbrts 
are  also  being  made  tentatively,  with  a  view  if 
possible  10  secure  remunerative  orders  for  British 
Inilian  railways. 

Hence  a  large  increase  in  the  output  for  1897  is 
already  almost  assured,  another  cause  of  this  being 
the  necessary  increase  in  home  consumption,  due 
to  the  numerous  mining  cainps  which  are  starting 


throughout  the  I'rovince.  However,  although 
fairly  assured  of  this  ittcrease  of  output,  we  can 
l)ut  hope,  yet  do  not  dare  to  prophesy,  that  a 
general  rise  in  timber  values  may  obtain,  and 
thus  once  more  make  remunerative  a  great  staple 
industry  of  British  Columbia  and  the  Pacific 
Coast. 

One  encouraging  recent  development  in  British 
Columbia  lumbering  deserves  special  notice.  This 
is  the  manufacture  of  the  rare  and  choice  luml  er 
known  as  Vellow  Cedar  or  Cypress  which  is  in.iiig 
conducted  at  Takush  Ilarlior,  on  the  north  Coast 
of  the  B.  C.  mainland,  by  a  strongly  capilaliscil' 
Knglish  company.  This  wood  grows  in  a  some- 
what bic.ak  district  of  the  Province,  is  of  much 
smaller  size  than  the  ordinary  cedar  liut  much 
closer  and  firmer  in  fibre  and  altogether  harder  in 
texture.  It  is  admirably  adapted  for  the  choicest 
furniture  and  is  one  of  the  best  woods  in  the  world 
for  machine  i)attern  making.  Vigorous  eflbrts  are 
already  being  made,  therefore,  to  introduce  this 
somewhat  costly  but  specially  serviceable  wood  in 
to  the  markets  of  England,  Eastern  Canada,  the 
United  States  and  Australia. 

The  latest  Provincial  Government  returns  to 
hand  all  show  that  the  total  cut  of  B.C.  timber  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  31st  December,  1895,  not  in- 
cluding that  cut  in  the  Dominion  land  belt  and  on 
the  land  of  the  Esquimault  and  Nanaimo  Railway, 
amounted  to  112,881,610  feet,  a  total  which 
would  l)c  slightly  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the 
cut  on  the  last  mentioned  land.  This  large  total 
was  undoubtedly  considerably  exceeded  in  1S96, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  output  of  the  pre- 
vious record  year,  18!)1,  which  amounted  to  115,- 
613.0.57  feet  must,  during  the  twelve  months  just 
expired,  have  been  considerably  exceeded.  Seven- 
ty-five per  cent,  of  the  Province's  total  area  of 
382,;^!  square  miles  consists  of  woodland  and 
during  1895,  495,346  acres  of  lan<l  were  leased  by 
the  Province  as  timber  limits  at  total  rentals  o 
$45,592. 


Extra  Copies  of  tliis  niiiiibor  will 
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P.  rsons  sending  S2  for  one  years' 
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RELIANCE  FACTORY 

OUR     BRANDS    STAND    THE    TEST. 
Others  Come  and  Qo  Ag;;ain. 

Tho  Loaders  in  the  Market  are — -^•^^^^'m^mmmmmmmw^ 


Monufactiurod 
by 

Tasse.Wood&Co 

MONTREAL. 


The  Rosebud. 
Flor  de  Bahama. 
La  Toscana. 
Amaranto. 


•XJItEl 


VS-GrSLI^AJSiiy 


SCOTCH  WHISKIES 

The  Fai|iolis   l_agaVliUi)  pisilUer^ 

Island  of  Islay,  Scotland 
Tha   Lagavulin  Whisky  is  famous  (or  its  fine  quality,  )>eln|t  Dia<i«  (rois 
pure  SCOTCH  M.\LT  ONLY,  and  tia«  loii^  been  Ifie  (avortto  beveraftc  for  Sport«mer. 
It  contAins  no  Krain  spirit,  or  otfier  Whiskies  one  knon-s  nothing  of,  and  th«  aio« 
eiuinent  Ftiysicians  of  tbc  day  prescritte  it  where  a  stimulant  is  required. 
ASK  FOR  THE  LAGAVULIN. 

Mackle's  Ifare  Old  Hlghlaijcl  10  vcars  old. 

Gold  LAb.1,  as  patronized  by  Koralty  and  tlie  Loading  Ptiysiciaus. 

Sold  only  in  tho  Northwest  by  : 
a.  Volio.  Strang   &  Co.  O.  F.  &  J    Oalt.  J.  lU.  Caroy 

Hudaon  Bay  Company.  Richar<4  A  Co* 

W.  rore:i*«o»»,  Brandon. 


DICK 

BANNING 


Always  on  hand  a  full  supply  of 
Lumber,  Sash,  Doors,  Lath 
Shingles,  Tar  and  Brown  Paper 
and  Building  Material  generally 
Estimates  furnished  on  application 


Lumber  -i-  Dealers 

AND    MANUFACTURERS 


Offices  :  Opposite  C.  P.  R.  Passeng-er  Depot 


p.  0.   Drawer  1230. 


WINNIPEG,    MANITOBA. 


Telephone  239. 


Money . . 
to  Lend  .  .  . 

On  Improved  City  and  Farm 
Properties.  Easy  terms.  Ex- 
penses moderate. 

A  few  good  Improved  farms 
for  sale.    Also  wild  lands 

Low  prices     Easy  terms. 


Highest  Market  Prices 


Paid  for 


LONDON  AND  CANADIAN  LOAN  AND  AGENCY 
COMPANY,  LIIVIITED. 

195  Lombard  St.,  Winnipeg 

GEO.  J.   MAULSON,  Local  Manager 


WOOL,  SHEEP  PELTS,  FURS, 

TALLOW  and  SENECA  ROOT. 

Correspondence      and      consignments    solicited      and 
prompt  retnrns  made  by 

FRANK  LIGHTCAP, 

Successor  to  Jas.  McMillan  &  Co.,  Wissipfo. 

Office  &  Warehouse  234  King  St, 

WINNIPEG,  MAN. 


Reference  by  permission 

The  Molson's  Bank. 


TELEPHONE   828 


Tbe 


Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society 


*  OF=    THE     UNITED     STT^TES   ^«^ 


January   I,  1897. 

\ssets ?21G,773,'.»47 

eserve  on  all  existing  Policies  ^calculated 
on  a  4  per  cent.  Standard  i,  and  all  other 
Liabilities 173,4'.tG,7f.8 

ndivv!-;  <ii.'.i.i<    on  .1  J  percent  Standnrr)      l",l'77  171» 

Assurance. 

'.^fejOutstandiiijj  Assurance *915,lO2,070 

SPCJfi^^^^  New  Assurance  written  in  1896      127,694,084 

Proposals    for     Assurance    Examined     and 

Declined 21,r>78,4r.7 


HENRY  B.  HYDE,  Pbesideht. 

J.  W.  ALEXANDER,  Vice-PdESioENT. 


WESTERN  CANADIAN   DEPARTMENT 

AGENTS  WANTED  IN  /\.      H.     O  O  II  ^  L.  L  I  ,     MANAGER, 

UNREPRE8ENTRD   DISTRICTS  435    MAIN    STREET,  WINNIPEa 


THE  . . . 


HULL 

MONTREAL 

TORONTO 

QUEBEC 

8T.  JOHN,  N.B, 

HAMILTON 


Every- 
thing 
that  is 
Qood  in 
Matches  is 
contained  in 


E.  B. 

EDDY 

CO.'S 


HALIFAX 

VANCOUVER 

VICTORIA 

KINGSTON 

WINNIPEG 

ST.  JOHNS,  N.F. 


iZJk~ 


TEES    &    PERSSE,  AGENTS    FOR    MANITOBA   AND    THE    N.  W.  T. 


The  l';l.per  on  whicli  ihis  Siir>piMl  Kdilion  i-i   rii-in(,'I  is  in  nil'  iiv  till'  I".  1'.,   I'lMv  l"o      Hall.  (,)ucl)ec 


•^■MWiJKil'WmilMlilWI   t^^t0t^mm»mm»i^itmtl 


